Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/townofchelmsfor1990chel_0 


o 


WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL 
TOWN  ELECTION  APRIL  6,  1999 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn 
the  legal  voters  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  their  several  polling  places,  VIZ: 


Precinct  1. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  2. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  3. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  4. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  5. 

Byam  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  6. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  7. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  8. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  9. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

On  Tuesday,  the  6th  day  of  April,  1999  being  the  first  Tuesday  in  said  month  at  7:00  a.m 
until  8:00  p.m.  for  the  following  purposes: 

To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following  officers: 

One  Moderator  for  three  years 
One  Selectmen  for  three  years; 

Two  School  Committee  Member  for  three  years; 

Three  Library  Trustees  for  three  years; 

One  Board  of  Health  Member  for  three  years; 


Two  Planning  Board  Members  for  three  years; 

Two  Sewer  Commissioners  for  three  years; 

One  Housing  Authority  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year  term 
One  Cemetery  Commissioner  for  three  years; 
and  to  vote  on  the  following  question: 

QUESTION  1 

Shall  the  Town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  section  thirteen  of  chapter  two  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  of  the  General  Laws  which  provides  that  the  Town  shall  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  municipal  officers,  elected  or  appointed,  from  personal  financial  loss  and 
expense  including  reasonable  legal  fees  and  costs,  if  any,  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  one 
million  dollars,  arising  out  of  any  claim,  demand,  suit  or  judgement  by  reason  of  any  act 
or  omission  except  an  intentional  violation  of  civil  rights  of  any  person  under  any  law,  if 
the  official  at  the  time  of  such  act  or  omission  was  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  official 
duties  or  employment  ? 


YES 

NO 


and  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following: 

Fifty-four  Representative  Town  Meeting  Members  for  three  years  in 
Precincts  1 through  9 

; and  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center,  Groton  Road,  North  Chelmsford,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the 
following  articles,  VIZ: 


Article  1 . To  hear  reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as 
may  be  required  to  defray  Town  charges  for  the  fiscal  period  July  1,  1999  to  June  30, 
2000;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from 
Conservation  fees  under  Wetlands  Special  Reserve  Fund  to  reduce  the  Conservation 
Commission  Budget  Fiscal  Year  2000;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Manager 
Conservation  Commission 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  Sewer 
Betterments,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the 
Fiscal  Year  2000  Budget;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Sewer  Commission 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  Sewer 
Rate  Relief  Funds,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in 
the  Fiscal  Year  2000  Budget;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Sewer  Commission 


Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a certain  sum  of  money  to  be  used  as  a Reserve  Fund  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  as  provided  in  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Section  6;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 

Town  Manager 
Finance  Committee 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  the 
sale  of  the  Graves  and  Lots  to  the  Cemetery  Improvement  and  Development  Fund;  or  act 
in  relation  thereto. 


Cemetery  Commission 


Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and 
appropriate  from  available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  engage  a private  accounting 
firm  to  prepare  an  audit  of  all  accounts  in  all  departments  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford;  or 
act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a certain  sum  of  money  for  the 
following  capital  projects: 


Department 

Project 

Expenditure 

Fire 

North  Station  Roof 

$15,000 

Quint  ( ladder  truck/pump  Engine) 

$500,000 

Police 

Cruiser  Replacement 

$135,000 

Public  Safety  Subtotal 

$650,000 

DPW 

Drainage  Improvements 

$100,000 

Loader 

$185,000 

Backhoe 

$100,000 

Pick-up  truck 

$25,000 

One  Ton  Dump  Trucks  (2) 

$65,000 

Brush  Chipper 

$25,000 

Public  Works  Subtotal 

$500,000 

Elder  Services 

Van  Replacement 

$42,000 

Kitchen  Equipment 

$19,000 

Community  Services  Subtotal 

$61,000 

McCarthy  Middle 

Roof  Repairs 

$40,000 

South  Row 

Roof  Replacement 

$340,000 

Technology 

Center  School 

Technology 

$341,800 

CHS  & Middle  Schools 

Classroom  Computers/Printers 

$234,000 

Various  Schools 

Telecommunications 

$105,200 

Furniture  Replacement 

$60,000 

Video  Projector 

$15,000 

School  Department  Subtotal 

$1,136,000 

|CAPITAL  PROJECTS  TOTAL 

$2,347,000| 

and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  stabilization  fund,  and/or  borrow  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  fund  these  obligations;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Town  Manager 

Capital  Planning  Committee 


Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  sand  purchase 
approved  by  the  Town  under  Article  4 of  the  1998  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April 
27,  1998;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a certain  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  providing  Senior  Citizen  Real 
Estate  Tax  Payment  Vouchers  for  services  rendered,  pursuant  to  an  agreement  formulated 
by  the  Council  on  Aging  and  approved  by  the  Town  Manager;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Manager 
Council  on  Aging 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a certain  sum  of  money  with  which  to  meet  bills  from  previous  years;  or 
act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the 
Sewer  Commissioners  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and 
any  property  in  fee  simple  with  buildings  and  trees  thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain, 
or  otherwise,  for  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and 
further  described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “Plan  of  Sewer  Easement  in 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  Phase  4A  Sewers  dated  March,  1999  prepared  for  the 
Chelmsford  Sewer  Commission  by  Richard  F.  Kaminski  & Associates,  Inc.  ”,  a copy  of 
which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by 
reference,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and 
all  other  appurtenances  thereto;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate, 
transfer  from  the  stabilization  fund,  transfer  or  appropriate  from  revenue  sharing  funds 
and/or  borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees,  and  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be 
awarded  as  the  result  of  any  such  taking;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Sewer  Commission 


Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  following  mentioned  streets,  as 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  shown  by  their  reports  duly  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk: 

Farley  Brook  Road 
Rolling  Green  Lane 
Stage  Road 
Ann’s  Way 

Providing  all  the  construction  of  the  same  meets  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  and  subject  to  the  withholding  of  any  remaining  bonds  until  such 
requirements  have  been  met;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any 
property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road  improvements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  and/or 
borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be 
awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and 
agreements  thereto;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  fund  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  C.  44,  S.  53E  'A  for  the  Council  on  Aging  for  Fiscal  Year 
1999.  The  receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the  collection  of  fees  from  the 
implementation  of  a Senior  Trip  program.  The  Council  on  Aging  shall  be  authorized  to 
spend  money  from  the  fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation  necessary  for 
implementing  a Senior  Trip  program.  Expenditures  from  the  Senior  Trip  program 
revolving  fund  shall  be  limited  to  a certain  sum  during  Fiscal  Year  2000;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Council  on  Aging 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  grant 
a 45  foot  wide  easement  to  the  Middlesex  Canal  Association  over  a certain  parcel  of  land 
off  Brick  Kiln  Road,  now  or  formerly  known  as  Canal  Street.  The  land  is  identified  as 
Assessors  Map  247,  Lot  12,  and  is  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  at 
Book  6438,  Page  289,  and  Plan  Book  152,  Plan  1.  The  purpose  of  the  easement  is  to 
provide  access  to  the  public  and  allow  for  the  construction  of  improvements  along  the 
course  of  the  Old  Middlesex  Canal. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  to  amend  the  General  By-laws  Article  VII 
MISCELLANEOUS  by  adding  the  following: 

Section  15.  Overhead  Wires 


1.  Definitions 

For  purposes  of  this  by-law,  the  definitions  of  “person”,  poles  and  overhead  wires  and 

associated  overhead  structures”  and  “utility”  shall  be  the  same  definitions  as  that  set  forth 

in  Section  22  A of  Chapter  166  of  the  General  Laws. 

2.  Prohibiting  Installation  of  New  Poles  and  Overhead  Wires 

A.  No  utility  shall  install  or  construct,  except  by  way  of  replacement  or  upgrading  of 
existing  facilities,  any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures 
upon,  along  or  across  any  public  way  within  the  parts  of  the  town  listed  in  Article 
VII,  Section  15-3-A  of  the  General  By-laws.  Any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and 
associated  overhead  structures  upon,  along  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead 
structures  installed  or  constructed  in  violation  of  this  by-law  shall  be  immediately 
removed  by  the  utility  responsible  therefore. 

B.  This  by-law  applies  to  the  following  parts  of  Town: 

1 . Any  public  way  approved  by  the  Planning  board  as  of  the  effective  date  of  this  by- 
law 

2.  Any  way  in  which  the  wires  and  utility  facilities  are  underground  as  of  the  effective 
date  of  this  by-law. 

C.  Any  Person  who  installs  or  constructs  any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and  associated 
overhead  structures  which  are  in  violation  of  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a fine 
of  not  less  than  one  thousand  ($1,000.00)  dollars  and  not  more  than  five  ($5,000.00) 
dollars  for  each  consecutive  fifteen  day  period  during  which  the  failure  continues. 

D.  This  by-law  implements  General  Laws,  chapter  166,  Section  22C  and  Shall  be 
construed  in  a manner  consistent  with  the  definitions  in  Section  22  A of  Chapter  166. 

3.  Removal  of  Existing  Poles  and  Overhead  Wires 

A.  Any  utility  presently  owning  or  operating  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated 
overhead  structures  within  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  shall  remove  said  poles  or 
overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures.  Said  removal  shall  occur  in  the 
area  shown  on  a plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  entitled  “Chelmsford  Center  Utility 
Depression  Area”,  dated  March  15,  1999. 

B.  Any  Utility  that  fails  to  remove  any  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead 
structures  required  to  be  removed  pursuant  to  Section  3-A  of  this  by-law  shall  be 


punished  by  a fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  ($1,000.00)  dollars  and  not  more 
than  five  thousand  ($5,000.00  ) dollars  for  each  fifteen  day  period  during  which  such 
failure  continues;  provided  however,  that  no  utility  shall  have  been  deemed  to  have 
violated  this  article,  provided  that: 


1 . If  replacement  facilities  for  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead 
structures  required  to  be  removed  will  be  needed  in  order  for  a utility  to 
continue  its  service,  the  utility  shall,  within  (60)  days  of  the  effective  date  of 
this  article,  petition  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford 
pursuant  to  section  22  of  Chapter  166  of  the  General  Laws  for  permission  to 
install, erect,  or  construct  under  the  public  ways  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford 
replacement  facilities  for  such  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated 
structures,  and 

2.  The  Utility  shall  file  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  a plan  (which  shall  be  consistent  with  Section  3-A  of  this  by- 
law), for  removal  of  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead 
structures  and,  if  needed,  for  their  replacement  with  underground  facilities, 
and 

3.  In  each  calendar  year  beginning  with  the  calendar  year  next  following  the 
effective  date  of  this  by-law  and  until  all  such  poles  or  overhead  wires  and 
associated  overhead  structures  shall  have  been  removed  and  utility  shall,  in 
carrying  out  its  plan,  allocate  and  expend  for  the  direct  cost  of  demolition 
and  construction  (over  and  above  the  reasonable  value  of  salvage)  an 
amount  which  shall  not  be  less  than  two  percent  (2%)  of  its  gross  revenues 
derived  during  the  next  preceding  calendar  year  from  its  customers  in  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford:  and 

4.  The  utility  shall,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  in  each  year,  file  with  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Chelmsford  a statement  signed  under  the 
penalties  of  perjury,  by  its  Treasurer  setting  forth  in  detail  the  amounts  spent 
by  the  utility  during  the  immediate  preceding  calendar  year  in  caring  out  its 
plan;  the  purposes  for  which  such  expenditures  were  made,  the  gross 
revenues  derived  from  its  customers  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  during  the 
immediately  preceding  calendar  year;  provided,  however,  that  no  utility 
which  enters  a cooperation  agreement  under  section  22  of  Chapter  166  of 
the  General  Laws  shall  be  deemed  to  have  violated  this  by-law  during  the 
term  such  payments  are  to  be  made,  so  long  as  said  utility  shall  not  be  in 
default  of  said  cooperation  agreement. 

And  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  file  a home  rule  petition  to  expedite  the 
effective  date  of  this  by-law,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter 
166,  Section  22;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  zoning  by-law  and  zoning  map  of 
the  Town  of  Chelmsford  to  change  from  an  I A - Limited  Industrial  District  to  a CB- 
Roadside  Commercial  District  a portion  of  the  IA  - Industrial  District  located  on  the  side 
of  Maple  Road  and  Parkerville  Road  as  shown  on  the  zoning  map.  The  area  to  be 
rezoned  to  CB-  Roadside  Commercial  District  shall  be  all  of  the  land  of  the  railroad  line 
shown  on  said  zoning  map  as  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  R.R.,  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Petition 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  zoning  by-law  and  zoning  map  of 
the  Town  of  Chelmsford  to  change  from  a CB-Roadside  to  IA-Limited  Industrial  District 
the  property  located  on  10-12  Jean  Ave.  as  shown  on  the  zoning  map,  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Petition 


Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  1999  operating  budget 
under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  27,  1998  as  follows: 

Decrease  Line  Item  # 10,  Cemetery  Personnel  Services,  by  $12,300 

Increase  Line  Item  #11,  Cemetery  Expenses,  by  $12,300; 

Or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Cemetery  Commission 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 

26 

Given  under  our  hands  this  " Th  day  of  March,  1999. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED  DATES 
AND  TIMES  FOR  CONTINUED  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  propose  the  following  dates  and  times  for 
continued  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  April  26,  1999. 

Thursday,  April  29,  1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  May  3,  1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  May6  , 1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

If  additional  continued  sessions  are  necessary  they  shall  take  place  on  the 
Monday  and  Thursday  of  the  next  consecutive  week  until  the  meetings  are  concluded. 

Pursuant  to  General  By-Laws  Article  II,  Section  4.10  Notice  these  dates  and 
times  are  proposed  and  are  subject  to  change  by  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting 
Representatives. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


March  ^ , 1999 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
South  Row  School  Cafetorium  , Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School 
Gymnasium,  Westland  School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westland  School 
Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School 
Small  Gymnasium,  South  Row  School  Cafetorium,  and  South  Row  Elementary  School 
Gymnasium. 


WARRANT  FOR  SPECIAL 
TOWN  MEETING  APRIL  26, 1999 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn  the 
Town  Meeting  Representatives  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center,  Groton  Road, 
North  Chelmsford  on  Monday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the  evening  then  and 
there  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  VIZ: 


ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  3 as  voted  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  held  on  April  24,  1994  as  amended  by  Article  1 of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on 
April  27,  1998,  by  increasing  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  renovating  the 
Center  School  for  use  as  an  educational  facility  from  $7,393,399  to  a certain  sum,  and  further  to 
declare  that  this  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  an  emergency  measure  necessary  for  the 
immediate  preservation  of  the  peace,  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  Town,  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  School  Committee 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  public  ways  the  layout  of  a portion  of 
Willis  Road  and  Twelfth  Avenue  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk;  and 
to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  borrow  a sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
of  making  improvements  to  said  ways;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee 
simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  traffic  safety  and  road  improvements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  and/or  borrow  a certain  sum  of 
money  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said 
land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  to 
see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all 
necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements  thereto,  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  assess  betterments  pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter  80  on  those  individuals  who  receive  a 
benefit  from  said  road  improvements;  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY : Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  grant  to  the 
Chelmsford  Water  District  a use  and  access  easement,  or  such  other  interest  as  may  be 
appropriate,  in  land  located  off  Elm  Street  and  Barnes  Terrace,  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a well  field  and  public  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances 
thereto;  provided,  however,  that  the  Town  Manager  is  hereby  authorized  to  negotiate  all  terms 
and  conditions  of  said  easement,  subject  to  final  approval  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Division  of  Conservation 
Services,  and  provided  further,  that  said  land  shall  remain  under  the  control  of  the  Conservation 
Commission  and  shall  be  retained,  together  with  all  remaining  conservation  lands  acquired 
herewith,  for  conservation  and  passive  recreation  use  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  40,  Section  8C  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  and  any  agreement  entered  into  with  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  pursuant  to  said  acquisition,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  the  filing  of  a petition  in  the  General  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  approving  the  grant  of  the  use  and  access  easement,  or  other  interest,  to  the 
Chelmsford  Water  District,  of  land  located  off  Elm  Street  and  Barnes  Terrace  as  shown  on  a plan 
on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  district,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a well  field  and  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances,  as  such 
legislative  public  approval  may  be  required  by  Article  97  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  Massachusetts  or  otherwise;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  grant  to  the 
Chelmsford  Water  District  a use  and  access  easement,  or  such  other  interest  as  may  be 
appropriate,  in  land  located  off  Meadowbrook  Road,  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  with  the  Town 
Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a well 
field  and  public  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances  thereto;  provided, 
however,  that  the  Town  Manager  is  hereby  authorized  to  negotiate  all  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  easement,  subject  to  final  approval  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Conservation 
Commission,  and  provided  further,  that  said  land  shall  remain  under  the  control  of  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  shall  be  retained,  together  with  all  remaining  conservation  lands 
acquired  herewith,  for  conservation  and  passive  recreation  use  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  40,  Section 
8C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY : Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  the  filing  of  a petition  in  the  General  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  approving  the  grant  of  the  use  and  access  easement,  or  other  interest,  to  the 
Chelmsford  Water  District,  of  land  located  off  Meadowbrook  Road  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  district,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a well  field  and  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances,  as  such 
legislative  public  approval  may  be  required  by  Article  97  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  Massachusetts  or  otherwise;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  1999  Operating  Budget  as 
voted  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  27,  1998  as  amended  by  the 

vote  passed  under  Article  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  October 1998  by 

making  the  following  changes: 

Increase  Line  Item  # Chelmsford  Public  Schools,  by  $275,000  to  $ 

And  that  the  Town  transfer  and  appropriate  $275,000  from  available  funds  to  defray  such 
changes. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

School  Committee 


ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  establish  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  as  an  electric  retail  load 
aggregator  in  accordance  with  Section  134  (a)  of  M.G.L.  chapter  164,  acting  to  satisfy  the 
demand  for  electricity  from  electricity  consumers  within  the  Town,  independently  or  in  joint 
action  with  other  municipalities,  by  negotiating  pricing,  terms  and  conditions  for  the  purchase  of 
electric  energy  and  energy  related  services,  the  Town  Manager,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  is  further  authorized  to  execute  an  intermunicipal  agreement  for  this  purpose,  to 
develop  an  energy  plan,  and  to  comply  further  with  all  requirements  for  the  aggregated  purchase 
of  energy  and  energy-related  services  as  required  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts;  or  to 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  th  day  , 1999. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


April  12 , 1999 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit:  South  Row 
School  Cafetorium  , Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Westland 
School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westland  School  Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle 
School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  South  Row  School 
Cafetorium,  and  South  Row  Elementary  School  Gymnasium. 
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Candidate  for  Re-election  *Candidate  for  Re-election  *Candidate  for  Re-election 


Annual  Town  Meeting 
April  26, 1999 

The  Moderator  Dennis  J.  McHugh  called  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  7:30  PM. 
He  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  151  Town  Meeting  Representatives  present 
at  the  Senior  Citizen  Center  on  Groton  Road.  The  Moderator  went  over  the  Town  Meeting 
procedures.  He  announced  that  the  Town  was  to  receive  the  Distinguished  Budget  Presentation 
Award  from  the  Government  Finance  Officers  Association  of  the  USA  and  Canada.  This  is  a 
national  award  and  present  at  this  meeting  is  John  LaFleche  the  Massachusetts  Representative  of 
this  association.  He  requested  permission  from  the  Representatives  to  allow  Mr.  LaFleche  to 
address  the  Body  because  he  is  not  a resident.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

John  LaFleche  explained  the  purpose  and  criteria  of  receiving  this  award.  The  budget 
had  been  reviewed  and  rated  favorably  by  an  expert  panel  of  independent  budgeting 
professionals  across  the  county.  It  reflects  the  commitment  of  the  Town  Manager,  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  the  Assistant  to  the  Town  Manager  as  well  as  the  expertise  professionalism  and 
many  hours  of  hard  work  by  staff  involved  in  the  preparation  of  the  budget  to  insure  that  the 
highest  principals  of  governmental  budgeting  are  meet.  In  order  to  receive  the  award  the  Town 
had  to  satisfy  national  recognized  guidelines  for  effective  budget  presentation.  These  guidelines 
were  designed  to  assess  how  well  the  budget  document  fulfills  four  major  purposes.  1st  it  should 
serve  as  a policy  tool.  It  should  list  pragmatic  and  physical  goals  for  the  upcoming  year.  2nd  it 
should  present  a clear  financial  plan  listing  all  expenditure  and  revenue  sources  for  the  prior  year 
the  current  year  and  project  the  Towns  financial  conditions  for  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  3rd  it 
should  be  a guide  for  the  Towns  operations.  4th  the  budget  should  serve  as  a communications 
medium.  Provide  summary  information  about  the  Town  programs,  services  and  finances  in 
manner  suitable  for  the  media  and  general  public.  This  award  program  started  in  1984,  only  650 
entities  out  of  the  5000  members  have  received  this  award.  It  is  the  only  national  award  program 
in  governmental  budgeting.  He  then  presented  the  award  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  Stuart  Weisfeldt.  Selectman  Weisfeldt  accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  he  thanked  the  Town  Manager  and  his  staff  for  doing  an  excellent  job.  The  Body 
responded  with  a round  of  applause. 

The  Moderator  announced  that  Selectman  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  reading  of  the 
Constables  return  of  the  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman 
Weisfeldt  then  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 
The  Moderator  then  requested  permission  from  the  Representatives  to  allow  Bernard  DiNatalie 
of  the  School  Department  to  address  the  Body  if  necessary  regarding  the  School  Budget.  Motion 
carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  1.  Selectman  Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  hear 
reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees. 

State  Representative  Carol  Cleven  came  forth  and  presented  a report  highlighting  the 
progress  of  bills  passed  and  areas  of  concerns  addressed  by  the  Elected  Officials  and  citizens  of 
the  Town.  The  Route  3 bill  was  heard  and  re-filed  by  the  Governor  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Transportation  Committee.  The  Committee  will  not  act  upon  it  until  after  the  budget. 
The  progress  of  the  Bike  Path  is  still  ongoing.  Funding  for  the  improvements  of  the  intersections 
of  Route  4 (North  Rd)  with  Parkhurst  Rd,  Dalton  Rd,  and  Davis  Rd  were  vetoed  by  the  Governor 
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last  year.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  did  not  allow  this  to  be  removed  and  she  has  requested  that 
amendments  to  this  upcoming  budget  be  made  to  include  it.  The  revitalization  of  Central  Square 
has  been  approved  but  not  authorized  yet.  She  will  file  amendments  to  include  this  if  it’s  not  in 
the  budget.  In  regards  to  the  Sewer  project,  monies  are  proposed  to  be  available  in  the  form  of 
revolving  funds  and  some  grants.  School  aide  formula  will  not  change  this  year.  It  is  felt  that  it 
may  change  at  the  expiration  of  the  education  reform  bill,  possibly  by  the  fall  a new  formula  may 
be  in  effect.  A number  of  bills  are  being  proposed  regarding  health  care.  She  also  mentioned  that 
she  is  available  at  the  Town  Office  Building  every  third  Friday  of  the  month  from  10  AM  to  12 
Noon. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  2.  The  Moderator  read  the  motion  then  stated  that  he  would  read 
each  of  the  total  line  items  asking  for  the  need  of  discussion  or  questions.  He  began  with 
Municipal  Administration  through  Debt  and  Interest,  reading  the  Personnel  Services  and 
Expense  totals  under  each.  The  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  then  addressed  the  Body.  He 
first  commented  on  the  award  presented  by  the  GFOA.  He  said  that  only  five  other  communities 
in  Massachusetts  have  received  this  award;  it  is  something  that  has  been  worked  on  for  a number 
of  years.  It’s  a combine  effort  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Finance  Committee,  and  the  Town 
Meeting  Body.  The  information  that  the  Body  demands  from  himself  and  staff,  in  order  to 
analyst  and  vote  on  the  budget.  He  expressed  particular  credit  to  John  Codderre  Assistant  to  the 
Town  Manager  who  gave  tremendous  effort  on  moving  the  budget  document  forward  to  the 
point  that  it  is  at.  The  Body  responded  with  a round  of  applause.  The  Town  Manager  then  went 
on  to  say  that  he  is  presenting  a “balanced  budget.”  Not  just  in  terms  of  its  expenditures,  but  in 
terms  of  the  services  provided.  There  are  no  dramatic  changes.  The  Town  is  staying  on  course 
with  its  financial  plan,  investing  in  the  educational  system  for  both  the  public  and  Nashoba 
Schools.  Continuing  funding  Public  Safety,  regarding  fire  and  traffic  enforcement  and  police 
presents.  Continuing  to  invest  in  the  infrastructure  regarding  the  Sewer  project,  Land  Use 
Management  and  Recreational  programs.  He  then  gave  a brief  synopsis  of  the  budget  in  terms  of 
where  the  money  comes  in  from  and  goes  out.  68%  of  the  funding  comes  from  local  property 
taxes.  He  went  over  the  proposed  revenue  figures,  and  said  that  adjustments  may  be  made  in  the 
fall  depending  on  the  State  revenue  received.  He  then  showed  the  breakdown  of  the  direct 
service  costs  concerning  education,  public  safety,  community  services,  warrant  articles,  debt  and 
interest  and  non-appropriated  expenses.  Before  there  was  any  questions  and  discussions,  the 
Moderator  made  a point  of  order.  A Special  Town  Meeting  had  been  posted  for  8:00  PM.  Seeing 
that  it  was  now  8:10  PM,  he  felt  that  the  Special  should  be  addressed,  then  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Special  come  back  to  Article  two.  Karen  Ready  then  moved  to  adjourn  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  at  this  time  in  order  to  address  the  posted  Special  Town  Meeting.  The  Moderator  asked 
for  a vote  on  this  motion  to  adjourn,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Meeting  adjourned  at 
8:10  PM. 


Special  Town  Meeting 
April  26, 1999 

The  Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  called  the  Special  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  8:10  PM. 
He  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  151  Town  Meeting  Representatives  present 
at  the  Senior  Center  on  Groton  Road. 
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Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  Constables  return  of  the 
warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Weisfeldt  then  moved  that  the 
reading  of  the  entire  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  1.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Article  3 as  voted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  24,  1994  as  amended  by 
Article  1 of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  27,  1998,  by  increasing  the  amount  to  be 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  renovating  the  Center  School  for  use  as  an  educational  facility  from 
$7,393,399  to  $7,935,000,  and  further  to  declare  that  this  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  an 
emergency  measure  necessary  for  the  immediate  preservation  of  the  peace,  health,  safety  or 
convenience  of  the  Town. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  short  of  any  extreme  unforeseen  circumstances  this  is 
the  final  vote  needed  for  appropriating  funds  for  the  Center  School  project.  The  project  did  have 
additional  costs  that  were  associated  with  the  asbestos  floor  tiles,  wood  joists  in  the  roof  structure 
as  well  as  the  normal  costs  due  to  renovations.  This  number  also  includes  the  cost  for 
technology,  which  in  the  warrant  books  shows  in  the  Capital  Budget  article.  If  this  article  passes 
then  the  amount  of  $341,800,  will  be  reduced  from  the  Capital  Planning  Budget,  which  is  a 
better  accounting  purpose  for  the  State  reimbursement.  The  State  will  reimburse  this  project 
64%  level  so  the  actual  cost  is  36  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  stressed  that  even  though  this  total  is  a 
larger  amount  of  money  then  first  anticipated  to  renovate  the  building,  it  is  still  substantially  less 
then  the  cost  to  built  a new  elementary  school  which  clearly  the  Town  has  a need  for,  due  to  the 
current  school  population.  D.  Lorraine  Lambert  questioned  if  she  could  add  $88,000  for  a 
Library  at  the  Center  School,  it  was  mentioned  in  the  papers  that  this  was  being  cut.  The 
$88,000  is  already  in  this  total  figure  for  books.  He  explained  that  as  the  money  became  tighter 
and  tighter  certain  costs  were  bid  out  in  stages  for  equipment  and  furnishings  She  questioned  if 
this  is  the  cost  for  the  room  or  does  it  include  the  books.  It  is  for  both  room  and  books.  Robert 
Hall  questioned  that  during  the  construction  money  had  been  allocated  for  furnishings;  does  this 
increase  restore  the  money  back  into  furnishings?  Yes  it  does,  $400,000.00  will  now  be 
available  for  the  Library  and  other  equipment.  Arthur  Carmen  questioned  if  this  figure  will  now 
include  the  money  needed  for  a playground  at  the  School?  Right  now  the  $40,000.00  is  on  the 
contingency  budget  for  funding,  as  long  as  there  are  no  further  unexpected  expenses.  However,  if 
expenses  do  occur  then  there  will  be  no  funding  for  a playground  and  it  will  have  to  be  addressed 
at  a later  time.  Gary  Matthews  says  that  this  project  has  come  before  the  Body  for  further 
increases.  He  questioned  the  management  of  the  project.  The  Manager  explained  that  this 
project  was  originally  funded  in  1994,  which  was  based  on  the  cost  estimates  at  that  time.  When 
it  was  put  out  to  bid  last  year  there  was  a different  construction  market  and  certain  changes  in  the 
codes  brought  additional  changes  to  the  costs.  There  was  $400,000  in  the  budget  for  costs 
escalated  but  when  it  was  bid  out  it  out  stripped  that  amount.  This  new  amount  includes  all  the 
construction  costs  plus  the  technology  costs,  which  would  have  been  addressed  under  the  Capital 
Budget  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  Finance  Committee‘s  recommendation.  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  Marcia  Dobroth  said  that  the  Finance  Committee  was  in  favor  of  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen’s  recommendation,  Selectman 
Weisfeldt  said  the  Board  was  in  favor  of  the  article.  The  Moderator  said  that  this  required  a 
2/3 ’s  vote  and  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  The  Moderator  declared  that  the  motion  passed  by 
a 2/3’s  vote  citing  the  2/3 ’s  vote  by-law. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  2.  The  Town  Manager  asked  that  this  article  be  withdrawn.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to  withdraw.  The  motion  carried, 
unanimously.  The  article  read  as  follows.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  public  ways 
the  layout  of  a portion  of  Willis  Drive  and  Twelfth  Avenue  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk;  and  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  borrow  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  making  improvements  to  said  ways;  and  move  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent 
easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or 
otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road  improvements,  and  move  that  the 
Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  and/or 
borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  a result 
of  any  such  taking;  and  move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements  thereto,  and  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  assess  betterment’s  pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter  80  on  those 
individuals  who  receive  a benefit  from  said  road  improvements. 

The  Town  Manager  then  moved  to  withdraw  articles  3, 4, 5, 6 in  order  to  provide  more 
time  to  meet  with  the  Water  Districts  and  the  Conservation  Commission  regarding  questions. 
And  it  is  anticipated  to  bring  these  articles  as  well  as  Article  2 back  before  the  Body  in  the  future 
for  consideration.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to  withdraw  these 
articles.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  articles  read  as  follows: 

UNDER  ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Conservation 
Commission  to  grant  to  the  Chelmsford  Water  District  a use  and  access  easement,  or  such  other 
interest  as  may  be  appropriate,  in  land  located  off  Elm  Street  and  Barnes  Terrace,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a well  field  and  public  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary 
appurtenances  thereto;  provided,  however,  that  the  Town  Manager  is  hereby  authorized  to 
negotiate  all  terms  and  conditions  of  said  easement,  subject  to  final  approval  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Division  of 
Conservation  Services,  and  provided  further,  that  said  land  shall  remain  under  the  control  of  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  shall  be  retained,  together  with  all  remaining  conservation  lands 
acquired  herewith,  for  conservation  and  passive  recreation  use  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  40,  Section 
8C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  and  any  agreement  entered  into  with  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  pursuant  to  said  acquisition. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  filing  of  a petition  in 
the  General  Court  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the  grant  of  the  use  and  access  easement,  or  other 
interest,  to  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  of  land  located  off  Elm  Street  and  Barnes  Terrace  as 
shown  on  a plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  district, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a well  field  and  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary 
appurtenances,  as  such  legislative  public  approval  may  be  required  by  Article  97  of  the 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  or  otherwise. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Conservation 
Commission  to  grant  to  the  Chelmsford  Water  District  a use  and  access  easement,  or  such  other 
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interest  as  may  be  appropriate,  in  land  located  off  Meadowbrook  Road,  as  shown  on  a plan  on 
file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a well  field  and  public  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances 
thereto;  provided,  however,  that  the  Town  Manager  is  hereby  authorized  to  negotiate  all  terms 
and  conditions  of  said  easement,  subject  to  final  approval  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Conservation  Commission,  and  provided  further,  that  said  land  shall  remain  under  the  control  of 
the  Conservation  Commission  and  shall  be  retained,  together  with  all  remaining  conservation 
lands  acquired  herewith,  for  conservation  and  passive  recreation  use  as  set  forth  in  Chapter  40, 
Section  8C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  filing  of  a petition  in 
the  General  Court  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the  grant  of  the  use  and  access  easement,  or  other 
interest,  to  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  of  land  located  off  Meadowbrook  Road  as  shown  on  a 
plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  at  the  offices  of  the  Chelmsford  Water  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a well  field  and  water  supply,  together  with  any  necessary  appurtenances, 
as  such  legislative  public  approval  may  be  required  by  Article  97  of  the  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  Massachusetts  or  otherwise. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  7.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  to  amend  the  Fiscal 
Year  1999  Operating  Budget  as  voted  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April 
27,  1998  as  amended  by  the  vote  passed  under  Article  8 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on 
October  19,  1998  by  making  the  following  changes: 

Increase  Line  Item  # 3 Chelmsford  Public  Schools,  by  $275,000  to  $33,253,000 

And  that  the  Town  transfers  and  appropriates  $275,000  from  available  funds  to  defray  such 
changes. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  an  amendment  to  the  Public  School  Budget. 
This  money  is  from  the  Lottery  Funds  revenue  which  had  been  turned  back  to  the  Town.  It  had 
been  put  aside  for  emergency  use  and  if  not  needed  would  have  been  returned  to  free  cash. 

Due  to  additional  costs  to  the  Special  Education  the  School  Committee  came  before  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  explained  that  more  money  would  be  needed  to  fund  the  budget  in  order  to 
maintain  the  current  level  of  service.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  discussion,  hearing  none, 
he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  8.  The  Moderator  said  he  would  read  the  article  then  cited  that  due 
to  a potential  conflict  he  would  be  stepping  from  the  Chair.  Selectman  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to 
establish  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  as  an  electric  retail  load  aggregator  in  accordance  with  Section 
134  (a)  of  M.G.L.  chapter  164,  acting  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  electricity  from  electricity 
consumers  within  the  Town,  independently  or  in  joint  action  with  other  municipalities,  by 
negotiating  pricing,  terms  and  conditions  for  the  purchase  of  electric  energy  and  energy  related 
services,  the  Town  Manager,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  is  further  authorized 
to  execute  an  inter-municipal  agreement  for  this  purpose,  to  develop  an  energy  plan,  and  to 
comply  further  with  all  requirements  for  the  aggregated  purchase  of  energy  and  energy-related 
services  as  required  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
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The  Town  Clerk  Mary  E.  St.Hilaire  took  over  the  Chair  as  the  Acting  Moderator.  The 
Town  Manager  explained  the  article.  The  Companies  that  we  currently  deal  with  for  electricity 
will  no  longer  be  generating  electricity.  Instead  they  will  become  simply  the  transmission 
agents  for  the  electricity.  We  as  consumers,  as  residents,  businesses,  municipalities,  will  have 
the  oportunity  to  buy  the  electricity  on  the  open  market  at  what  ever  the  most  favorable  cost  is 
that  can  be  found.  If  we  buy  in  bulk  we  could  save  considerably.  By  using  the  deregulation  law 
we  won’t  become  an  electrical  unit,  we  would  become  an  aggregator.  Which  means  we  would 
solicit  proposals  from  various  electric  companies  either  on  our  own  or  with  other  municipalities. 

Which  would  make  the  most  sense  to  go  out  and  buy  electricity  in  bulk  or  produce  a model 
contract  for  the  procurement  of  electricity  by  the  consumers  within  the  Town  borders,  residents 
or  businesses.  The  Town  would  not  be  in  the  business  of  buying  the  electricity  or  collecting  any 
of  the  money  to  pay  for  the  electricity.  We  would  create  a package  that  consumers  could  utilize 
in  order  to  realize  some  savings.  This  is  new  territory,  the  Towns  of  Bedford  and  Lexington 
have  moved  into  this  direction.  City  of  Haverhill  and  all  of  the  Cape  communities  have  joined 
together  and  are  soliciting  proposals  from  energy  providers.  We  would  be  able  to  develop  an 
energy  plan.  This  would  be  funded  by  the  conservation  or  surcharge  fee.  Currently  this  money 
goes  to  Ma  Electric  to  pay  for  conservation  measurers.  We  could  use  it  in  the  Schools  and 
Municipal  Buildings  to  make  improvements  to  lighting  fixtures  and  installation  in  order  to  save 
on  some  of  our  energy  costs  which  is  the  requirement.  Once  the  plan  is  approved  by  the  State  we 
could  utilized  the  money  as  we  see  fit  to  make  our  own  improvements.  The  money  received  in 
Town  would  stay  in  Town  and  be  used  for  our  improvements.  Glenn  Thoren  questioned  if  there 
would  be  put  in  place  a group  of  individuals  to  monitor  this  process.  Yes  a task  force  would  be 
formed.  Mark  Connors  questions  if  there  would  be  a budget  increase  in  personnel.  The  Manager 
said  that  the  Town  might  need  additional  funding  for  technical  expertise  and  advice  and  support. 

Gary  Matthews  questioned  the  time  frame?  Hopefully  about  one  year.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Acting 
Moderator  asked  for  any  discussion?  Hearing  none,  she  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Dennis  McHugh  returned  to  the  Chair  as  Moderator.  He  announced  that  the  Special 
Town  Meeting  was  concluded  at  8:35  PM  and  moved  to  return  to  the  business  of  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  2 con’t  George  Merrill  questioned  if  the  new  valuation  was  going  to  be 
included  in  the  tax  rate  for  next  year.  He  felt  that  residents  were  being  taxed  twice.  The  Manager  explained 
that  the  formula  is  based  on  Proposition  2 Vi.  He  asked  for  the  law.  Town  Counsel  John  Georgio  cited  that 
the  law  is  Ma  State  Law  59  section  2 1C.  Mark  Connors  questioned  the  offset  receipt  of  the  Public  Works 
budget.  The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  sewer  user  fee.  It  is  an  available  fund  that  can  be 
appropriated  to  offset  the  costs  for  the  up  coming  year.  The  Town  treats  it  as  ordinary  revenue  for  budget 
purposes.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  various  recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 

George  Merrill  moved  to  amend  the  article  by  doing  the  following.  On  page  20  Assessors  Expense, 
be  reduced  to  $61,400,  reducing  the  total  to  $293,124,  on  page  36,  Sewer  Division  expense,  be  reduced  to 
$418,619,  reducing  the  total  to  $713,532.  The  resulting  savings  of  $186,500  be  added  to  the  Finance 
Committee  Reserve  Fund  (Article  6)  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  defraying  additional  cost  for  the  Center 
School.  Town  Counsel  John  Georgio  ruled  that  the  last  line  regarding  the  savings  of  $186,500  could  not  be 
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part  of  the  motion.  Mr  Merrill  can  not  direct  that  money  be  placed  in  the  reserve  fund.  If  there  is  money  left 
because  money  has  been  saved,  it  is  returned  to  the  Free  Cash.  The  Moderator  said  that  he  would  line  out 
the  sentence  and  read  the  actual  motion  that  will  be  discussed.  George  Merrill  explained  the  purpose  of  his 
motion.  In  the  blue  budget  book  page  B-15  $5,000  to  be  removed  fromline  53120  and  $1,500  from  line 
57100,  page  E10,  $180,000  from  line  56010  making  a total  reduction  of  $186,500.  He  felt  that  this  is  excess 
monies  that  haven’t  been  used  in  the  past,  judging  from  the  previous  year.  He  urged  that  the 
Representatives  should  attend  the  Finance  budget  hearings,  and  asked  for  support  of  the  motion.  The  Town 
Manager  spoke  against  the  motion.  The  user  fee  that  is  paid  to  the  City  of  Lowell  is  an  accurate  estimated 
cost.  The  Town  knows  the  actual  costs.  There  are  more  users  coming  on  all  the  time,  which  causes  more 
flow  to  the  City  of  Lowell  hence  more  charges  to  the  Town  to  pay  for  the  flow.  If  the  money  budgeted  is  not 
used  it  will  be  returned  to  free  cash.  More  discussion  took  place  regarding  this  issue.  The  Moderator  asked 
for  recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  did  not  recommend  the  motion.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommends  the  motion  to  amend  3-2  for  purposes  of  discussion.  The  Board  was  polled.  Selectman  Dalton- 
Yes,  Selectman  Moran-Yes,  Selectman  McCall-Yes,  Selectman  Eliopoulos-No,  Selectmen  Weisfeldt-Yes, 
the  vote  was  now  4-1  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  amend.  Roger  Sumner  questioned  the  Finance  Committee  on 
their  vote.  Marcia  Dobroth  explained  that  based  on  the  budget  number  and  discussions  with  both  the 
department  head  and  the  Town  Manager,  the  Committee  supports  the  budget  based  on  these  hearings.  John 
Emerson  of  the  Sewer  Commission  spoke  against  the  motion.  He  cited  that  three  years  ago  the  monies 
weren’t  there  to  pay  for  surcharges  from  the  City  of  Lowell  billed  the  Town  and  the  Manager  had  to  come 
back  asking  for  more.  More  discussion  took  place.  Dennis  Ready  spoke  against  the  motion  to  amend.  Clare 
Jeannotte  of  the  Finance  Committee  said  that  this  is  a logical  and  conservative  way  to  fund  this  budget.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  further  discussion,  hearing  none  he  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to  amend, 
motion  defeated.  He  then  asked  if  there  was  any  need  to  hear  further  discussion  on  the  main  motion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  main  motion,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article 
reads  as  follows: 

Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $64,991,259  to  defray  Town  charges  for  the  fiscal  period  July  1,  1999  to  June  30,  2000 
according  to  the  following  line  items: 

Municipal  Administration 


Personnel  Services 

$1,240,975 

Expenses 

$ 588,831 

Chelmsford  School  Department 

$ 35,578,000 

Nashoba  Technical  High  School 

Assessment 

$ 825,326 

Public  Safety 

Personnel  Services 

$ 7,311,439 

Expense 

$ 636,699 

Public  Works 

Personnel  Services 

$ 1,557,162 

Expense 

$ 3,506,448 

Offset  Receipt 

($  968,086) 

TOTAL 

$ 4,095,564 
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Sewer  Commission 


Expense 

$ 20,000 

Cemetery  Department 

Personnel  Services 

$212,436 

Expense 

$ 35,275 

Community  Services 

Personnel  Services 

$ 492,295 

Expense 

$ 196,800 

Library 

Personnel  Services 

$ 866,221 

Expense 

$314,607 

Undistributed  Expenses 

$ 5,866,647 

Debt  and  Interest 

Principal 

$4,991,383 

Interest 

$ 1,718,801 

UNDER  ARTICLE  3.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  $7,500  Conservation  fees  under  Wetlands  Special  Revenue  Fund  to  reduce  the 
Conservation  Commission  Budget  Fiscal  Year  2000. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a standard  yearly  article.  The  part-time 
conservation  agent  is  funded  from  fees  paid.  The  Finance  Committee  recommends  the  article. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  4.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  the  sum  of  $1,245,000  from  Sewer  Betterment’s,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt 
portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  Budget. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a standard  article.  It  reduces  the  amount  of 
taxes  to  fund  the  sewer  project.  He  asked  for  support  of  the  article.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  5.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  the  sum  of  $310,698  from  Sewer  Rate  Relief  Funds,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the 
exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  Budget. 
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The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  money  comes  from  the  State.  It  helps  reduce  the 
amount  of  tax  money  used  for  the  project.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  6.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $150,000.00  to  be  used  as  a Reserve  Fund  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  as  provided  in  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Section  6. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  for  unforeseen  emergencies  needed  through  the 
year.  The  amount  needed  has  been  reduced  over  the  past  years.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  7.  Cemetery  Superintendent  John  Sousa  moved  that  the  Town  vote 
to  transfer  the  sum  of  $24,000.00  from  the  sale  of  the  graves  and  lots  to  the  Cemetery 
Improvement  and  Development  Fund. 

Cemetery  Superintendent  John  Sousa  explained  that  this  is  a standard  article.  This 
transfer  of  funds  from  the  Sale  of  Cemetery  lots  is  used  for  the  improvements  of  the  cemeteries. 
The  money  doesn’t  need  to  be  funded  from  taxes  to  do  the  improvements.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  8.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $19,000  to  engage  a private  accounting  firm  to  prepare  an  audit 
of  all  accounts  in  all  departments  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford. 

The  Town  Manager  said  this  is  for  the  annual  yearly  audit.  The  books  and  all  grant 
monies  are  checked.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion 
carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  9.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,005,200  for  the  following  capital  projects: 
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Department 

Project 

Expenditure 

Fire 

North  Station  Roof 

$15,000 

Quint  ( ladder  truck/pump  Engine) 

$500,000 

Police 

Cruiser  Replacement 

$135,000 

Public  Safety  Subtotal 

$650,000 

DPW 

Drainage  Improvements 

$100,000 

Loader 

$185,000 

Backhoe 

$100,000 

Pick-up  truck 

$25,000 

One  Ton  Dump  Trucks  (2) 

$65,000 

Brush  Chipper 

$25,000 

Public  Works  Subtotal 

$500,000 

Elder  Services 

Van  Replacement 

$42,000 

Kitchen  Equipment 

$19,000 

Community  Services  Subtotal 

$61,000 

McCarthv  Middle 

Roof  Repairs 

$40,000 

South  Row 

Roof  Replacement 

$340,000 

Technologv 

CHS  & Middle  Schools 

Classroom  Computers/Printers 

$234,000 

Various  Schools 

Telecommunications 

$105,200 

Furniture  Replacement 

$60,000 

Video  Projector 

$15,000 

School  Department  Subtotal 

$794,200 

CAPITAL  PROJECTS  TOTAL 

$2,005,200 

And  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $900,000  from  Free  Cash,  transfer  $1,095  from  unexpended  bond 
proceeds  under  Article  30  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  May  5,  1994,  transfer  $7,147from 
unexpended  bond  proceeds  under  Article  3 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  April  24,  1995, 
transfer  $24,007  from  unexpended  bond  proceeds  under  Article  6 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
of  April  29,  1996,  transfer  $9,046  from  unexpended  bond  proceeds  under  Article  6 of  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  of  April  28,  1997,  and  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board 
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of  Selectmen,  to  borrow  $1,065,000  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Sections  7 
and  8 or  any  other  enabling  authority  to  fund  these  obligations. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  $900,000.00  will  come  from  free  cash  and 
$1,065,000.00  will  be  borrowed,  he  went  over  the  list  of  items.  The  Fire  Department  needs  a 
new  truck,  the  present  one  is  twenty-five  years  old.  The  cruiser  replacement  is  an  on  going 
process  of  taking  five  old  cruisers  off  the  road  and  replacing  with  new  ones.  Drainage  lines  are 
being  replaced  while  streets  are  opened  for  the  sewer  project.  The  DPW  needs  proper  equipment 
to  maintain  two  hundred  miles  of  roads.  The  Elder  Services  are  replacing  a donated  van.  The 
kitchen  equipment  at  the  Senior  Center  needs  to  be  replaced;  it  is  twelve  years  old.  The  Friends 
of  the  Senior  Center  first  brought  it.  School  roofs  need  to  be  addressed.  Technology  for  schools 
provides  continuing  educational  investment.  This  article  provides  funding  for  items  beyond  the 
operating  budget.  Utilizes  money  in  most  efficient  ways.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Roger  Sumner  questioned  if  the 
DPW  equipment  purchased  is  new  or  used.  The  Manager  explained  that  the  equipment  is  brought 
new.  It  is  kept  for  so  long  that  it  is  not  feasible  to  buy  used  equipment.  Used  equipment  tends  to 
mean  purchasing  someone  else’s  problems.  It  has  been  done  in  the  past  and  the  equipment  had 
problems  that  required  a great  deal  of  repairs.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  need  for  further 
discussion.  Hearing  none  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  10.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  sand  lease  approved  by 
the  Town  under  Article  4 of  the  1998  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  27,1998. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  first  year  of  paying  off  the  acquisition  of 
land  brought  for  sand.  Instead  of  leasing  the  land  as  done  in  the  past.  The  land  contains  a great 
amount  of  sand,  enough  for  20-25  years.  Richard  Day  questioned  the  closeness  of  the 
excavating  to  the  residential  homes.  George  Merrill  wanted  to  know  what  would  the  future  use 
be?  His  concerns  were  because  of  the  acquifer  for  the  North  Chelmsford  Water  wells.  Bernard 
Lynch  said  possible  recreational  fields.  The  Finance  Committee  recommends  the  article.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show 
of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  11.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $20,000.00  to  provide  Senior  Citizen  Real  Estate  Tax  Payment 
Vouchers  for  services  rendered,  pursuant  to  an  agreement  by  the  Town  Manager. 

The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  an  annual  article.  Chelmsford  was  the  first 
community  in  Massachusetts  to  provide  this  service  to  residents.  It  allows  seniors  to  work  for 
the  Town  and  receive  vouchers  to  apply  payment  towards  their  real  estate  taxes.  It  has  been 
extremely  successful.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands, 
motion  carried,  unanimously. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  12.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $2,106.00  with  which  to  meet  bills  from 
previous  years. 

The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  13.  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission  John  P.  Emerson  Jr  moved 
that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the  Sewer  Commissioners  to 
acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple  with 
buildings  and  trees  thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  property  located 
in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further  described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans 
entitled  “Plan  of  Sewer  Easements  in  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  Phase  4A  Sewers  dated  March, 
1999  prepared  for  the  Chelmsford  Sewer  Commission  by  Richard  F.  Kaminski  & Associates, 
Inc.”,  a copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by 
reference,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and  all 
other  appurtenances  thereto;  and  paying  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  the  result  of  any 
such  taking. 

John  Emerson  of  the  Sewer  Commission  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article,  which 
needs  to  be  voted  in  order  to  award  a contract  for  the  continuing  sewer  project.  Jean  Rook 
wanted  to  know  if  shade  trees  are  replaced  once  removed.  Only  if  the  trees  were  taken  due  to 
the  actual  easement.  If  the  trees  were  located  in  the  easement  they  will  not  be  replaced,  however 
if  they  were  located  along  the  easement  and  had  to  be  removed  then  those  trees  will  be  replaced. 
Money  is  built  into  the  budget  to  allow  for  this.  The  Finance  Committee  recommends  the  article. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands.  The  Moderator  declared  that  the  motion  passed  by  a 2/3’s  vote  citing  the 
2/3 ’s  vote  by-law. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  14.  Selectman  Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
accept  the  following  mentioned  streets,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  shown  by  their 
reports  duly  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk: 

Farley  Brook  Road 
Rolling  Green  Lane 

Providing  all  the  construction  of  the  same  meets  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  and  subject  to  the  withholding  of  any  remaining  bonds  until  such  requirements  have 
been  met;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  any 
and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees 
thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety 
and  road  improvements,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  $ 2.00  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees 
and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which 
may  be  awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements  thereto. 
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The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  above  two  streets  have  met  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Town.  Originally  there  were  four  streets,  but  two  were  not  ready  for  acceptance  as  of  yet. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  15.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
authorize  a revolving  fund  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  C.  44,  S.  53E  XA  for  the  Council 
on  Aging  for  Fiscal  Year  2000.  The  receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the 
collection  of  fees  from  the  implementation  of  a Senior  Trip  program.  The  Council  on  Aging 
shall  be  authorized  to  spend  money  from  the  fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation 
necessary  for  implementing  a Senior  Trip  program.  Expenditures  from  the  Senior  Trip  program 
revolving  fund  shall  be  limited  to  $ 300,000  during  Fiscal  Year  2000. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a revolving  fund  account,  which  needs  to  be 
approved  each  year  per  State  law.  This  fund  has  been  in  effect  for  a few  years.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  16.  The  Moderator  read  the  article.  The  Town  Manager  explained 
that  this  would  provide  a forty-five  foot  easement  area  to  the  Middlesex  Canal.  The  canal  is  a 
historic  site.  The  goal  is  to  provide  educational  information  and  access  to  the  site.  Jim  Jason,  an 
abutter  to  the  site  asked  if  there  would  be  a gate?  Jacob  Sartz  questioned  if  the  Water 
Commissioners  had  been  notified  of  this?  The  East  Chelmsford’s  acquifer  is  in  the  area  shown. 
He  felt  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  hadn’t  made  any  effort  to  talk  to  the  abutters.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  the  recommendations  of  the  Boards.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Jim  Jason  spoke  against  the 
article.  He  cited  that  there  have  been  many  problems  in  the  past  with  this  particular  area.  His 
house  is  the  only  one  on  Canal  Street  and  without  a gate  it  would  open  up  his  property  to  all  sorts 
of  problems.  It  is  a desolated  area.  In  the  past  his  home  had  been  broken  into.  Dirt  bikes  get 
down  in  the  area  and  problems  arise.  Kathy  Redican  a member  of  the  East  Water  Commission 
expressed  concerns  for  the  Water  Districts  Office  located  on  the  Road  as  well  as  for  the 
residents.  Jeff  Stallard  member  of  the  Historic  Commission  said  that  the  Commission  supported 
the  Article.  The  Canal  was  established  in  the  1800’s  and  it  was  the  waterway  used  to  get  to 
Boston,  by  Chelmsford  and  surrounding  Towns  that  it  ran  through.  Bill  Martin  who  grew  up  in 
the  area  spoke  against  it  because  of  the  desolation,  and  reputation,  residents  concerns  are 
justified.  David  McLachlan  spoke  in  favor.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  said  that  this  is  to  allow 
the  Selectmen  to  sign  the  paperwork.  Before  this  would  be  done  the  Board  would  make  sure  that 
the  concerns  of  the  residents  would  be  addressed.  Peggy  Dunn  spoke  in  favor.  Jane  Drury  of  the 
Middlesex  Canal  Commission  said  that  the  Commission  would  not  make  a road  through  the  area. 
They  wanted  to  keep  it  as  open  space.  Preserve  it  as  a nature  walk.  The  Commission  does  not 
want  any  traffic  on  the  Road.  Selectman  Dalton  said  that  this  is  the  first  time  the  Board  has  heard 
any  opposition  on  the  article.  John  Emerson  felt  that  the  article  should  be  defeated  and  brought 
back  at  a later  time  once  the  issues  and  concerns  of  all  have  been  addressed.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further  debate.  Hearing  none  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  defeated.  The  article  read  as  follows: 
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Selectman  Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  grant  a 45  foot  wide  easement  to  the  Middlesex  Canal  Association  over  a certain 
parcel  of  land  off  Brick  Kiln  Road,  now  or  formerly  known  as  Canal  Street.  The  land  is 
identified  as  Assessors  Map  247,  Lot  12,  and  is  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of 
Deeds  at  Book  6438,  Page  289,  and  Plan  Book  152,  Plan  1.  The  purpose  of  the  easement  is  to 
provide  access  to  the  public  and  allow  for  the  construction  of  improvements  along  the  course  of 
the  Old  Middlesex  Canal. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  17.  Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  waive  the  reading  of  the  article. 
Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  would  allow  the  Town 
to  put  in  place  a by-law  that  legally  prohibits  any  new  wiring  above  ground.  Utilities  and  the 
Town  both  feel  that  this  by-law  is  needed  in  order  to  enforce  the  article  that  passed  at  last  year’s 
town  meeting.  It  can  be  amended  from  time  to  time  when  the  Town  begins  burying  the  cables  in 
other  areas  underground.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  various  recommendations.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  Tracey  Wallace  Cody  came  forth  and  read  the  Planning  Board's 
recommendation: 

Article  17  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  proposed  depression  of  overhead  utilities  in 
Chelmsford  Center.  The  Chelmsford  Planning  Board  held  a duly  noticed  public  hearing  on  April 
14,  1999.  The  Chelmsford  Planning  Board,  in  accordance  with  G.L.  c 166,s  22B,  hereby  reports 
that  it  finds  and  concludes  that  the  public  safety,  health,  convenience  or  welfare  would  be 
advanced  by  a program  prohibiting  the  new  installation  construction  of  poles,  overhead  wires  and 
associated  overhead  structures  in  the  area  known  as  Chelmsford  Center,  extending  from  Larcom 
Square  through  the  Center,  around  the  Common  and  north  to  the  intersection  of  Chelmsford  and 
Fletcher  Street,  all  as  described  on  a plan  on  file  with  the  town  Engineer.  The  Planning  board 
therefore  recommends  to  the  Town  Meeting  that  the  Town  Meeting  vote  in  favor  of  adopting 
Article  17  of  the  April  26,  1999  Town  Meeting  Warrant.  Steve  Flynn  questioned  how  this  was 
going  to  be  paid  for.  The  Manager  explained  that  a 2%  charge  of  the  individuals  utility  bill  will 
be  charged  monthly  to  each  bill.  Steven  Flynn  questioned  the  time  frame  for  this  charge.  How 
can  it  be  controlled,  what  prevents  the  utility  company  from  continuing  the  2%  charge  once  the 
project  is  over?  The  Manager  said  that  this  is  a good  point  and  all  the  more  reason  that  the  by-law 
should  be  passed.  The  Town  will  be  able  to  keep  track  of  the  project  and  the  amount  of  money 
that  be  charged  and  received.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  a need  for  further  discussion, 
hearing  none  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried.  The  articles  reads 
as  follows: 

Selectman  Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  General  By-laws 
Article  VII  MISCELLANEOUS  by  adding  the  following: 

Section  18.  Overhead  Wires 


1.  Definitions 

For  purposes  of  this  by-law,  the  definitions  of  “person”,  poles  and  overhead  wires  and  associated 
overhead  structures”  and  “utility”  shall  be  the  same  definitions  as  that  set  forth  in  Section  22A  of 
Chapter  166  of  the  General  Laws. 
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2.  Prohibiting  Installation  of  New  Poles  and  Overhead  Wires 


A.  No  utility  shall  install  or  construct,  except  by  way  of  replacement  or  upgrading  of 
existing  facilities,  any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures  upon,  along 
or  across  any  public  way  within  the  parts  of  the  Town  listed  in  Article  VII,  Section  18-2-B  and 
Article  VII,  Section  18-3-A  of  the  General  By-laws.  Any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and 
associated  overhead  structures  upon,  along  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures 
installed  or  constructed  in  violation  of  this  by-law  shall  be  immediately  removed  by  the  utility 
responsible  therefore. 

B.  This  by-law  applies  to  the  following  parts  of  Town: 


1 . Any  public  way  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  after  the  effective  date  of  this  by- 
law unless  waived  by  the  Planning  Board  pursuant  to  the  Subdivision  Rules  and 
Regulations. 

2.  Any  way  in  which  the  wires  and  utility  facilities  are  underground  as  of  the  effective 
date  of  this  by-law. 

C.  Any  Person  who  installs  or  constructs  any  poles  and  overhead  wires  and  associated 
overhead  structures  which  are  in  violation  of  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  not  less 
than  one  thousand  ($1,000.00)  dollars  and  not  more  than  five  ($5,000.00)  dollars  for  each 
consecutive  fifteen  day  period  during  which  the  failure  continues. 

D.  This  by-law  implements  General  Laws,  Chapter  166,  Section  22C  and  shall  be 
construed  in  a manner  consistent  with  the  definitions  in  Section  22A  of  Chapter  166. 

2,  Removal  of  Existing  Poles  and  Overhead  Wires 

A.  Any  utility  presently  owning  or  operating  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated 
overhead  structures  within  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  shall  remove  said  poles  or  overhead  wires 
and  associated  overhead  structures.  Said  removal  shall  occur  in  the  area  known  as  Chelmsford 
Center  extending  from  Larcom  Square  through  the  Center,  around  the  Common  and  north  to  the 
intersection  of  Chelmsford  and  Fletcher  Streets  as.shown  on  a plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk 
entitled  “Chelmsford  Center  Utility  Depression  Area”,  dated  March  15,  1999. 

B.  Any  Utility  that  fails  to  remove  any  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead 
structures  required  to  be  removed  pursuant  to  Section  3-A  of  this  by-law  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  ($1,000.00)  dollars  and  not  more  than  five  thousand 
($5,000.00  ) dollars  for  each  fifteen  day  period  during  which  such  failure  continues;  provided 
however,  that  no  utility  shall  have  been  deemed  to  have  violated  this  article,  provided  that: 

1 . If  replacement  facilities  for  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures 
required  to  be  removed  will  be  needed  in  order  for  a utility  to  continue  its  service,  the  utility 
shall,  within  (60)  days  of  the  effective  date  of  this  article,  petition  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  pursuant  to  Section  22  of  Chapter  166  of  the  General  Laws  for  permission 
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to  install,  erect,  or  construct  under  the  public  ways  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  replacement 
facilities  for  such  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  structures,  and 

2.  The  Utility  shall  file  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  a plan 
(which  shall  be  consistent  with  Section  3-A  of  this  by-law),  for  removal  of  poles  or  overhead 
wires  and  associated  overhead  structures  and,  if  needed,  for  their  replacement  with  underground 

, facilities,  and 

3.  In  each  calendar  year  beginning  with  the  calendar  year  next  following  the  effective 
date  of  this  by-law  and  until  all  such  poles  or  overhead  wires  and  associated  overhead  structures 
shall  have  been  removed  any  utility  shall,  in  carrying  out  its  plan,  allocate  and  expend  for  the 
direct  cost  of  demolition  and  construction  (over  and  above  the  reasonable  value  of  salvage)  an 
amount  which  shall  not  be  less  than  two  percent  (2%)  of  its  gross  revenues  derived  during  the 
next  preceding  calendar  year  from  its  customers  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford:  and 

4.  The  utility  shall,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  March  in  each  year,  file  with  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  a statement  signed  under  the  penalties  of  peijury,  by  its 
Treasurer  setting  forth  in  detail  the  amounts  spent  by  the  utility  during  the  immediate  preceding 
calendar  year  in  carrying  out  its  plan;  the  purposes  for  which  such  expenditures  were  made,  the 
gross  revenues  derived  from  its  customers  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  during  the  immediately 
preceding  calendar  year;  provided,  however,  that  no  utility  which  enters  a cooperative  agreement 
under  Section  22  of  Chapter  166  of  the  General  Laws  shall  be  deemed  to  have  violated  this  by- 
law during  the  term  such  payments  are  to  be  made,  so  long  as  said  utility  shall  not  be  in  default 
of  said  cooperative  agreement. 

And  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  file  a home  rule  petition  to  expedite  the 
effective  date  of  this  by-law,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  166, 
Section  22. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  18.  John  P.  Emerson  Jr.  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
zoning  by-law  and  zoning  map  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  to  change  from  an  I A - Limited 
Industrial  District  to  a CB-  Roadside  Commercial  District  a portion  of  the  IA  - Industrial  District 
located  on  the  southerly  side  of  Maple  Road  and  Parkerville  Road  as  shown  on  the  zoning  map. 
The  area  to  be  rezoned  to  CB-  Roadside  Commercial  District  shall  be  all  of  the  land  currently 
shown  as  IA  on  the  zoning  map  westerly  of  the  railroad  line  shown  on  said  zoning  map  as  New 
York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  R.R.,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Attorney  James  Harrington  representing  Agway  who  is  the  petitioner  of  the  article.  The 
land  is  currently  used  by  Agway  who  has  been  at  this  location  for  thirty-five  years.  Historically 
the  land  was  zoned  since  1956  to  1963  as  retail.  Then  in  1963  it  was  changed  to  Industrial  Use. 
The  requested  zoning  change  would  bring  the  property  into  conformity  with  the  current  use  of  the 
property.  Presently  a variance  or  special  permit  is  required  from  the  Board  of  Appeals  if  any 
improvements  are  to  be  made  because  the  property  is  non-conforming.  The  Moderator  asked  for 
the  various  recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  Tracey  Wallace  Cody 
came  forth  and  read  the  Planning  Board's  recommendation: 
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IThe  Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held  a public  hearing  on  March  24, 

1999  on  the  above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a legal  notice  in  the  Chelmsford 
Independent  on  March  4,  1999  and  March  11,  1999,  a minimum  of  14  days  before  the  hearing. 

A copy  of  the  ad  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40 A,  Section  5.  And  the  Planning  Board  discussed  the 
merits  of  this  zoning-law  change.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Planning  Board  that  amending  the 

! Chelmsford  zoning  by-law,  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning  Map,  by  changing  land  in  South 
Chelmsford  bounded  in  part  by  Maple  and  Parkerville  Roads  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  from  IA  Limited  Industrial  to  CB  Roadside  Commercial  will  provide 
conformity  to  the  existing  uses  on  that  land.  Therefore,  in  keeping  with  the  general  intent  of  the 
Zoning  By-laws  in  the  development  of  the  community,  Planning  Board  voted  unanimously  (6-0) 
to  recommend  this  change  in  the  Official  Zoning  Map. 

The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further  debate.  Hearing  none  he  asked  for 
a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  19.  Selectman  Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  zoning  by-law  and  zoning  map  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  to  change  from  a CB- 
Roadside  to  IA-Limited  Industrial  District  the  property  located  on  10-12  Jean  Ave.  as  shown  on 
the  zoning  map,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Attorney  Kevin  Sullivan  representing  Allied  Paving  Corp.  which  has  been  a business  in 
Town  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  His  client  was  to  operate  a contracting  yard.  This  would  be  an 
extension  of  the  current  IA  zone  into  the  CB  zone.  The  use  is  substantially  similar.  The  land 
has  been  vacant  since  1995.  There  are  no  residential  homes  abutting  the  area.  The  Route  3 
bridge  separates  the  residential  home  from  the  site.  Directly  next  to  the  Site  is  a car  wash  and 
strip  mall.  He  asked  for  support  of  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  various 
recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  Tracey  Wallace  Cody  came 
forth  and  read  the  Planning  Board's  recommendation: 

The  Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held  a public  hearing  on  March  24, 

1999  on  the  above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a legal  notice  in  the  Chelmsford 
Independent  on  March  4,  1999  and  March  11,  1999,  a minimum  of  14  days  before  the  hearing. 

A copy  of  the  ad  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40A,  Section  5.  And  the  Planning  Board  discussed  the 
merits  of  this  zoning-law  change.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Planning  Board  that  amending  the 
Chelmsford  Zoning  by-law,  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning  Map  by  changing  land  on  10-12  Jean 
Avenue  from  CB  Roadside  Commercial  to  IA  Limited  Industrial  is  consistent  with  land  uses  in 
the  area. 

Therefore,  in  keeping  with  the  general  intent  and  purpose  of  the  Chelmsford  Zoning  by- 
law, the  Planning  Board  voted  5-0  with  2 abstentions  (due  to  ineligibility)  to  recommend  the 
zoning  amendment,  subject  to  the  revised  plan  dated  April  14,  1999. 

The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further  debate.  Hearing  none  he  asked  for 
a vote.  The  Moderator  said  that  this  required  a 2/3 ’s  vote  and  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  The 

Moderator  declared  that  the  motion  passed  by  a 2/3’s  vote  citing  the  2/3’s  vote  by-law. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  20,  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  Fiscal  Year  1999  operating  budget  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held 
on  April  27,  1998  as  follows: 

Decrease  Line  Item  # 10,  Cemetery  Personnel  Services,  by  $12,300 
Increase  Line  Item  #11,  Cemetery  Expenses,  by  $12,300 

The  Town  Manger  explained  that  this  is  a budgetary  amendment.  An  employee  was 
injured  on  the  job  and  the  Cemetery  Department  had  to  hire  contract  help.  The  money  to  pay 
this  cost  is  under  the  personnel  line  item,  and  needs  to  go  under  the  expense  in  order  to  pay  the 
amount  required.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article. 

Before  the  Moderator  took  the  vote  on  Article  20,  he  announced  that  Susan  Olsen  of  the 
Finance  Committee  had  submitted  a letter  of  resignation.  He  thanked  Susan  for  all  her  time  and 
efforts.  The  Body  responded  with  a round  of  applause.  He  then  announced  that  if  anyone  was 
interested  in  the  position  to  please  contact  him.  He  asked  that  the  Body  clear  off  their  tables.  He 
then  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  vote  for  Article  20.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

The  Moderator  then  declare  that  seeing  there  was  no  further  business  at  hand,  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  was  adjourned.  The  Meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL 
TOWN  MEETING  OCTOBER  18, 1999 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn  the 
Town  Meeting  Representatives  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center,  Groton  Road, 
North  Chelmsford  on  Monday,  the  eighteenth  of  October,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  evening  then  and 
there  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  VIZ: 


ARTICLE  1.  To  hear  reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 

ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  free  cash  $750,000  for  the 
reduction  of  the  tax  rate;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  $650,000  to  the 
Stabilization  Fund;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  and  appropriate 
from  available  funds  $518,670  to  the  Stabilization  Fund;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 
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ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  a certain  sum  of  money  with  which  to  pay  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  $59,889  to  the  School 
Department,  said  funding  coming  from  Medicaid  reimbursements;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

School  Committee 

ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  from  Special  Revenue  to  the 
School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  E-Rate  reimbursements;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

School  Committee 


ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  operating  budget 
under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  as  follows: 

Increase  Line  Item  #3  Chelmsford  School  Dept,  by  a certain  sum 
Decrease  Line  Item  #17  Debt  Principal  by  $399,914 
Decrease  Line  Item  #18  Debt  & Interest  by  $16,131 

And  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  a certain  sum  from  Free  Cash  to  defray  such 
changes;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  4 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
held  on  April  26,  1 999  by  decreasing  the  transfer  of  Sewer  Betterments,  Special  Revenue,  to 
reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  Budget  by  a certain  sum  ; 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a certain  sum  of  money  to 
fund  the  Community  Action  Program  established  under  Article  12  of  the  April  29,  1996  Annual 
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Town  Meeting.  The  purpose  of  this  program  shall  be  to  provide  matching  funds  to  community 
improvement  projects  undertaken  by  individuals  and/or  organizations  within  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  revolving  fund  under 
Massachusetts  General  law  c.  44,  sec.  53E  Vi  for  the  Board  of  Health  for  Fiscal  Year  2000.  The 
receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the  collection  of  fees  from  the  implementation  of 
a Hepatitis  B program.  The  Board  of  Health  shall  be  authorized  to  spend  money  from  the  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  supplies  and  materials  necessary  for  implementing  a Hepatitis  B 
program.  Expenditures  from  the  Hepatitis  B Revolving  Fund  shall  be  limited  to  $3,500  during 
Fiscal  Year  2000;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Health 

& Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  grant  a 45 
foot  wide  easement  to  the  Middlesex  Canal  Association  over  a certain  parcel  of  land  off  Brick 
Kiln  Road,  adjacent  to  the  former  Middlesex  Canal  Towpath. 

The  purpose  of  the  easement  is  to  provide  access  to  the  public  and  for  canal  preservation 
purposes,  including  the  right  to  cut  brush,  keep  clear  and  maintain  the  prism  of  the  Old 
Middlesex  Canal. 

The  land  is  identified  as  Assessors  Map  247,  Lot  12,  and  is  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  North 
Registry  of  Deeds  at  Book  6438,  Page  289,  and  Plan  Book  152,  Plan  1.  The  proposed  easement 
starts  at  the  Southwest  comer  of  the  land,  by  the  Old  Middlesex  Canal,  and  runs  Southeasterly 
along  said  Canal,  one  hundred  sixty  (160)  feet;  more  or  less,  to  a stake  and  stones  on  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Daniel  Reardon;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Petition 

ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  9 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
held  on  April  26,  1999  by  increasing  the  appropriation  for  South  Row  School  Roof  Replacement 
by  an  additional  $1 1,500  to  $351,500,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  a certain  sum  from  Free  Cash  to  defray  such  changes;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate 
from  available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  provide  technical  assistance  to  the  Town  in 
making  all  necessary  filings  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United  States 
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Government  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a drawdown  of  water  level  at  Freeman  Lake;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate 
from  available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  construct  a skateboard  park  on  a portion  of  land 
at  the  McCarthy  School  located  on  North  Road,  and  reconstruct  the  tennis  courts  and  basketball 
courts  at  the  South  Row  School  located  on  Boston  Road  ; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

: ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate 
from  available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  engage  an  independent  consulting  firm  to 
conduct  a townwide  water  study  for  the  Town  of  Chelmsford;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

Board  of  Selectmen 

ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate 
from  available  funds,  or  borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  complete  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Adams  Library  as  provided  under  Article  6 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  October  21, 
1996  ; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 
Library  Trustees 

ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  care,  custody,  control,  and 
management  of  the  Center  School  parcel,  Assessor’s  Map  No.  105,  Parcel  No.2,  from  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  the  School  Committee  to  be  held  for  school  purposes;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  care,  custody,  management  and 
control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  convey  in  accordance  with 
! Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  30B,  for  consideration  to  be  determined,  all  right,  title,  and 
i interest,  if  any,  held  by  the  Town  in  a certain  portion  of  a parcel  of  land  on  Bridge  Street  shown 
as  Lot  22  on  Assessors  Map  184,  containing  19,602  square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more  fully 
described  in  a deed  recorded  in  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  1448,  Page  41, 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
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ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Section  2111, 
Official  Zoning  Map,  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  to  change  from  a P - Public  District  to  a CB  - 
Roadside  Commercial  District,  that  parcel  of  land  located  at  60  Carlisle  Street  and  known  as 
Assessors  Map  239,  Lot  35,  as  shown  on  the  zoning  map,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Petition 

ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  by 
purchase,  gift,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  the  property  located  at  60  Carlisle  Street  in  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  shown  as  Lot  35  on  Assessors  Map  239,  containing  28,442 
square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more  fully  described  in  a deed  recorded  in  the  Middlesex  North 
Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  3028,  Page  133;  and  to  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 
available  funds,  or  borrow  a sum  of  money  for  said  acquisition,  or  to  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 

ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  abandon  and 
release  to  Troop  45,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  with  respect  to  the  land  shown  on  Assessors  Map 
42,  Lot  2,  the  restriction  and  right  of  reverter  set  out  in  a deed  from  the  Town  to  Troop  45,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  dated  July  31,  1947,  recorded  with  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  in 
Book  1084,  Page  231,  for  consideration  of  $1.00  and  on  such  other  terms  and  conditions  as  the 
Selectmen  may  determine;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  votes  taken  under  Article  1 1 of  the 
April  27,  1998  Town  Meeting  and  Article  14  of  the  October  19,  1998  Annual  Town  Meeting  to 
appropriate  a certain  sum  of  money,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $4,890,000  previously 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  designing,  constructing  and  originally  equipping  a police  station; 
and  to  determine  whether  this  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  General  By-laws,  Article  II,  Town 
Meeting,  Section  2,  Warrant  Articles  by  deleting  Section  2.2,  Publications  which  reads  as 
; follows: 

Section  2.2  Publications  - The  warrant  article  shall  be  included  in  the  Finance  Committee 
report  which  shall  be  made  available  to  Town  Meeting  Members  and  the  public  not  less  than  two 
(2)  weeks  before  either  Town  Meeting.  The  warrant  articles  for  any  Special  Town  Meeting  shall 
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be  made  available  to  the  Town  Meeting  Members  not  less  than  fourteen  (14)  days  before  the 
Special  Town  Meeting. 

And  replace  with  the  following: 

Section  2.2  Publications  - The  warrant  article  shall  be  included  in  the  Finance  Committee 
report  which  shall  be  made  available  to  Town  Meeting  Members  and  the  public  not  less  than  one 
(1)  week  before  either  Town  Meeting.  The  warrant  articles  for  any  Special  Town  Meeting  shall 
be  made  available  to  the  Town  Meeting  Members  not  less  than  fourteen  (14)  days  before  the 
Special  Town  Meeting. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Finance  Committee 


ARTICLE  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  General  By-laws,  Article  II,  Town 
Meeting,  Section  4,  Procedures  by  deleting  the  second  and  third  paragraph  of  Section  4.1  Order 
of  Precedence  of  Motions  which  reads  as  follows: 


The  above  table  of  motions  in  order  of  their  precedence  shall  be  printed  on  the  inside  of  the  front 
cover  of  the  Finance  Committee  report  for  each  of  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

The  following  listing  of  common  motions,  classified  according  to  their  objectives,  shall  be 
printed  on  the  inside  of  the  back  cover  of  the  Finance  Committee  report  for  the  annual  Town 
Meetings. 

And  replace  with  the  following: 

The  above  table  of  motions  in  order  of  their  precedence  must  be  included  in  the  Finance 
Committee  report  for  each  of  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

The  following  listing  of  common  motions,  classified  according  to  their  objectives,  must  be 
included  in  the  Finance  Committee  report  for  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Finance  Committee 


ARTICLE  26,  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law,  Section  2300, 


Dimensional  Regulations,  by  adding  a new  Section  2312  which  reads: 
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2312.  Wastewater  Pump  Stations.  Municipal  wastewater  pumping  stations  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  dimensional  regulations  of  this  section;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Master  Plan 
Bylaw  Review  Committee 
Sewer  Commission 

ARTICLE  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the 
Sewer  Commissioners  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any 
property  in  fee  simple  with  buildings  and  trees  thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or 
otherwise,  for  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further 
described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “ Plan  of  Sewer  Easement  in  Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts  Crooked  Spring  Road  Area  - Phase  4B  Sewers  dated  October,  1999  prepared  for 
■ the  Chelmsford  Sewer  Commission  by  Richard  F.  Kaminski  & Associates,  Inc.  ”,  a copy  of  which 
is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and  all  other  appurtenances 
thereto;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  the  stabilization 
fund,  transfer  or  appropriate  from  revenue  sharing  funds  and/or  borrow  a certain  sum  of  money 
to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees,  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land 
and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  the  result  of  any  such  taking;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Sewer  Commission 

ARTICLE  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by  adopting  the 
following  amendments  which  will  create  a new  Center  Village  District,  by: 

A.  1.  Amending  Article  II,  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2100.  Districts, 
by  inserting  the  following  after  the  definition  of  RM  - Residential  Multifamily  District: 

“CV  - Center  Village  District.  This  district  is  for  maintaining  downtown  village  character.” 

2.  Amending  Article  II,  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2111,  Official 
Zoning  Map,  by  creating  a new  CV  - Center  Village  District,  as  it  appears  in  the  attached 
map: 

Insert  existing  & proposed  CV  District  maps 

B.  Amending  Article  IV,  Special  Regulations,  by  inserting  a new  Section  4700,  which  reads: 
4700.  CENTER  VILLAGE  ZONING. 

4710.  Purpose.  CV  (Center  Village)  zoning  is  intended  to  aid  in  revitalizing,  preserving  and 
expanding  the  village  character  of  Chelmsford’s  traditional  business  districts.  The  qualities  that 
make  up  the  character  of  a traditional  New  England  Village  center  are  encouraged  through: 
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• Maximum  retail  floor  area  to  strengthen  small  business  development. 

• Shared  parking  to  minimize  curb  cuts  and  maximize  pedestrian  safety. 

• Residential  uses  are  allowed  as  an  accessory  use  to  reinforce  downtown  village  character. 


4720.  Center  Village  Zoning  Dimensional  standards: 


Minimum  Lot 
Requirements 

Area  (xlOOO  sq.ft.) 

Width  (feet) 

Depth  (feet) 

Frontage  (feet) 

5 

50 

0 

50 

Minimum  Yard 
Requirements 

Front  (feet) 

Side  (feet) 

Rear  (feet) 

51 

101 

101 

Maximum 

Building 

Coverage  (%) 

Stories 

Height  (feet) 

Floor  Area  Ratio 

40 

3 

35 

.40 

Minimum 

Building 

Height  (feet) 

202 

1 May  be  partially  or  completely  reduced  by  Special  Permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  the 
setbacks  as  imposed  by  the  district  would  result  in  construction  of  structures  that  are  not  in  keeping  with  the 
area’s  scale  and  character.  The  Planning  Board  must  further  find  that  the  relaxation  of  said  standards  will  not 
interfere  with  or  negatively  impact  abutting  properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential 
purposes. 

2 For  any  structure  of  600  square  feet  or  larger. 

4730.  Parking. 

4731.  In  the  CV  (Center  Village)  District,  the  required  parking  shall  be  reduced  by  50 
percent  for  the  requirements  of  section  3120.  “Number  of  Spaces”,  except  for  multifamily 
use. 

Parking  within  front  yards  shall  be  prohibited. 

4732.  Parking  lots  of  more  than  20  spaces  shall  provide  landscaping  to  equal  10  percent 
of  the  total  paved  area  of  the  site.  Such  landscaping  shall  be  contained  within  or  adjacent 
to  the  parking  lot. 

4733.  All  drives  and  parking  lots  shall  be  edged  with  vertical  granite  curbing  in 
accordance  with  MHD  standard  specifications. 

4734.  The  Planning  Board  may  waive  full  compliance  with  Section  3100  “Off  Street 
Parking  and  Loading”  by  special  permit,  upon  a finding  that  the  strict  compliance  with 
the  applicable  section  would  result  in  construction  of  structures  that  are  not  in  keeping 
with  the  area’s  scale  and  character. 
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4740.  Landscaping. 

4741.  The  requirements  of  section  3500.  “General  Landscaping  Requirements’’  shall  not 
apply  to  the  CV  district,  except  for  multifamily  use.  The  Planning  Board,  during  the  Site 
Plan  Approval  process,  shall  require  adequate  landscaping  to  accomplish  the  objectives  of 
this  section. 

4750.  Design  Standards. 


4751.  Architectural  styles  shall  reflect  and  strengthen  the  character  of  primary  buildings 
existing  in  the  CV  district. 

4752.  Exterior  building  materials  shall  be  chosen  to  be  consistent  with  those  of  the 
primary  structures  existing  in  the  CV  district. 

4753.  Buildings  shall  be  constructed  with  a minimum  of  two  stories,  or  a suitable  facade 
suggestive  of  two  stories. 

4754.  Lighting  shall  be  consistent  with  the  character  of  a Village  Zoning  District.  A 
lighting  plan  shall  be  required  in  conjunction  with  the  Site  Plan  Review.  Lighting 
shall  be  designed  to  illuminate  the  subject  property  and  shall  not  encroach  onto 
abutting  properties. 


C.  Amending  Article  III,  General  Regulations,  Section  3100,  Off-Street  Parking  and 
Loading,  by  inserting  the  following  new  category: 


Accessory  Residential  Use  in  the  CV  District  One  space  per  unit 


D.  Amending  Article  II  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2230,  use 

Regulation  Schedule,  by  amending  the  use  regulation  schedule  to  add  a new  column  CV, 
as  follows: 
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PRINCIPAL  USE 

15.  Restaurant,  fast-food 

16.  Business  or  professional  office 

17.  Medical  center  or  clinic 

18.  Bank,  financial  agency 

20.  Indoor  commercial  recreation 

21.  Outdoor  commercial  recreation 

22.  Club  or  lodge 

23.  Riding  academy 

24.  Golf  course 

25.  Campground 

26.  Adult  entertainment  establishment 

27.  Wireless  Communications  Facility 

28.  Fairs,  carnivals  and  similar  events 

D.  INDUSTRIAL 

1 . Earth  removal 

2.  Light  manufacturing 

3.  Wholesale,  warehouse,  self-storage  mini- 
warehouse, or  distribution  facility 

4.  Granite  operations 

5.  Contractor's  yard 

6.  Junkyard  or  Automobile  Graveyard 

Town  of  Chelmsford  October  99  Warrant  Articles  Page  13 


C/5 

0 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 

A. 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

Z 

cx 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

RMH 

z 

z 

z 

>" 

z 

z 

C/2 

z 

z 

>* 

>" 

z 

< 

CO 

< 

z 

z 

z 

>- 

>• 

< 

00 

cv 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

CD 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

CC 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

CB 

z 

z 

z 

z 

00 

CL. 

> 

CA 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

RM 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

RC 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

CO 

X 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

RA 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

[|  PRINCIPAL  USE 

| 7.  Solid  waste  disposal  facility  or  sanitary  landfill 

| 8.  Refuse  incinerator 

| 9.  Transport  terminal 

10.  Wood  operation 

1 1 . Pedestrian  and  vehicular  access  and  egress  by 
private  way  to  and  from  uses  permitted  in  an  IA 
District 

12.  Retail  sale  of  goods,  the  majority  of  which  are 
produced  or  undergo  processing  on  the  premises7 
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E.  Amend  Article  IV.  Special  Regulations,  Section  4500,  Facilitated  & Independent  Senior 
Living,  by  amending  S.5420  Standards,  by  adding  a new  column  CV,  as  follows: 

4520.  Standards.  The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  Facilitated  and  Independent 
Senior  Living  Facilities: 


RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CV 

IA 

Minimum  lot  area  (acres)1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

Minimum  lot  width  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (ft.) 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

Minimum  frontage  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (ft.)2 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (ft.) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (ft.) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation  (ft.) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage  (%) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Maximum  building  height  (ft.) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Minimum  open  space  - 
Independent  Senior  Living  (%) 

10 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - Facilitated 
Living3 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - Independent 
Senior  Living4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

4 

A smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  lot  is 
determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Section  4500. 

Or  twice  the  building  height,  whichever  is  greater. 

Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  increase  is 
determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Section  4500. 

Exclusive  of  open  space  requirement.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus  wetlands/floodplain 
not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals  maximum  number  of  units  per  tract.” 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Master  Plan  By-Law  Review  Committee 
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ARTICLE  29.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by: 


A.  Amending  Section  2330  regarding  accessory  buildings,  by  inserting  “or  swimming  pool” 
after  “A  detached  accessory  building”  in  the  second  sentence. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

2330.  Accessory  buildings.  No  accessory  building  or  structure,  except  a 
permitted  sign  or  roadside  stand,  shall  be  located  within  a required  front 
yard  area.  A detached  accessory  building  may  be  located  in  the  rear  yard  areas  and  on  the  same 
lot  as  a principal  building,  provided  that  not  more  than  twenty-five  (25)  percent  of  the  required 
yard  area  shall  be  so  occupied,  and  further  provided  that  an  accessory  building  or  swimming  pool 
shall  not  be  located  nearer  than  ten  (10)  feet  from  the  principal  building  and  at  least  ten  (10)  feet 
from  any  side  or  rear  lot  line.  An  accessory  building  attached  to  its  principal  building  or  within 
ten  (10)  feet  of  it  shall  be  considered  an  integral  part  thereof  and  as  such  shall  be  subject  to  the 
front,  side,  and  rear  yard  requirements  applicable  to  the  principal  building. 

B.  Amending  Section  3100  regarding  of-street  parking  and  loading  by: 

1.  Inserting  a new  Section  3114  which  reads: 

3114.  The  requirements  set  forth  in  Section  3100  may  be  reduced  by  Special  Permit  issued  by  the 
Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  such  reduction  will  not  detract  from  the  objectives  of  this 
Section  3100. 


2.  Amending  Section  3120  regarding  the  number  of  required  parking  spaces  for  the  following 
use  by  changing  “One  ( 1 ) space  per  two  hundred  (200)”  to  “One  ( 1 ) space  per  five  hundred 
(500)”: 


Manufacturing,  truck  terminals,  wholesale 
establishments,  public  utility  buildings  other 
than  their  business  office,  warehouses  and 
similar  uses  not  normally  visited  by  the 
general  public 


One  ( 1 ) space  per  two  hundred  (200)  feet  of 
net  floor  area.  Provided,  however,  that  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  may  waive  the  actual 
construction  of  said  space  to  no  less  than  one 
(1)  space  per  one  and  four-tenths  (1.4) 
employees,  plus  one  (1)  space  for  each 
vehicle  used  in  the  operation  upon  issuance  of 
a building  permit  or  occupancy  permit 


The  amended  section  will  read: 
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Manufacturing,  truck  terminals,  wholesale 
establishments,  public  utility  buildings  other 
than  their  business  office,  warehouses  and 
similar  uses  not  normally  visited  by  the 
general  public 

One  (1)  space  per  five  hundred  (500)  feet  of 
net  floor  area.  Provided,  however,  that  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  may  waive  the  actual 
construction  of  said  space  to  no  less  than  one 
(1)  space  per  one  and  four-tenths  (1.4) 
employees,  plus  one  (1)  space  for  each 
vehicle  used  in  the  operation  upon  issuance  of 
a building  permit  or  occupancy  permit 

And  insert  the  following  new  categories: 

Child/day  care 

One  (1)  space  per  four  (4)  students,  plus  one 
( 1 ) space  per  employee  on  the  largest  shift, 
plus  a dedicated  drop-off  zone  adequate  to 
accommodate  a minimum  of  five  (5) 
automobiles 

Self-Storage  Mini-Warehouse 

A minimum  of  three  (3)  spaces  per  facility, 
plus  one  (1)  space  per  one  hundred  (100) 
storage  units 

3.  Amending  Section  3130  regarding  size  of  parking  spaces  by  deleting  the  existing  which 
reads: 

“3130.  Size  of  Parking  Spaces.  Parking  spaces  shall  be  no  less  than  eight  and  five-tenths  (8.5) 
feet  in  width  and  nineteen  (19)  feet  in  length.” 

and  inserting  the  following  text  and  diagram  regarding  parking  stall  and  aisle  dimensions  in  its 
place: 

Section  3130.  Size  of  parking  spaces. 

The  area  of  the  parking  lot  shall  be  determined  by  the  following  table. 


Angle 

Stall  and  Aisle  Dimensions  (ft) 

X 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

/ 

30 

8.5 

16.9 

11.0 

26.4 

17.0 

4.3 

23.8 

16.5 

45 

8.5 

19.4 

13.5 

32.9 

12.0 

6.0 

19.4 

13.4 

60 

8.5 

20.7 

18.5 

37.2 

9.8 

7.4 

13.8 

9.5 
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70 

8.5 

20.8 

19.5 

38.6 

9.0 

8.0 

9.4 

6.5 

80 

8.5 

20.2 

24.0 

38.9 

8.6 

8.4 

4.8 

3.3 

90 

8.5 

19.0 

27.0 

38.0 

8.5 

8.5 

0.0 

0.0 

WALL  OR  OTHER 


STALL  AND  AISLE  DIAGRAM 

4.  Amending  Section  3 1 50  regarding  parking  and  loading  area  design  and  location  by: 

a.  adding  the  following  at  the  end  of  section  3151:  “See  Section  3543  for  increased  parking 
buffers.” 

and; 

deleting  or  in  any  required  yard  area  adjacent  to  a residential  or  institutional  use.’  and  insert  a 
period  after  “right-of-way”  from  Section  3151. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3151.  No  off-street  parking  area  shall  be  located  within  ten  (10)  feet  of  a property  line,  or 
within  twenty  (20)  feet  of  a street  right-of-way.  See  Section  3543  tor  increased  parking 
buffers. 
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b.  Deleting  “for  ten  (10)  or  more  cars”  from  Section  3 1 56. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3156.  Parking  areas  shall  provide  screening  in  accordance  with  Section  3500. 


5.  Inserting  a new  Section  3180: 

“3180  Truck  Parking  in  Residential  Districts.  No  vehicle  with  a gross  vehicle  weight  (GVW) 
greater  than  9,000  pounds  and  having  exterior  commercial  signage  shall  be  permitted  in 
residential  districts.” 


C.  Amending  Section  3500  regarding  general  landscaping  requirements  by: 

1.  Amending  the  table  in  Section  3530  Landscaping  Requirements  for  Property  Lines 
The  existing  section  reads: 


DISTRICT 

RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

IA 

IS 

RMH 

cx 

P 

OS 

Distance  in  ft. 

20 

20 

30 

50 

50 

50 

50 

30 

30 

30 

10 

Change  property  line  landscaping  as  follows  in  order  to  be  consistent  with  the  required  setbacks: 
CA  Change  from  20’  to  10’ 

CC  Change  from  50’  to  30’ 

CD  Change  from  50’  to  10’ 

IA  Change  from  50’  to  40’ 

IS  Change  from  50’  to  40’ 

P Change  from  30’  to  10’ 


The  amended  table  will  read: 


DISTRICT 

RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

IA 

IS 

RMH 

CX 

P 

OS 

Distance  in  ft. 

20 

10 

30 

30 

10 

40 

40 

30 

30 

10 

10 

2.  Amending  Section  3550  regarding  landscaping  requirements  for  street  frontage  of 
nonresidential  uses  by  inserting  the  following  at  the  beginning  of  the  section:  “With  the 
exception  of  the  CA,  CD  and  P Districts”  and  inserting  the  following  after  the  first 
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sentence  of  the  section:  “In  the  CA,  CD  and  P Districts  the  required  landscaped  buffer 
area  shall  be  10’.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3550.  Landscaping  Requirements  for  Street  Frontage  of  Nonresidential  Uses.  : A landscaped 
buffer  area,  except  for  approved  access  ways,  at  least  twenty  feet  in  width  as  measured 
from  the  layout  of  the  roadway  providing  frontage,  shall  be  established  . In  the  CA,  CD  and  P 
Districts  the  required  landscaped  buffer  area  shall  be  10’.  The  buffer  area  shall  be  planted  with 
Grass,  medium  height  shrubs,  and  shade  trees.  Shade  trees  shall  be  planted  at  least 
every feetalong  35along  the  road  frontage. 

D.  Amending  Section  4600  regarding  planned  open  space  developments  by: 

Deleting  “4628.  Buffer  Areas.  All  dwellings  and  structures  shall  be  located  a minimum  of  50  feet 
from  adjacent  properties,  and  100  feet  from  adjacent  surface  waters  or  wetlands.  Buffer  areas 
shall  be  retained  in  their  natural  vegetative  state  to  the  maximum  extent  feasible,  except  where 
adjacent  to  agriculturally  used  property.”  in  its  entirety. 


E.  Amending  Section  5100  regarding  administration,  by  inserting  a new  Section 
5140  which  reads: 

5140  Non-Criminal  Disposition.  In  addition  to  the  procedure  for  enforcement  as  described  in 
Section  5130  above,  the  provisions  of  this  By-law  may  also  be  enforced  by  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  by  non-criminal  disposition  as  provided  in  Mass.  G.  L.  c.  40,  s.  2 ID.  The  penalty  for 
such  violation  shall  be  $25.00  for  the  first  offense,  $50.00  for  the  second  offense,  $100.00  for  the 
third  offense,  and  $200.00  for  the  fourth  and  each  subsequent  offense. 


F.  Amending  Section  5200  regarding  Board  of  Appeals,  by: 

Inserting  the  following  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  5222:  “Procedural  requirements 
for  variances  shall  follow  5330.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

5222.  To  hear  and  decide  appeals  or  petitions  for  variances  from  the  terms  of  this  By-law,  with 
respect  to  particular  land  or  structures,  as  set  forth  in  G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  10.  The  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  not  grant  use  variances.  Procedural  requirements  for  variances  shall  follow  5330. 


G.  Amending  Section  5300  regarding  special  permits  and  variances,  by: 

1.  Deleting  “and  Variances”  from  the  section  heading  of  Section  5300.  The  amended 
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section  heading  will  read: 

5300.  SPECIAL  PERMITS 

2.  Deleting  Section  5370  in  its  entirety.  Section  5370  reads:  “5370.  Variances.  Procedural 
requirements  for  variances  shall  follow  5330.” 


H.  Amending  Section  5400  regarding  site  plan  review,  by: 

I.  Inserting  the  following  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  5431  “The  Planning  Board  shall 
publish  a legal  notice  no  less  than  five  (5)  days  before  the  public  hearing  and  shall  notify 
all  abutters  and  abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

5431.  Use,  Structure,  or  Activity  Available  As  of  Right.  An  application  for  a building 
permit  to  perform  work  as  set  forth  in  Section  5410  available  as  of  right  shall  be  accompanied  by 
an  approved  Site  Plan.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  any  activity  set  forth  in  Section  5410 
available  as  of  right,  the  project  proponent  shall  obtain  site  plan  approval  from  the  Planning 
Board.  Applicants  for  site  plan  approval  shall  submit  twelve  (12)  full  size  sets  and  eight  (8) 
reduced  size  sets  of  the  site  plan  to  the  Planning  Board  for  review.  The  Planning  Board  shall 
publish  a legal  notice  no  less  than  five  (5)  days  before  the  public  hearing  and  shall  notify  all 
abutters  and  abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet. 

2.  Deleting  the  third  sentence  of  Section  5434  which  reads:  “No  special  permit  or  variance  shall 
be  issued  by  the  Board  of  Appeals  without  the  written  approval  of  the  site  plan  by  the  Planning 
Board,  or  unless  60  days  lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action  by 
the  Planning  Board,  unless  extended  by  the  Planning  Board.” 

and  inserting  a new  third  sentence  which  reads:  “No  application  for  special  permit  or  variance 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of  Appeals  until  the  Planning  Board’s  Site  Plan  public  hearing  has 
been  opened,  or  unless  60  days  lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action 
by  the  Planning  Board,  unless  the  Planning  Board  extends  the  60  day  review  period.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

5434. The  Planning  Board  shall  review  and  act  upon  the  site  plan,  with  such  conditions  as 
may  be  deemed  appropriate,  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  its  receipt,  and  notify  the  applicant  of  its 
decision.  The  decision  of  the  Planning  Board  shall  be  upon  a majority  of  those  present  and  shall 
be  in  writing.  No  application  for  special  permit  or  variance  shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of 
Appeals  until  the  Planning  Board’s  Site  Plan  public  hearing  has  been  opened,  or  unless  60  days 
lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action  by  the  Planning  Board,  unless 
extended  by  the  Planning  Board.  Where  the  Planning  Board  approves  a site  plan  "with 
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conditions",  and  said  site  plan  accompanies  a special  permit  or  variance  application  to  the  Board 
of  Appeals,  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Planning  Board  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 
issuance,  if  any,  of  a special  permit  or  variance  by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 


I.  Amending  Article  VI.  Definitions,  by: 

1.  Deleting  definition  of  “building  height”  which  reads: 

Building  height:  The  vertical  distance  from  the  grade  to  the  highest  point  of  the  roof.  When  a 
building  faces  more  than  one  street,  the  height  shall  be  measured  from  the  average  grade  at  the 
center  line  of  each  street  front.  Not  included  are  spires,  cupolas,  antennae,  or  similar  parts  of 
structures  that  do  not  enclose  potentially  habitable  floor  space. 

And  inserting  the  following  in  its  place: 

Building  Height:  The  vertical  distance  measured  from  the  mean  finished  grade  of  all  sides  of  the 
building  or  structures  to  the  highest  point  of  the  roof  for  flat  roofs,  to  the  deck  line  for  mansard 
roofs  and  to  the  mean  height  between  eaves  and  ridge  for  gable,  hip  and  gambrel  roofs.  Not 
included  are  spires,  cupolas,  antennae,  or  similar  parts  of  structures  that  do  not  enclose 
potentially  habitable  floor  space. 


2.  Adding  the  following  new  definition: 

Dwelling  unit:  One  (1)  or  more  living  and  sleeping  rooms  providing  complete  living  facilities  for 
the  use  of  one  (1)  or  more  individuals  constituting  a single  housekeeping  unit,  with  permanent 
provisions  for  living,  sleeping,  eating,  cooking,  and  sanitation. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Master  Plan  By-Law  Review  Committee 


ARTICLE  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  and  approve  the  codification  of  the  bylaws 
of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  in  the  format  presented  by  General  Code  Publishers  Corp.,  which  is 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  said  codification  contained  in  a reorganizing, 
renumbering  and  recaptioning  of  the  present  bylaws.  Such  codification  of  the  bylaws,  along  with 
certain  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Planning  Board  and  Board  of  Selectmen,  shall  be 
known  as  the  “Code  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,”  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 
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ARTICLE  31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  following  sections  of  the  bylaws  to 
change  references  to  the  “Treasurer”  and  “Collector”  to  read  “Treasurer-Collector”:  §§  5-3C(2) 
and  1 1-1 1 A;  Form  CCA  in  Chapter  20;  §§  35-2A,  35-4,  51-4D(5),  51-5C,  81-2B  and  C,  106-3 
and  137-4L,  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  1,  General  Provisions,  § 1-1, 
Violations  and  penalties,  of  the  bylaws  to  read  as  follows,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  40,  § 21:  “Any 
violation  of  these  bylaws  shall  be  punishable  by  a fine  of  not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $300,  or 
any  such  other  amount  as  may  be  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  under  the  General  Laws,”  or  to 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  33.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  5,  Alarm  Systems,  of  the  bylaws 
as  follows: 

1.  To  revise  the  first  sentence  in  § 5-3 J to  read  as  follows:  “An  alarm  user  whose  permit  has 
been  revoked  is  not  precluded  under  this  chapter  from  applying  for  a new  permit.  The  Chief 
of  Police  will  not  issue  a new  permit  unless  he  or  she  is  satisfied  that  the  user’s  system  has 
been  properly  serviced  and  its  deficiencies  corrected”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  3N,  which  contained  the  same  wording  as  § 5-7C; 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  34.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  8,  Alcoholic  Beverages,  of  the 
bylaws,  § 8-5,  to  raise  the  fine  from  $50  to  $100,  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  35.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  1 1,  Animals,  Article  I,  Dogs,  of 
the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  delete  the  following  wording  from  § 11-8:  “Any  owner  or  keeper  of  any  dog  who  refuses 
to  turn  over  any  dog  to  the  dog  officer  upon  demand,  said  seeking  out,  catching  or 
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confinement  authorized  in  the  paragraph  above,  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100.00).  Each  day  that  said  violation  continues  shall  constitute  a separate  offense”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  23,  Effective  implementation  date  of  this  by-law; 

or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  36.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  20,  Conservation  Commission, 
Article  I,  Conservation  Reservations,  § 20- 1J  of  the  bylaws  to  read  as  follows:  “The  use  of  all 
forms  of  motorized  vehicles,  except  those  authorized  by  the  Conservation  Commission  or  those 
used  by  the  Police  and/or  Fire  Department,  shall  be  prohibited,”  or  to  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  37.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  42,  Fire  Prevention,  of  the  bylaws 

as  follows: 

1.  To  add  the  following  wording  to  § 42-3F:  “Street  numbers  may  be  attached  to  a curbside 
delivery  mailbox,  provided  that  the  mailbox  is  located  adjacent  to  the  delivery  driveway  that 
accesses  the  property.  The  numbers  shall  be  three  inches  high  on  both  sides  of  the  mailbox”; 

2.  To  delete  the  following  original  sections:  Section  8,  Operation  of  service  stations,  garages 
used  for  commercial  purposes,  self-service  stations  including  convenience  stores;  Section  9, 
Tanks  and  containers;  and  Section  13,  Transportation  of  flammable  liquids  by  a cargo  tank; 

or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  38.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  63,  Hazardous  Materials,  of  the 
bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  amend  Article  I,  Control  and  Management,  § 63-2  to  delete  the  definition  of  “by-law”; 

2.  To  amend  Article  II,  Subsurface  Material  Discharge  and  Fuel  Storage,  § 63-9,  to  delete  “or 
subsurface  material”  following  “no  fuels.” 

or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 
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ARTICLE  39.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  81,  Licenses  and  Permits,  of  the 
bylaws  by  adding  the  following  wording  to  § 81-2C,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  40,  § 57(b):  “or  with 
respect  to  any  activity,  event  or  other  matter  which  is  the  subject  of  such  license  or  permit  and 
which  activity,  event  or  matter  is  carried  out  or  exercised  or  is  to  be  carried  out  or  exercised  on  or 
about  real  estate  owned  by  any  party  whose  name  appears  on  said  list  furnished  to  the  licensing 
authority  from  the  Treasurer-Collector”  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  40.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  84,  Littering,  of  the  bylaws  by 
deleting  the  following  wording  (now  covered  by  Chapter  168,  Unsolicited  Written  Material): 
“Any  person  causing  to  be  delivered  any  advertising  or  informational  material  either  singularly  or 
collectively  packaged  upon  any  premises  in  the  town  shall  make  known  his  identity  and  the 
location  of  his  usual  place  of  business  or  residence  to  each  owner  or  occupant  receiving  said 
materials.  Any  person  who  does  not  desire  to  receive  said  materials  may  notify  the  distributor  at 
this  address  of  his  desire  not  to  receive  said  materials.  Whoever,  after  receiving  notification  of  a 
person’s  desire  not  to  receive  said  material,  delivers  or  causes  to  be  delivered  any  advertising  or 
information  materials  either  singularly  or  collectively  packaged  upon  that  person’s  premises  shall 
be  punished  by  a fine  of  $50”  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  41.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  100,  Noise,  Article  I,  Sound- 
Amplifying  Equipment,  of  the  bylaws  by  adding  the  following  section,  or  to  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

§ 100-4.  Violations  and  penalties. 

The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  article  shall  be  a fine  of  $50. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  42.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  1 13,  Peace  and  Good  Order,  of  the 
bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  revise  the  penalty  in  § 1 13-2,  Loitering,  Subsection  C,  to  $50  for  a first  offense  and  $100 
for  subsequent  offenses; 

2.  To  add  a fine  of  $50  to  § 1 1 3-3,  Swimming  and  bathing; 

3.  To  add  a fine  of  $100  to  § 1 13-4,  Disorderly  conduct; 
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4.  To  add  a fine  of  $50  to  § 1 1 3-5,  Peeping  persons; 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  43.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  129,  School  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  by  adding  the  following  section,  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

§ 129-2.  Violations  and  penalties. 

The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  chapter  shall  be  a fine  of  $25. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  44.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  142,  Streets  and  Sidewalks, 
Article  II,  Street  Openings,  as  follows: 

1.  In  § 142-13,  to  add  a minimum  application  fee  of  $25; 

2.  In  § 142-24M(5),  to  change  “Highway  Department”  to  “Department  of  Public  Works.” 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  45.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  158,  Trailers  and  Trailer  Camps, 
of  the  bylaws  by  changing  “Board  of  Public  Health”  to  “Board  of  Health”  in  § 158-1,  or  to  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  46.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  174,  Vehicles  and  Traffic,  of  the 
bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  In  § 174-3,  to  change  “Crystal  Lake”  to  “Freeman  Lake”; 

2.  In  § 1 74-4,  to  revise  Subsection  B(4)  to  read  as  follows:  “The  record  owner  of  each  building, 
upon  notification  of  the  designation  of  a fire  lane  by  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  shall 
provide  markings  and  signs  that  comply  with  specifications  and  plans  approved  by  the  Fire 
Chief’; 
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3.  In  § 174-4,  Subsection  D,  to  change  “punishable  as  provided  in  General  Bylaws  Article  1”  to 
“punishable  by  a fine  of  $25”; 

4.  In  § 1 74-5,  Subsection  E,  to  change  “Violation  of  this  bylaw”  to  “Violation  of  Subsection  D”; 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  47.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  180,  Unregistered  Vehicles,  of  the 
bylaws  as  follows: 

1 . In  § 1 80-4B,  to  revise  “a  penalty  of  not  more  than  $50”  to  “a  penalty  of  $50”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  8,  which  read  “Said  violation  shall  be  punishable  as  provided  in 
Article  1 of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  General  Bylaws”; 

or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  48.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Chapter  187,  Wetlands,  of  the  bylaws  as 

follows: 

1.  To  delete  the  following  sentence  from  the  definition  of  “marsh,  freshwater  wetland,  swamp, 
wet  meadow  and  bog”  in  § 187-2A  (this  sentence  duplicates  § 187-2B):  “The  Commission 
may  adopt  additional  definitions  not  inconsistent  with  this  Section  16  of  this  Bylaw”; 

2.  To  delete  the  following  sentence  from  § 187-4D  (this  sentence  duplicates  § 187-23):  “If  any 
provision  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  determined  to  be  invalid,  the  validity  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  bylaw  shall  not  be  affected  thereby”; 

or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 
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Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  4th  day  of  October,  1999. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 
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NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED  DATES 
AND  TIMES  FOR  CONTINUED  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  propose  the  following  dates  and  times  for  continued 
sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  October  1 8,  1999: 

Thursday,  October  21,  1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  October  25,  1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  October  28,  1999  at  7:30  p.m. 

If  additional  continued  sessions  are  necessary  they  shall  take  place  on  the  Monday  and 
Thursday  of  the  next  consecutive  week  until  the  meetings  are  concluded. 

Pursuant  to  General  By-laws  Article  II,  Section  4.10  Notice  these  dates  and  times  are 
proposed  and  are  subject  to  change  by  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting  Representatives. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS.  October  5 , , 1999 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit:  South  Row 
School  Cafetorium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Westlands 
School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle 
School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  South  Row  School 
Cafetorium,  and  Town  Office  Building  Lobby. 


Signed: 


William  E.  Spence, 
Constable 


A True  Copy  Attest, 


Gris'S 

William  E.  Spence,  ( / 

Constable 


Town  of  Chelmsford 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
OCTOBER  18, 1999 


The  Annual  Fall  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  142  Town  Meeting 
Representatives  present.  The  Moderator  went  over  the  rules  and  procedures  of  the  meeting.  He  then 
asked  for  a moment  of  silence  for  Charlotte  DeWolf,  former  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer/Tax  Collector  who 
had  passed  away  August  26th. 

Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  Constable's  return  of  the  warrant  be 
waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  entire 
warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Moderator  requested  that  Bemie  DiNatale  a 
non-resident  of  the  school  department  staff,  be  allowed  if  needed  to  address  the  body.  Motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  1.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  hear  reports 
of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees. 

Superintendent  Dr  Richard  Moser  of  the  School  Department  gave  a summary  of  the  Facilities 
Study  Interim  Report  that  was  available  for  the  Representatives.  The  firm  of  Drummey  Rosane 
Anderson  Inc.  (DRA)  was  the  architectural  firm  chosen  by  the  School  Committee.  There  were  three 
major  components  that  DRA  focused  on.  Demography/enrollment  projections,  conditions  of  all  school 
buildings,  and  evaluate  the  educational  environment  within  the  buildings.  The  last  two  areas  have  been 
completed.  This  first  area  has  been  delayed  due  to  the  unavailability  of  data  from  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  for  Social  and  Economic  Research  (MISER).  This  information  was  not  made  possible  until 
this  past  August..  The  information  received  is  only  a preliminary  report.  The  consultant  has  projected 
a high,  medium  and  low  enrollment  level  based  upon  varying  predictions  of  “in-migration",  (this  is  the 
number  of  homes  without  school  aged  children  potentially  turning  over  to  families  with  school  aged 
children).  The  figures  that  the  School  Department  arrived  at  using  their  own  projections  were  very 
similar  to  the  results  that  DRA  predicted.  Currently  the  five  elementary  schools  will  serve  well  over 
the  next  ten  years.  This  is  not  true  with  the  Middle  Schools  and  the  High  School.  The  Building  Needs 
Committee  along  with  the  Town  Manager  and  himself  are  reviewing  the  report  and  will  make  a future 
decision.  There  are  no  specific  plans  yet,  perhaps  by  the  Spring  Town  Meeting  a more  definite  report 
will  be  given. 

State  Representative  Carol  Cleven  and  State  Senator  Susan  Fargo  came  forward  and  gave 
updates  of  past  and  pending  bills. 

The  Moderator  then  introduced  the  four  newest  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  William 
Gilet,  Sam  Chase,  Eugene  Schwamb  and  Mary  Frantz.  The  Town  Meeting  responded  with  a round  of 
applause. 

The  Moderator  asked  if  there  were  any  further  reports?  Hearing  none,  he  moved  that  the  Body 
accept  the  reports  given.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  2.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
appropriate  from  free  cash  $750,000  for  the  reduction  of  the  tax  rate. 
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The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  has  become  a yearly  goal  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
himself  to  use  free  cash  if  available  to  reduce  the  tax  rate.  This  represents  savings  for  the  average 
taxpayer  of  sixty  dollars.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  3.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
from  Free  Cash  $650,000  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  Town  has  available  1.8  million  dollars  in  free  cash. 
Presently  the  economy  is  good,  however,  eventually  there  may  be  a downturn  and  the  Town  must  be 
prepared  for  it.  Therefore,  money  is  being  set  aside  in  the  stabilization  fund,  to  continue  funding  capital 
planning  articles  that  had  been  approved,  if  the  economy  changes.  This  figure  represents  8%  of  the 
budget.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked 
for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  4.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  $518,670  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  money  from  the  State  being  set  aside  to  fund  the 
Center  School  project.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  5.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
from  Free  Cash  $2,187  with  which  to  pay  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  amount  of  money  needed  to  pay  for  bills  received 
after  June  30th.  The  amount  is  to  pay  a retired  employee's  medical  bill,  printing  cost,  and  another  bill 
for  $130.00.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended 
the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  6.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
from  Free  Cash  $59,889  to  the  School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  Medicaid 
reimbursements. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  has  become  a standard  article.  The  School  Department 
tracks  down  Medicaid  reimbursements  each  year  to  date.  He  showed  a chart  that  indicated  the  amounts 
collected  over  the  years.  A total  of  $450,395.00  has  been  collected.  This  year’s  amount  is  down  from 
previous  years  due  to  billing  errors  and  conversions.  He  felt  that  next  year’s  amount  will  be  nearly  the 
same  as  previous  years.  Other  communities  apply  this  money  back  to  their  insurance  premium  costs, 
but  it’s  been  our  policy,  that  where  the  School  does  all  the  work  tracking  the  money,  it  would  go  back 
into  their  budget.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
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recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  7.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
$20,932  from  Special  Revenue  to  the  School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  E-Rate 
reimbursements. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  School  Department  has  applied  for  and  received  this 
money  as  a result  of  the  telecommunications  act.  This  is  part  of  the  funding  plan  that  the  School 
Department  has  developed  for  their  project.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any 
further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  8.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
the  Fiscal  Year  2000  operating  budget  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26, 

1999  as  follows: 

Increase  Line  Item  #3  Chelmsford  School  Dept,  by  $250,000 

Decrease  Line  Item  #17  Debt  Principal  by  $399,914 

Decrease  Line  Item  #18  Debt  & Interest  by  $16,131 

And  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  such  changes. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  the  budget  process.  Estimates  were  made  in  January  and  March 
based  on  revenue  received  in  previous  fiscal  year,  and  the  needs  for  the  upcoming  year.  In  some  areas 
the  figures  in  estimated  revenues  received  were  higher,  in  other  areas  they  were  lower.  There  is  a need 
for  additional  monies  in  up  coming  warrant  articles.  By  passing  this  article,  with  the  amounts  shown, 
will  result  in  a balance  budget  of  $784,469.  A discussion  took  place.  Questions  were  asked.  What 
were  the  warrant  articles  in  question  that  had  money  involved?  The  Manager  listed:  $11,500  for  the 
South  Row  School  roof,  $600,000.  for  the  stabilization  fund,  $60,000.  for  the  Adams  Library  Project, 
$25,000  for  the  proposed  water  study,  $70,000  for  the  purchasing  of  the  East  School/Boy  Scout  house, 
$110,000.  for  the  proposed  skateboard  park,  $59,889  for  the  Medicaid  reimbursement  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  9.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
Article  4 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  by  decreasing  the  transfer  of  Sewer 
Betterments,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year 

2000  Budget  by  $400,000  . 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  money  is  set  aside  from  Sewer  Betterments  to  pay  for  the 
sewer  debt.  This  keeps  the  project  cost  from  “spiking”  on  certain  years,  it  keeps  it  at  constent  level. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
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The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  10.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  $10,000  to  fund  the  Community  Action  Program  established  under  Article  12  of  the  April 
29,  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting.  The  purpose  of  this  program  shall  be  to  provide  matching  funds  to 
community  improvement  projects  undertaken  by  individuals  and/or  organizations  within  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  "seed"  money  that  is  used  to  by  neighborhood  groups 
or  a Town  organization  that  wants  to  make  an  improvement  to  an  area.  This  would  allow  a group  to 
begin  the  process,  and  then  they  will  continue  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  to  complete  the  project.  It's  a 
program  much  like  the  Senior  Citizen  Tax  rebate  program.  The  Town  offers  these  programs  as 
incentives  to  encourage  citizens  to  make  improvements.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need 
for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion 
carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  11.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
authorize  the  revolving  fund  under  Massachusetts’s  General  law  c.  44,  sec.  53E  XA  for  the  Board  of 
Health  for  Fiscal  Year  2000.  The  receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the  collection  of  fees 
from  the  implementation  of  a Hepatitis  B program.  The  Board  of  Health  shall  be  authorized  to  spend 
money  from  the  fund  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  supplies  and  materials  necessary  for  implementing  a 
Hepatitis  B program.  Expenditures  from  the  Hepatitis  B Revolving  Fund  shall  be  limited  to  $3,500 
during  Fiscal  Year  2000. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  It  is  a revolving  fund  with  the  Board 
of  Health,  which  pays  for  equipment  and  supplies  for  school  children  who  can’t  afford  the  Hepatitis  B 
shot.  Susan  Gates  asked  if  any  other  vaccines  were  supplied  this  way.  No  just  the  Hepatitis  B 
program.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked 
for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  12.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  grant  a 45  foot  wide  easement  to  the  Middlesex  Canal  Association  over  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  off  Brick  Kiln  Road,  adjacent  to  the  former  Middlesex  Canal  Towpath. 

The  purpose  of  the  easement  is  to  provide  access  to  the  public  and  for  canal  preservation  purposes, 
including  the  right  to  cut  brush,  keep  clear  and  maintain  the  prism  of  the  Old  Middlesex  Canal. 

The  land  is  identified  as  Assessors  Map  247,  Lot  12,  and  is  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  North  Registry 
of  Deeds  at  Book  6438,  Page  289,  and  Plan  Book  152,  Plan  1.  The  proposed  easement  starts  at  the 
Southwest  comer  of  the  land,  by  the  Old  Middlesex  Canal,  and  runs  Southeasterly  along  said  Canal, 
one  hundred  sixty  (160)  feet;  more  or  less,  to  a stake  and  stones  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  Daniel 
Reardon. 
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Peggy  Dunn  explained  that  Jane  Drury  who  is  the  Town’s  Representative  to  the  Middlesex 
Canal  Association  was  not  available  for  the  meeting,  and  that  she  would  present  the  article.  The 
purpose  of  the  article  is  to  promote  and  preserve  the  historic  remains  of  the  1793  Canal  that  originated 
in  Charlestown  and  ended  in  Lowell.  The  entrance  would  be  on  Brick  Kiln  Rd  and  access  would  end  !4 
of  a mile  from  any  dwellings.  There  would  be  signage  along  the  path  explaining  the  Canal’s  history. 
The  Committee  has  held  two  site  walks  of  the  property,  and  had  a public  meeting  that  invited  Town 
Meeting  Representatives,  the  public  and  the  abutters  to  the  property  in  question.  She  asked  for  support 
of  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  Both  boards  said  that  they  wanted  to  hear  debate  before  any  recommendations  could  be 
made.  James  Jason  who  is  a direct  abutter  said  that  he  did  not  receive  any  letter  of  the  public  meeting. 
He  felt  that  the  Town  shouldn’t  grant  the  easement.  There  has  been  trouble  in  the  past  with  the  area. 

He  himself  has  had  housebreaks;  cars  get  abandon  on  the  property,  dirt  bikes  go  up  and  down  the  path. 
He  feels  that  it  is  an  area  that  people  should  not  be  encouraged  to  go  to.  Jacob  Sartz  asked  that  the 
article  be  defeated.  He  felt  that  the  abutters  concerns  should  be  addressed.  George  Merrill  spoke,  in 
favor;  he  felt  that  the  Committee  had  presented  the  article  much  better  than  in  the  Spring.  Felt  that  the 
Body  should  support  the  article.  David  McLachlan  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  Attorney  Philip 
Nyman  who  represented  the  Jason  Family  and  the  East  Chelmsford  Water  District,  spoke  against  the 
article.  He  said  that  the  abutters  did  not  want  public  access  to  the  area.  The  history  of  the  area  is  not 
suitable  for  this  type  of  activity.  Kathleen  Redican  of  the  East  Chelmsford  Water  Department  said  that 
the  concern  was  for  the  water  department’s  wells  located  in  the  area.  This  is  East  Chelmsford’s  only 
source  of  water.  There  has  been  past  problems  and  felt  that  the  commissioner’s  concerns  merited 
consideration.  A number  of  Representatives  spoke  in  favor.  Linda  Prescott  of  the  Historical 
Commission  asked  what  would  the  funding  be  for  this  project?  Peggy  Dunn  explained  that  the 
Massachusetts  Middlesex  Canal  Commission,  which  is  a State  agency  would  fund  the  proposed 
bollards  that  would  be  installed  at  the  opening  of  the  pathway  off  Brick  Kiln  Rd.  There  would  be  no 
cost  to  the  Town.  Linda  Prescott  then  spoke  in  favor  of  the  pathway.  Robert  Morse,  Alternate 
Member  of  the  Canal  Commission  also  a member  of  the  Master  Plan  Committee  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
site.  Selectman  Weisfeldt  asked  if  Police  Chief  Raymond  McCusker  would  come  forward  and  address 
the  safety  concerns.  The  Chief  explained  that  there  was  a history  of  the  area  being  a dumping  area  for 
stolen  cars.  There  had  been  housebreaks  in  the  past,  however,  now  that  the  Department  has  access  with 
motorcycles  and  4 — wheel  drive  vehicles  routine  patrolling  has  been  done  and  these  problems  have 
dropped  off.  James  Jason  said  that  presently  the  road  is  blocked  off  at  both  ends  and  once  these  sand 
piles  are  removed,  everything  will  start  again.  Kathleen  Redican  said  that  it  was  her  understanding  that 
if  the  bollards  are  set  up  at  the  opening  on  Brick  Kiln  Rd.,  wouldn’t  these  bollards  prevent  the  opening 
from  meeting  ADA  requirements  for  wheelchair  access?  Even  though  the  purpose  is  to  prevent 
vehicles  from  going  down  it  won’t  stop  a snowmobile  from  being  able  to  get  through  if  they’re  wide 
enough  for  a wheelchair.  Robert  Morse  said  that  these  bollards  would  have  to  be  installed  to  meet 
ADA  requirements.  He  felt  that  the  dirt  bikes,  snow  mobiles,  over  terrain  vehicles  etc.,  are  coming  in 
by  way  of  the  high-tension  wires  not  the  intended  path.  Fran  McDougall  moved  the  question  to  stop 
debate.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to  stop  debate,  motion  carried, 
unanimously.  He  asked  for  boards  recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  on  the 
article  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  He  declared  that  the  motion  carried  by  recognizing  the  2/3 ’s  vote 
by-law. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  13.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
Article  9 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  by  increasing  the  appropriation  for 
South  Row  School  Roof  Replacement  by  an  additional  $11,500  to  $351,500,  and  the  Town  Manager 
moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  $1 1,500  from  Free  Cash  to  defray  such  changes. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  was  originally  bided  out  as  a roof  repair  project  for  the 
South  Row  School.  It  was  determined  that  the  roof  was  beyond  repair  and  that  the  entire  roof  needed 
to  be  replace.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  14.  The  Manager  moved  to  withdraw  the  article.  The  Town  is  working 
with  the  State  regarding  the  water  level.  Once  an  agreement  is  met,  monies  will  be  put  aside  in  the 
annual  budget  to  address  the  costs.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to 
withdraw.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

That  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  available  funds,  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  provide  technical  assistance  to  the  Town  in  making  all  necessary  filings  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United  States  Government  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a 
drawdown  of  water  level  at  Freeman  Lake. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  15.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
and  appropriate  from  Free  Cash,  $110,000  to  construct  a skateboard  park  on  a portion  of  land  at  the 
McCarthy  School  located  on  North  Road,  and  reconstruct  the  tennis  courts  and  basketball  courts  at  the 
South  Row  School  located  on  Boston  Road  . 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  originally  was  to  be  a Capital  Planning  article.  The 
article  was  pulled  due  to  the  unavailability  of  a site.  However,  now  that  a site  has  been  found  and  there 
is  money  available  and  it  is  a potential  safety  issue,  the  money  should  be  spent.  This  concept  is 
extremely  popular  on  the  West  Coast  and  now  becoming  popular  here.  Municipal  buildings  and  lots 
are  being  used.  The  Chief  of  Police  and  the  Community  Action  Committee  request  support  of  building 
the  park.  The  idea  was  to  find  an  area  in  a nonresidential  central  area.  Two  sites  had  been  viewed  and 
not  favorable.  Due  to  the  park  not  requiring  having  a specific  shape,  the  area  at  the  McCarthy  can  be 
used.  It  is  a central  location,  and  with  the  future  building  of  the  Police  Station  being  located  within  the 
same  area,  it  is  ideal.  Parents  drive  their  children  to  facilities  located  in  other  communities.  He  further 
explained  that  while  looking  at  the  South  Row  School  tennis  courts  as  a potential  site  it  was  realized 
that  the  tennis  courts  were  in  disrepair,  the  basketball  court  also  needed  attention.  This  proposal  would 
bring  both  courts  up  to  standard  and  create  a skateboard  area.  Questions  and  discussion  took  place. 
George  Ripsom  questioned  the  tennis  courts.  Is  anybody  new  going  to  evaluate  the  courts  and  fix  them 
correctly?  The  Manager  explained  that  the  courts  were  built  on  sand  and  the  sand  has  shifted,  causing 
cracks.  A quick  fix  was  done  ten  years  ago,  now  they  will  be  grinded  down  and  hot  topped  over,  much 
like  roads  are  made.  Mark  Connors  questioned  if  there  would  be  any  fees  and  is  the  Town  covered  for 
liability?  No  fees  will  be  charged  at  this  time.  Due  to  there  not  being  any  staff,  perhaps  in  the  future. 
Liability  insurance  will  cover  the  Skateboard  Park.  Signage  will  be  posted  requiring  safety 
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requirements.  Helmets  and  kneepads  must  be  worn.  The  rules  will  be  posted  and  enforced  and 
monitored  by  the  police  driving  through  the  area.  Jeff  Stallard  questioned  the  hours  of  operation.  The 
Town  Manager  explained  that  the  park  would  be  closed  during  school  hours,  there  will  be  no  lights. 

The  park  will  close  at  sunset.  Pam  Armstrong  questioned  if  the  School  Committee  were  in  favor. 

School  Committee  Chairman  Anthony  Volpe  said  the  Committee  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
article.  Barbara  Scavezze  questioned  if  the  park  will  be  locked?  Yes  during  the  hours  that  the  park  is 
not  opened  it  will  be  locked.  Brian  Latina  questioned  who  would  be  responsible  for  maintaining  these 
various  courts?  The  Town  Manager  said  that  the  Town  would.  Glenn  Thoren  questioned  the  material 
to  be  used?  The  material  used  in  the  West  Coast  is  wood  so  most  likely  that  is  what  will  be  used  here.  . 
He  listed  the  surrounding  towns  that  have  skateboard  parks.  Nashua,  Andover,  etc.  The  Finance 
Committee  did  not  recommend  the  article.  Procedurally  they  felt  that  it  should  be  a Capital  Planning 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Patrick  Flaherty  speaking  as  one  of  the 
youths  that  skateboard  throughout  the  Town,  asked  for  support.  He  said  the  Police  are  always  moving 
the  skateboarders  along  or  telling  them  to  find  another  place.  There  is  no  other  place.  The  Town 
Manager  said  that  the  park  should  have  been  listed  as  a Capital  Planning  article,  but  now  is  the  time  for 
it  and  asked  for  support.  A number  of  Representatives  spoke  in  favor.  Samuel  Poulten,  Anthony 
Volpe,  Leslie  Matthews.  John  Emerson  moved  the  question  to  stop  the  debate.  Motion  carried.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  16.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
and  appropriate  from  Free  Cash,  $25,000  to  engage  an  independent  consulting  firm  to  conduct  a 
townwide  water  study  for  the  Town  of  Chelmsford. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  himself  want  to  study  the 
number  of  issues  concerning  the  water  departments  resources  and  needs.  These  are  Town  wide 
concerns,  not  just  individual  water  districts.  He  had  awarded  the  contract  pending  Town  Meeting 
action  on  the  article  to  SEA  Inc  of  Cambridge.  He  gave  an  outline  of  the  objectives.  Review  all 
available  reports  and  data  pertaining  to  the  existing  Districts  system.  Confirm  facilities  and  water 
quality  by  investigation  and  conference  with  the  District  Superintendents.  Adopt  population 
projections.  Evaluate  the  quality  of  all  sources.  Generally  evaluate  the  adequacy  of  the  district’s  water 
system  to  meet  projected  demands.  Estimate  the  cost  to  accomplish  general  improvements  in  order  to 
enable  the  system  to  meet  future  demands.  Evaluate  to  see  if  short  and  long-term  demands  can  be  met. 
Evaluate  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  water  supply  and  distribution  systems  within  the  Town. 
Provide  recommendations  for  improvements  and  Town  Action.  Questions  and  discussion  took  place. 
Glenn  Thoren  question  if  this  was  a ploy  to  combine  the  three  water  districts.  He  was  assured  that  this 
was  just  a study,  lets  wait  and  see  what  the  results  of  the  report  will  be.  Kathleen  Redican,  East 
Chelmsford  Water  district  Commissioner  said  that  the  East  Water  had  finished  their  own  study  and  had 
given  the  report  to  the  Town  Manager.  She  also  said  that  the  individual  districts  must  vote  on  what  to 
do  that  the  Town  can’t  make  them  do  anything.  Leonard  Richards  questioned  if  all  the  Districts  were 
in  favor  of  the  study?  The  Manager  said  that  Center  and  East  both  supported  the  study  and  that  North 
was  willing  to  co-operate.  The  Finance  Committee  supported  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
supported  the  article.  Claire  Jeannotte  spoke  in  favor.  George  Merrill  spoke  against.  Felt  that  the 
people  were  paying  twice  for  the  study.  North  and  East  had  done  a study  already  why  should  the 
people  pay  again.  All  Districts  are  govern  by  State  regulations  and  asked  that  the  Body  defeat  the 
article.  Selectman  William  Dalton  urged  that  the  Body  support  the  article.  During  the  past  summer 
. there  was  a drought  throughout  the  entire  area  not  just  Chelmsford.  Many  people  were  concerned  that 
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the  water  supply  was  in  jeopardy,  now  is  the  time  to  have  questions  reviewed  and  answered.  Barry 
Balan  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  a need  for  further  debate, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  The  Moderator  declared  the  motion 
carried,  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  vote  by-law.  He  then  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands, 

motion  carried. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  17.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
and  appropriate  from  Free  Cash,  $60,000  to  complete  the  reconstruction  of  the  Adams  Library  as 
provided  under  Article  6 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  October  21,  1996  . 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  money  is  needed  to  complete  the  Library  project,  which 
is  a little  behind  schedule.  This  extra  money  is  for  site  cost.  There  were  many  boulders  on  the  property 
and  borings  couldn’t  be  done.  Plans  are  being  made  to  recoup  the  additional  site  cost,  but  the  project 
must  be  complete  before  any  money  can  be  recovered.  The  Library  endowment  fund  has  raised  over 
$500,000.00,  however  this  money  is  to  be  used  for  furnishings  etc.  It  is  the  Town’s  responsibility  to 
cover  this  added  expense.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further  discussion?  Hearing 
none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  18.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the 
care,  custody,  control,  and  management  of  the  Center  School  parcel,  Assessor’s  Map  No.  105,  Parcel 
No. 2,  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  the  School  Committee  to  be  held  for  school  purposes. 

The  Manager  explained  that  the  Center  School  project  is  complete.  In  order  for  the  building  to 
be  classified  as  a school  building,  it  must  be  officially  turned  back  over  to  the  School  Department. 

This  is  the  purpose  of  the  article.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further 
discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

At  this  time  the  Town  Manager  requested  that  article  23  be  taken  out  of  order  and  acted  upon  at 
this  session.  The  architect  handling  the  Police  Station  project  is  at  this  meeting  and  may  not  be  able  to 
be  available  at  the  next  meeting.  The  Finance  Committee  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  take  article  23 
out  of  order.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was 
any  need  for  further  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion 
carried  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  23.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
the  votes  taken  under  Article  1 1 of  the  April  27,  1998  Town  Meeting  and  Article  14  of  the  October  19, 
1998  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  appropriate  $800,000,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $4,890,000  previously 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  designing,  constructing  and  originally  equipping  a police  station;  this 
appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing. 
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The  Manager  explained  the  history  of  the  land  in  question.  It  was  an  area  that  the  Sewer 
Department  was  using  for  disposing  of  fill  and  boulders.  The  increase  is  for  the  additional  site  cost  for 
removing  boulders.  Borings  have  been  done  and  the  work  can  be  done,  but  there  is  a cost.  Part  of  the 
additional  cost  is  for  a pistol  range,  firearm  training  area  and  a ventilation  system.  Now  is  the  time  to 
do  these  things  while  the  building  is  being  built.  It’s  more  cost  efficient  to  do  it  now  rather  then  come 
back  at  a future  time  when  the  cost  will  be  much  greater  to  modify  the  building  to  meet  these  needs. 
The  present  training  is  done  at  the  Lowell  Sportsman  Club  twice  a year,  and  has  been  done  there  for 
the  last  fourteen  years.  The  Town  can’t  depend  on  this;  clubs  like  the  one  the  Town  uses  are  closing 
down.  He  stressed  again  that  the  area  is  not  going  to  be  just  a shooting  range.  It  will  be  a training  area 
for  chemical  spraying,  baton,  handcuff  s and  dim  light.  This  area  will  be  used  constantly  not  just  twice 
a year.  If  the  Town  fails  to  train,  then  liability  becomes  an  issue  that  must  be  considered.  The  Town 
Manager  said  that  the  building  will  be  one  of  cost  efficient  as  well  as  good  future  use,  the  money  will 
be  will  spent,  and  asked  for  support  of  the  article.  Questions  and  discussion  took  place.  Susan  Gates 
asked  if  the  amount  requested  was  just  for  digging  out  the  area.  No  all  costs  are  being  assessed  and  are 
ready  to  operate  when  the  station  opens.  Mark  Connors  asked  if  the  Rt.  3 project  would  effect  the  area 
in  question.  No,  this  has  all  been  reviewed  everything  is  fine.  Kathy  Howe  questioned  the  increase  in 
square  footage.  The  Manager  explained  that  the  original  building  was  7,000  sq.  ft.  This  new 
construction  would  increase  it  to  30,000  sq.  ft.  Thomas  Christiano  asked  if  another  alternative  site 
could  be  used.  No,  the  site  cost  would  be  the  same.  John  Wilder  asked  if  there  was  any  reimbursement 
from  the  State  or  Federal  government,  and  is  it  the  most  expensive  project  of  the  Town.  The  Manager 
explained  that  there  is  nothing  available.  Not  really  sure  if  it  would  be  considered  the  most  expensive 
project.  The  Town  would  be  paying  for  it  over  the  next  fifteen  years.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Glenn  Thoren  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  article.  He  felt  that  the  Police  deserve  and  should  be  trained  as  well  as  possible.  Dennis 
Ready  spoke  in  favor.  George  Merrill  spoke  against.  He  felt  it  should  be  in  the  budget.  It  is  a worthy 
cause.  The  Town  Manager  said  that  this  is  a Capital  Planning  article,  not  a budgetary  article.  John 
Coppinger  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands.  Motion  carried;  unanimously.  He  then  asked  for  a vote  of  the  article  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands  . He  declared  the  article  passed  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  vote  by-law. 

Dwight  Hayward  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourn  until  Thursday  October  21,  1999,  at  the 
Senior  Center  on  Groton  Rd.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  a need  for  further  debate,  hearing  none, 
he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Meeting 
adjourned  at  1 1:05  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
OCTOBER^  1999 
U U-  v 

The  Adjourned  Fall  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:40  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh,  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  140  Town  Meeting 
Representatives  present. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  19.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the 
care,  custody,  management  and  control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  convey 
in  accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  30B,  for  consideration  to  be  determined,  all 
right,  title,  and  interest,  if  any,  held  by  the  Town  in  a certain  portion  of  a parcel  of  land  on  Bridge 
Street  shown  as  Lot  22  on  Assessors  Map  184,  containing  19,602  square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more 
fully  described  in  a deed  recorded  in  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  1448,  Page  41. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  a resident  had  asked  for  the  Town  to  sell  this  piece  of 
property,  the  Town  will  consider  it.  The  land  is  land  locked,  the  individual  owns  several  lots  that  are 
buildable  around  this  piece.  The  Town  must  notify  all  the  abutters  and  go  out  for  a competitive  bid.  A 
condition  will  be  made  that  no  dwelling  will  be  placed  on  the  actual  lot,  however,  it  could  be  combined 
with  another  lot.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  on  the  article  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  He 
declared  the  article  passed  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  vote  by-law. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  20.  The  Moderator  declared  that  this  article  could  not  be  voted  on 
because  the  motion  was  not  signed.  The  article  read  as  follows:  To  see  if  the  Town  would  vote  to 
amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning  Map,  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  to  change 
from  a P - Public  District  to  a CB  - Roadside  Commercial  District,  that  parcel  of  land  located  at  60 
Carlisle  Street  and  known  as  Assessors  Map  239,  Lot  35,  as  shown  on  the  zoning  map. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  21.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  the  property 
located  at  60  Carlisle  Street  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  shown  as  Lot  35  on  Assessors 
Map  239,  containing  28,442  square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more  fully  described  in  a deed  recorded  in 
the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  3028,  Page  133;  and  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash, 
$70,000  for  said  acquisition. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  known  as  the  East  School  property.  The  Boy  Scouts 
purchased  the  property  in  the  mid  80’s  from  the  Town  for  $28,000.  Now  they  must  sell  the  property. 
The  Town  offered  to  buy  it  for  the  outstanding  mortgage,  of  $53,000,  however  they  decided  to  market 
the  property.  After  meeting  with  the  residents  it  was  determined  that  their  main  concern  was  that  they 
wanted  the  Town  to  obtain  the  property.  Most  likely  the  building  would  be  razed,  because  it  would  be 
to  expensive  to  bring  up  to  code  and  maintain,  and  use  as  a parking  lot  for  the  adjacent  ball  field.  The 
Town  offered  a bid  of  $70,000.  The  Boy  Scouts  said  that  they  had  an  offer  of  $150,000.  The  Town 
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will  not  match  that  offer.  It  was  estimated  that  the  cost  for  demolition  of  the  building  and  re-paving  of 
the  parking  lot  would  be  around  $80,000.  If  that  was  paid  on  top  of  the  $150,000  the  total  cost  would 
be  $230,000.  Due  to  an  agreement  between  the  Town  and  the  Scouts  when  the  Scouts  purchased  the 
property,  the  Scouts  are  able  to  deduct  their  initial  purchase  price  and  any  property  improvements  from 
the  sale.  Then  the  Town  is  entitled  to  50%  of  the  profit  from  the  sale  of  the  property.  The  Town 
Manager  requested  that  the  Body  approve  the  article,  if  for  whatever  reason  the  offer  isn’t  accepted.  It 
would  be  contingent  that  the  Selectmen  would  be  able  to  counteroffer,  without  having  to  go  through 
the  Town  Meeting  process.  He  explained  that  to  his  knowledge  there  was  no  signed  purchase  and  sale 
agreement  on  the  $150,000.  offer.  If  the  sale  does  go  through,  then  the  money  would  be  returned  to 
free  cash.  Kathy  Howe  questioned  what  improvements  had  been  made  to  the  property?  The  Manager 
said  he  was  told  $20,000.  worth  of  improvements  had  been  made,  however  verification  of  receipts 
would  need  to  be  provided.  Gerald  Pacht  questioned  why  the  Town  just  doesn’t  purchase  the  property? 
In  theory,  by  the  time  the  profit  formula  is  worked  out  it  would  really  cost  the  Town  an  additional 
$30,000.  Kathleen  Redican  said  that  there  is  no  parking  for  the  field  that  is  adjacent  to  the  property. 

The  field  is  on  a dangerous  curb.  If  the  Town  doesn’t  purchase  the  property,  then  what  alternatives 
will  be  made  to  elevate  the  situation.  The  Manager  explained  that  the  Town  had  a proposed  plan  prior 
to  this  situation.  It  could  put  a parking  lot  on  the  field  with  an  entrance  along  the  property  line  located 
where  the  present  homeplate  is.  Billy  Martin  wanted  to  know  who  the  potential  purchaser  was.  The 
Town  Manager  said  it  was  his  understanding  that  Merrimack  Education  Center  who  already  owns 
property  in  Town  was  the  prospective  bidder.  If  they  purchased  it  then  the  building  would  have  to  be 
brought  up  to  code.  Also  new  electrical  work  and  windows  would  be  needed.  Susan  Gates  questioned 
what  the  cost  would  be  for  the  parking  lot  built  on  the  field.  The  Manager  said  that  the  estimated  cost 
was  $40, 000. The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  He  declared  that  the  motion  carried,  by  recognizing  the 
2/3 ’s  bylaw. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  22.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  abandon  and  release  to  Troop  45,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  with  respect  to 
the  land  shown  on  Assessors  Map  42,  Lot  2,  the  restriction  and  right  of  reverter  set  out  in  a deed  from 
the  Town  to  Troop  45,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  dated  July  31,  1947,  recorded  with  the  Middlesex 
North  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  1084,  Page  231,  for  consideration  of  $1.00  and  on  such  other  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  Selectmen  may  determine. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  land  was  sold  to  the  Boy  Scouts  in  1947  for  $1.00.  The 
Scouts  can’t  sell  the  property  without  approval  from  the  Town.  The  Scouts  want  to  sell  the  property  to 
the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  that  is  the  purpose  of  the  article.  The  Manager  felt  that  restrictions 
would  be  contingent  on  the  sale  regarding  structures  etc.  Arthur  Carmen  wanted  to  know  how  much 
money  the  Town  would  get  from  the  sale.  The  Manager  said  none,  this  would  just  release  the 
conditions  and  add  restrictions  of  buildings  possibly  terms  of  condition  regarding  the  East  School 
property.  Barry  Balan  questioned  if  the  Water  Department  had  approved  of  this  sale  yet.  Ronald 
Wetmore  of  the  water  district  said  that  a special  meeting  would  have  to  be  called.  He  didn’t  want  any 
restrictions  placed  on  the  property.  Susan  Carter  questioned  if  any  conservation  restrictions  could  be 
placed  on  the  property?  Mark  Connors  questioned  how  the  Town  could  prevent  the  Water  District 
from  selling  the  property.  John  Giorgio  Town  Counsel,  said  that  the  deed  could  be  written  to  protect 
the  Town’s  future  interest  in  the  property.  More  questions  were  asked.  Stuart  Weisfeldt  said  that  the 
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Board  of  Selectmen  would  do  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  development  of  the  lot.  The 
Finance  Committee  was  against  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  A 
discussion  took  place.  Judy  Olsson  spoke  against  the  article.  She  felt  that  this  Town  give  a tremendous 
amount  of  support  to  the  youth  of  the  Town  already,  and  the  Boy  Scouts  shouldn’t  take  advantage  of 
the  generosity.  Arthur  Carmen  moved  to  amend  the  article.  By  deleting  the  words  contained  in  line  5 
which  read  “for  consideration  of  $1.00”  and  substitute  in  their  place  the  words  “for  consideration  of  the 
fair  market  value  of  the  land  or  the  sales  price,  whichever  is  greater.”  He  felt  that  the  Scouts  only 
wanted  to  sell  the  land  for  profit.  They  shouldn’t  be  allowed  to  make  any  money  on  it.  The  Finance 
Committee  was  against  the  motion  to  amend.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  were  against  the  motion  to 
amend.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  on  the  motion  to  amend,  motion  defeated.  Christopher 
Garrahan  moved  to  amend  the  article.  He  wanted  to  restrict  the  sale  to  the  Water  Department  for 
water  supply  use  only.  A discussion  took  place  regarding  his  amendment.  Town  Counsel  John 
Giorgio  went  over  the  wording  of  the  Garrahan  motion  and  felt  that  it  needed  to  be  more  specific.  An 
unofficial  recess  took  place  while  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Christopher  Garrahan,  and  Counsel 
discussed  the  amendment.  During  this  time  the  Moderator  announced  that  Halloween  would  be 
celebrated  on  Sunday  October  31st  from  5Pm  to  8Pm..  The  Moderator  read  the  actual  Garrahan  motion 
to  amend.  Add  to  the  end  of  the  article,  “and  such  sale  of  land  shall  be  restricted  to  the  Center  Water 
District,  and  provided  further  that  no  structures  or  other  improvements  for  water  supply  or  other 
purposes  shall  be  constructed  by  the  Water  District  without  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
and  that  the  Water  District  shall  not  be  permitted  to  convey  the  parcel  to  any  other  party  without  town 
meeting  approval..”  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  motion  to  amend.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  motion  to  amend.  A discussion  took  place.  David  McLachlan  spoke 
against  the  motion.  He  felt  that  the  Scouts  shouldn’t  be  able  to  gain  financial  profit.  Ronald  Wetmore 
Water  Commissioner,  felt  that  there  shouldn’t  be  any  type  of  restrictions.  The  time  may  come  in  the 
future  that  a water  tower  must  be  built,  or  a pumping  station  may  need  to  go  on  the  property.  He  urged 
for  defeat  of  the  amendment  and  the  article.  Let  it  come  back  at  a future  time.  Christopher  Garrahan 
explained  that  he  is  only  trying  to  address  the  neighbors  concerns  in  the  immediate  area,  and  it  would 
help  the  Scouts.  Adrienne  Jerome  spoke  against  the  amendment  and  article.  Felt  that  more  facts  and 
figures  are  needed.  Arthur  Carmen  felt  that  the  article  should  be  tabled.  Robert  Hall  said  that  the  Boy 
Scouts  should  give  the  land  back  to  the  Town  and  then  the  Town  should  give  the  land  to  the  Water 
Department.  Frederick  Marcks  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.,  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 
The  Moderator  then  took  a vote  on  the  motion  to  amend  the  article,  motion  defeated.  He  then  asked 
for  a vote  on  the  main  motion,  motion  defeated. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  24.  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Claire  Jeannotte,  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  amend  the  General  By-laws,  Article  II,  Town  Meeting,  Section  2,  Warrant  Articles  by 
deleting  Section  2.2,  Publications  which  reads  as  follows: 

Section  2.2  Publications  - The  warrant  article  shall  be  included  in  the  Finance  Committee  report  which 
shall  be  made  available  to  Town  Meeting  Members  and  the  public  not  less  than  two  (2)  weeks  before 
either  Town  Meeting.  The  warrant  articles  for  any  Special  Town  Meeting  shall  be  made  available  to 
the  Town  Meeting  Members  not  less  than  fourteen  (14)  days  before  the  Special  Town  Meeting. 

And  replace  with  the  following: 
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Section  2.2  Publications  - The  warrant  article  shall  be  included  in  the  Finance  Committee  report  which 
shall  be  made  available  to  Town  Meeting  Members  and  the  public  not  less  than  one  (1)  week  before 
either  Town  Meeting.  The  warrant  articles  for  any  Special  Town  Meeting  shall  be  made  available  to 
the  Town  Meeting  Members  not  less  than  fourteen  (14)  days  before  the  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Claire  Jeannotte,  explained  that  the  Finance  Committee 
was  not  able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  by-law.  Many  times  they  do  not  get  the  final  figures  for 
the  articles  until  two  weeks  before  the  meeting.  They  must  vote  to  accept  or  not  accept  any  and  all 
money  articles,  then  have  the  book  printed  with  their  recommendations.  The  Committee  felt  that  the 
time  period  should  be  reduced  to  one  week  before  the  Town  Meeting.  Questions  and  discussion  took 
place.  Why  did  the  Committee  get  the  figures  so  late?  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  sometimes 
figures  are  not  available  from  the  State.  Sometimes  he  has  to  wait  until  the  last  minute  for  information 
so  he  can  provide  the  Committee  with  exact  figures  for  the  money  articles.  Many  times 
Representatives  do  not  look  at  the  Finance  book  until  right  before  the  Town  Meeting,  rather  then 
provided  incomplete  information  he  wanted  to  provide  as  much  as  possible.  The  other  choice  was  to 
not  put  items  on  the  warrant  until  all  the  facts  and  figures  are  available  then  call  a Special  Town 
Meeting  to  act  on  articles.  William  Curry  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  George  Merrill  spoke  against 
the  article.  He  felt  that  the  book  should  be  available  two  weeks  prior  to  the  meetings.  The 
Representatives  should  attend  the  Finance  meetings  so  they  are  aware  of  the  facts  and  figures.  Roger 
Sumner  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  He  then  asked  for  a vote  on  the  article,  motion  defeated. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  25.  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Claire  Jeannotte,  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  amend  the  General  By-laws,  Article  II,  Town  Meeting,  Section  4,  Procedures  by  deleting 
the  second  and  third  paragraph  of  Section  4.1  Order  of  Precedence  of  Motions  which  reads  as  follows: 

The  above  table  of  motions  in  order  of  their  precedence  shall  be  printed  on  the  inside  of  the  front  cover 
of  the  Finance  Committee  report  for  each  of  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

The  following  listing  of  common  motions,  classified  according  to  their  objectives,  shall  be  printed  on 
the  inside  of  the  back  cover  of  the  Finance  Committee  report  for  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

And  replace  with  the  following: 

The  above  table  of  motions  in  order  of  their  precedence  must  be  included  in  the  Finance  Committee 
report  for  each  of  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

The  following  listing  of  common  motions,  classified  according  to  their  objectives,  must  be  included  in 
the  Finance  Committee  report  for  the  annual  Town  Meetings. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Claire  Jeannotte  explained  that  the  present  by-law 
requires  the  table  to  be  printed  on  the  inside  cover.  It  is  an  unnecessary  extra  expense.  The  Committee 
feels  that  they  may  want  to  occasionally  put  something  else  there  pertaining  to  the  meeting.  The 
Finance  Committee  supported  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  26.  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission,  John  Emerson  Jr,  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law,  Section  2300,  Dimensional  Regulations,  by  adding  a new 
Section  2312  which  reads: 

2312.  Wastewater  Pump  Stations.  Municipal  wastewater  pumping  stations  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
dimensional  regulations  of  this  section. 

Andrew  Sheehan  explained  that  this  was  an  item  that  should  have  been  submitted  when  the 
zoning  by-laws  were  updated  last  fall.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Robert  Morse  of  the  Planning  Board  read  the  board's 
recommendation.  The  Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held  a public  hearing  on  September 
22,  1 999  on  the  above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a legal  notice  in  the  Chelmsford  Independent 
of  September  2,  1999  and  September  9,  1999,  a minimum  of  14  days  before  the  hearing.  A copy  of  the 
ad  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter  40A,  Section  5.  At  the  meeting  on  September  22,  1999,  the  proponents, 
residents  and  the  Planning  Board  discussed  the  merits  of  this  Zoning  By-Law  change.  The  Planning 
Board  found  that  this  section  was  inadvertently  left  out  of  the  1998  Comprehensive  Revision  of  the 
Zoning  By-Law  and  should  be  reinserted  into  the  zoning  by-law.  Therefore,  in  keeping  with  the 
general  intent  of  the  Zoning  By-Law  in  the  development  of  community,  the  Planning  Board  voted 
unanimously  (6-0  ) to  recommend  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  27.  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission  John  Emerson  Jr  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the  Sewer  Commissioners  to  acquire  any  and  all 
temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple  with  buildings  and  trees 
thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further  described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “Plan  of  Sewer 
Easement  in  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  Crooked  Spring  Road  Area  - Phase  4B  Sewers  dated  October, 
1999  prepared  for  the  Chelmsford  Sewer  Commission  by  Richard  F.  Kaminski  & Associates,  Inc.  ”,  a 
copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and  all  other  appurtenances 
thereto;  and  further,  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  allow  the 
installation  and  maintenance  of  sewer  facilities  on  Town-owned  conservation  land. 

John  Emerson,  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission  explained  that  this  is  a requirement  of  the 
State  for  any  community  that  uses  self  help  money  to  purchase  land  for  conservation  purposes.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
David  McLachlan  of  the  Conservation  Commission  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked 
if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands, 
motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Dwight  Hayward  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  article  28  be  waived.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  28.  Robert  Morse  of  the  Master  Plan  Committee  explained  that  this  was 
part  of  the  ongoing  master  plan  project  of  the  Town.  It  is  the  committee's  recommendation  to  create 
this  area  for  the  Town's  center.  It  will  maintain  a "village"  concept  while  the  proposals  and 
completion  of  future  improvements  to  the  area  are  in  the  works.  Andrew  Sheehan,  Land  Use  Co- 
Ordinator  came  forward  and  read  and  showed  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the  proposed  district.  The 
Finance  Committee  didn't  have  any  expertise  on  the  matter,  therefor  did  not  want  to  make  any 
recommendation.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  were  in  favor  of  the  article.  The  Moderator  stated  that  he 
had  the  Planning  Board's  written  recommendation.  He  questioned  Town  Counsel  John  Giorgio  who 
verified  that  he  could  orally  accept  the  written  report  and  read  it  summarily  to  the  Body.  He  said  that 
the  Planning  Board  held  a public  meeting  on  September  8,  1999.  It  had  been  advertised  in  the 
Chelmsford  Independent  August  19  and  26,  1999.  Copy  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  appropriate 
agencies  as  required  by  statute.  After  discussing  the  merits  of  the  change  the  Planning  Board  voted 
unanimously  (6-0)  to  recommend  the  Center  Village  District.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any 
need  for  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

Robert  Morse  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by  adopting  the 
following  amendments  which  will  create  a new  Center  Village  District,  by: 

A.  1.  Amending  Article  II,  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2100.  Districts,  by 
inserting  the  following  after  the  definition  of  RM  - Residential  Multifamily  District: 

“CV  - Center  Village  District.  This  district  is  for  maintaining  downtown  village  character.” 

2.  Amending  Article  II,  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning 
Map,  by  creating  a new  CV  - Center  Village  District,  as  it  appears  in  the  attached  map: 

Insert  existing  & proposed  CV  District  maps 

B.  Amending  Article  IV,  Special  Regulations,  by  inserting  a new  Section  4700,  which  reads: 

4700.  CENTER  VILLAGE  ZONING. 

4710.  Purpose.  CV  (Center  Village)  zoning  is  intended  to  aid  in  revitalizing,  preserving  and 
expanding  the  village  character  of  Chelmsford’s  traditional  business  districts.  The  qualities  that  make 
up  the  character  of  a traditional  New  England  Village  center  are  encouraged  through: 

• Maximum  retail  floor  area  to  strengthen  small  business  development. 

• Shared  parking  to  minimize  curb  cuts  and  maximize  pedestrian  safety. 

• Residential  uses  are  allowed  as  an  accessory  use  to  reinforce  downtown  village  character. 


4720.  Center  Village  Zoning  Dimensional  standards: 


Minimum  Lot 
Requirements 

Area  (xlOOO  sq.ft.) 

Width  (feet) 

Depth  (feet) 

Frontage  (feet) 

5 

50 

0 

50 

Minimum  Yard 
Requirements 

Front  (feet) 

Side  (feet) 

Rear  (feet) 

33 


5' 

10' 

10' 

Maximum 

Building 

Coverage  (%) 

Stories 

Height  (feet) 

Floor  Area  Ratio 

40 

3 

35 

.60 

Minimum 

Building 

Height  (feet) 

202 

1 May  be  partially  or  completely  reduced  by  Special  Permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  the 
setbacks  as  imposed  by  the  district  would  result  in  construction  of  structures  that  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  area’s 
scale  and  character.  The  Planning  Board  must  further  find  that  the  relaxation  of  said  standards  will  not  interfere  with  or 
negatively  impact  abutting  properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential  purposes. 

2 For  any  structure  of  600  square  feet  or  larger. 

4730.  Parking. 

4731.  In  the  CV  (Center  Village)  District,  the  required  parking  shall  be  reduced  by  50  percent 
for  the  requirements  of  section  3120.  “Number  of  Spaces”,  except  for  multifamily  use. 

Parking  within  front  yards  shall  be  prohibited. 

4732.  Parking  lots  of  more  than  20  spaces  shall  provide  landscaping  to  equal  10  percent  of  the 
total  paved  area  of  the  site.  Such  landscaping  shall  be  contained  within  or  adjacent  to  the 
parking  lot. 

4733.  All  drives  and  parking  lots  shall  be  edged  with  vertical  granite  curbing  in  accordance 
with  MHD  standard  specifications. 

4734.  The  Planning  Board  may  waive  full  compliance  with  Section  3100  “Off  Street  Parking 
and  Loading”  by  special  permit,  upon  a finding  that  the  strict  compliance  with  the  applicable 
section  would  result  in  construction  of  structures  that  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  area’s  scale 
and  character. 

4740.  Landscaping. 

4741.  The  requirements  of  section  3500.  “General  Landscaping  Requirements”  shall  not  apply 
to  the  CV  district,  except  for  multifamily  use.  The  Planning  Board,  during  the  Site  Plan 
Approval  process,  shall  require  adequate  landscaping  to  accomplish  the  objectives  of  this 
section. 

4750.  Design  Standards. 

475 1 . Architectural  styles  shall  reflect  and  strengthen  the  character  of  primary  buildings 
existing  in  the  CV  district. 

4752.  Exterior  building  materials  shall  be  chosen  to  be  consistent  with  those  of  the  primary 
structures  existing  in  the  CV  district. 
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4753.  Buildings  shall  be  constructed  with  a minimum  of  two  stories,  or  a suitable  facade 
suggestive  of  two  stories. 

4754.  Lighting  shall  be  consistent  with  the  character  of  a Village  Zoning  District.  A lighting 
plan  shall  be  required  in  conjunction  with  the  Site  Plan  Review.  Lighting  shall  be 
designed  to  illuminate  the  subject  property  and  shall  not  encroach  onto  abutting 
properties. 

C.  Amending  Article  III,  General  Regulations,  Section  3100,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading,  by 
inserting  the  following  new  category: 


Accessory  Residential  Use  in  the  CV  District  One  space  per  unit 


D.  Amending  Article  II  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations,  Section  2230,  use  Regulation 
Schedule,  by  amending  the  use  regulation  schedule  to  add  a new  column  CV,  as  follows: 
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Intensity  of  use  shall  be  limited  to  permit  a maximum  of  7 units  per  acre  and  a maximum  of  254  units  in  the  RMH  District. 
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Provided  there  are  neither  hogs  nor  fur-bearing  animals. 
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| PRINCIPAL  USE 

||  3.  Nonexempt  educational  use 

||  4.  Animal  clinic  or  hospital 

||  5.  Kennel 

| 6.  Nursing  or  convalescent  home 

1 7.  Funeral  home 

8.  Motel  or  hotel 

||  9.  Retail  stores  and  services  not  elsewhere  set  forth 

||  10.  Motor  vehicle  sales  and  rental6 

1 11.  Motor  vehicle  general  and  body  repair 

1 12.  Motor  vehicle  light  service6 

1 13.  Parking  Garage 

1 14.  Restaurant 

||  15.  Restaurant,  fast-food 

16.  Business  or  professional  office 

||  1 7.  Medical  center  or  clinic 

||  18.  Bank,  financial  agency 

1 20.  Indoor  commercial  recreation 
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| PRINCIPAL  USE 

||  2 1 . Outdoor  commercial  recreation 

1 22.  Club  or  lodge 

23.  Riding  academy 

||  24.  Golf  course 

25.  Campground 

||  26.  Adult  entertainment  establishment 

| 27.  Wireless  Communications  Facility 

||  28.  Fairs,  carnivals  and  similar  events 

D.  INDUSTRIAL 

| 1 . Earth  removal 

1 2.  Light  manufacturing 

3.  Wholesale,  warehouse,  self-storage  mini- 
warehouse, or  distribution  facility 

||  4.  Granite  operations 

1 5.  Contractor's  yard 

1 6.  Junkyard  or  Automobile  Graveyard 

7.  Solid  waste  disposal  facility  or  sanitary  landfill 

||  8.  Refuse  incinerator 

9.  Transport  terminal 

10.  Wood  operation 

1 1 . Pedestrian  and  vehicular  access  and  egress  by 
private  way  to  and  from  uses  permitted  in  an  IA 
District 
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E.  Amend  Article  IV.  Special  Regulations,  Section  4500,  Facilitated  & Independent  Senior 
Living,  by  amending  S.5420  Standards,  by  adding  a new  column  CV,  as  follows: 

4520.  Standards.  The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  Facilitated  and 
Independent  Senior  Living  Facilities: 


RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CV 

IA 

Minimum  lot  area  (acres)1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

Minimum  lot  width  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (ft.) 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

Minimum  frontage  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (ft.)2 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (ft.) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (ft.) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation  (ft.) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage  (%) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Maximum  building  height  (ft.) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Minimum  open  space  - 
Independent  Senior  Living  (%) 

10 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - Facilitated 
Living3 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - Independent 
Senior  Living4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

4 

A smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  lot  is 
determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Section  4500. 


Or  twice  the  building  height,  whichever  is  greater. 


Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  increase  is 
determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Section  4500. 

Exclusive  of  open  space  requirement.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus  wetlands/floodplain 
not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals  maximum  number  of  units  per  tract.” 
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Dwight  Hayward  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  article  29  be  waived.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  29.  Andrew  Sheehan  explained  that  the  purpose  of  this  article  was 
to  address  certain  zoning  issues,  to  clarify  inconsistency's  in  the  by-law,  also  to  add  tables  that 
were  inadvertently  left  out  of  the  Zoning  By-Law  passed  last  fall.  A number  of  questions  were 
asked  concerning  the  parking  spaces  for  day  care  and  truck  parking  in  residential  areas.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  the  various  boards’  recommendations.  The  Finance  Committee  didn't  have 
any  recommendation.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  said  he 
had  the  Planning  Board's  written  recommendation  . He  said  that  the  Planning  Board  held  a public 
meeting  on  September  8,  1999.  It  had  been  advertised  in  the  Chelmsford  Independent  August  19 
and  26,  1999.  Copy  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  appropriate  agencies  as  required  by 
statute.  After  discussing  the  merits  of  the  changes,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Planning  Board  that 
these  changes  to  the  Zoning  By-laws  are  necessary.  Therefore  in  keeping  with  the  general  intent 
of  the  Zoning  By-laws  in  the  development  of  the  community.  The  Planning  Board  voted 
unanimously  (6-0)  to  recommend  the  article.  Discussion  took  place  regarding  the  parking  of 
trucks  in  residential  districts.  There  was  a concern  about  people  being  able  to  bring  home 
company  vehicles.  Some  people  have  big  trucks  as  private  vehicles  are  they  going  to  be 
restricted?  What  if  magnetic  signs  are  used  and  removed  and  put  back  on  the  vehicle?  Who 
would  enforce  the  By-Law?  Billy  Martin  moved  to  amend  the  article  by  deleting  Section  3 1 80 
in  its  entirety.  He  felt  that  more  information  should  be  studied  before  passing.  The  Finance  had 
no  recommendation  on  the  motion  to  amend.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  supported  the 
amendment.  The  Board  had  concerns  about  the  section.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of 
hands  on  the  motion  to  amend.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there 
was  any  need  for  discussion  on  the  main  motion  as  amended,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote 
by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article  as  amended  reads  as 
follows: 

Robert  Morse  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by: 

A.  Amending  Section  2330  regarding  accessory  buildings,  by  inserting  “or  swimming  pool” 
after  “An  accessory  building”  in  the  second  sentence. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

2330.  Accessory  buildings.  No  accessory  building  or  structure,  except  a 
permitted  sign  or  roadside  stand,  shall  be  located  within  a required  front 
yard  area.  A detached  accessory  building  may  be  located  in  the  rear  yard  areas  and  on  the  same 
lot  as  a principal  building,  provided  that  not  more  than  twenty-five  (25)  percent  of  the  required 
yard  area  shall  be  so  occupied,  and  further  provided  that  an  accessory  building  or  swimming  pool 
shall  not  be  located  nearer  than  ten  (10)  feet  from  the  principal  building  and  at  least  ten  (10)  feet 
from  any  side  or  rear  lot  line.  An  accessory  building  attached  to  its  principal  building  or  within 
ten  (10)  feet  of  it  shall  be  considered  an  integral  part  thereof  and  as  such  shall  be  subject  to  the 
front,  side,  and  rear  yard  requirements  applicable  to  the  principal  building. 
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1.  Inserting  a new  Section  3114  which  reads: 


3114.  The  requirements  set  forth  in  Section  3100  may  be  reduced  by  Special  Permit  issued  by  the 
Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  such  reduction  will  not  detract  from  the  objectives  of  this 
Section  3100. 

2.  Amending  Section  3120  regarding  the  number  of  required  parking  spaces  for  the  following 
use  by  changing  “One  (1)  space  per  two  hundred  (200)”  to  “One  (1)  space  per  five  hundred 
(500)”: 


Manufacturing,  truck  terminals,  wholesale 
establishments,  public  utility  buildings  other 
than  their  business  office,  warehouses  and 
similar  uses  not  normally  visited  by  the 
general  public 

One  (1)  space  per  two  hundred  (200)  feet  of 
net  floor  area.  Provided,  however,  that  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  may  waive  the  actual 
construction  of  said  space  to  no  less  than  one 
(1)  space  per  one  and  four-tenths  (1.4) 
employees,  plus  one  (1)  space  for  each 
vehicle  used  in  the  operation  upon  issuance  of 
a building  permit  or  occupancy  permit 

The  amended  section  will  read: 


Manufacturing,  truck  terminals,  wholesale 
establishments,  public  utility  buildings  other 
than  their  business  office,  warehouses  and 
similar  uses  not  normally  visited  by  the 
general  public 

One  (1)  space  per  five  hundred  (500)  feet  of 
net  floor  area.  Provided,  however,  that  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  may  waive  the  actual 
construction  of  said  space  to  no  less  than  one 
(1)  space  per  one  and  four-tenths  (1.4) 
employees,  plus  one  (1)  space  for  each 
vehicle  used  in  the  operation  upon  issuance  of 
a building  permit  or  occupancy  permit 

And  insert  the  following  new  categories: 

Child/day  care 

One  (1)  space  per  four  (4)  students,  plus  one 
(1)  space  per  employee  on  the  largest  shift, 
plus  a dedicated  drop-off  zone  adequate  to 
accommodate  a minimum  of  five  (5) 
automobiles 

Self-Storage  Mini- Warehouse 

A minimum  of  three  (3)  spaces  per  facility, 
plus  one  (1)  space  per  one  hundred  (100) 
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I storage  units 

3.  Amending  Section  3130  regarding  size  of  parking  spaces  by  deleting  the  existing  which 
reads: 

“3130.  Size  of  Parking  Spaces.  Parking  spaces  shall  be  no  less  than  eight  and  five-tenths  (8.5) 
feet  in  width  and  nineteen  (19)  feet  in  length.” 

and  inserting  the  following  text  and  diagram  regarding  parking  stall  and  aisle  dimensions  in  its 
place: 

Section  3130.  Size  of  narking  spaces. 

The  area  of  the  parking  lot  shall  be  determined  by  the  following  table. 


Angle 

Stall  and  Aisle  Dimensions  (ft.) 

X 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

/ 

30 

8.5 

16.9 

11.0 

26.4 

17.0 

4.3 

23.8 

16.5 

45 

8.5 

19.4 

13.5 

32.9 

12.0 

6.0 

19.4 

13.4 

60 

8.5 

20.7 

18.5 

37.2 

9.8 

7.4 

13.8 

9.5 

70 

8.5 

20.8 

19.5 

38.6 

9.0 

8.0 

9.4 

6.5 

80 

8.5 

20.2 

24.0 

38.9 

8.6 

8.4 

4.8 

3.3 

90 

8.5 

19.0 

27.0 

38.0 

8.5 

8.5 

0.0 

0.0 

WALL  OR  OTHER 


STALL  AND  AISLE  DIAGRAM 


4.  Amending  Section  3150  regarding  parking  and  loading  area  design  and  location  by: 

a.  adding  the  following  at  the  end  of  section  3151:  “See  Section  3543  for  increased  parking 
buffers.” 

and; 

deleting  or  in  any  required  yard  area  adjacent  to  a residential  or  institutional  use.”  and  insert  a 
period  after  “right-of-way”  from  Section  3151. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3151.  No  off-street  parking  area  shall  be  located  within  ten  (10)  feet  of  a property  line,  or 
within  twenty  (20)  feet  of  a street  right-of-way.  See  Section  3543  for  increased  parking 
buffers. 


b.  Deleting  “for  ten  (10)  or  more  cars”  from  Section  3156. 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3156.  Parking  areas  shall  provide  screening  in  accordance  with  Section  3500. 

C.  Amending  Section  3500  regarding  general  landscaping  requirements  by: 

1.  Amending  the  table  in  Section  3530  Landscaping  Requirements  for  Property  Lines 
The  existing  section  reads: 


DISTRICT 

RM 

CA 

CB 

cc 

CD 

IA 

IS 

RMH 

cx 

P 

OS 

Distance  in  ft. 

20 

20 

30 

50 

50 

50 

50 

30 

30 

30 

10 

Change  property  line  landscaping  as  follows  in 

CA 

Change  from  20’  to  10’ 

CC 

Change  from  50’  to  30’ 

CD 

Change  from  50’  to  10’ 

IA 

Change  from  50’  to  40’ 

IS 

Change  from  50’  to  40’ 

P 

Change  from  30’  to  10’ 

order  to  be  consistent  with  the  required  setbacks: 
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The  amended  table  will  read: 


DISTRICT 

RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

IA 

IS 

RMH 

cx 

P 

OS 

Distance  in  ft. 

20 

10 

30 

30 

10 

40 

40 

30 

30 

10 

10 

2.  Amending  Section  3550  regarding  landscaping  requirements  for  street  frontage  of 
nonresidential  uses  by  inserting  the  following  at  the  beginning  of  the  section:  “With  the 
exception  of  the  CA,  CD  and  P Districts”  and  inserting  the  following  after  the  first 
sentence  of  the  section:  “In  the  CA,  CD  and  P Districts  the  required  landscaped  buffer 
area  shall  be  10’.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

3550.  Landscaping  Requirements  for  Street  Frontage  of  Nonresidential  Uses.  : A landscaped 
buffer  area,  except  for  approved  access  ways,  at  least  twenty  feet  in  width  as  measured 
from  the  layout  of  the  roadway  providing  frontage,  shall  be  established  . In  the  CA,  CD  and  P 
Districts  the  required  landscaped  buffer  area  shall  be  10’.  The  buffer  area  shall  be  planted  with 
Grass,  medium  height  shrubs,  and  shade  trees.  Shade  trees  shall  be  planted  at  least  every  35  feet 
along  the  road  frontage. 

D.  Amending  Section  4600  regarding  planned  open  space  developments  by: 

Deleting  “4628.  Buffer  Areas.  All  dwellings  and  structures  shall  be  located  a minimum  of  50  feet 
from  adjacent  properties,  and  100  feet  from  adjacent  surface  waters  or  wetlands.  Buffer  areas 
shall  be  retained  in  their  natural  vegetative  state  to  the  maximum  extent  feasible,  except  where 
adjacent  to  agriculturally  used  property.”  in  its  entirety. 


E.  Amending  Section  5100  regarding  administration,  by  inserting  a new  Section 
5140  which  reads: 

5140  Non-Criminal  Disposition.  In  addition  to  the  procedure  for  enforcement  as  described  in 
Section  5130  above,  the  provisions  of  this  By-law  may  also  be  enforced  by  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  by  non-criminal  disposition  as  provided  in  Mass.  G.  L.  c.  40,  s.  2 ID.  The  penalty  for 
such  violation  shall  be  $25.00  for  the  first  offense,  $50.00  for  the  second  offense,  $100.00  for  the 
third  offense,  and  $200.00  for  the  fourth  and  each  subsequent  offense. 


F.  Amending  Section  5200  regarding  Board  of  Appeals,  by: 

Inserting  the  following  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  5222:  “Procedural  requirements 
for  variances  shall  follow  5330.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 
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5222.  To  hear  and  decide  appeals  or  petitions  for  variances  from  the  terms  of  this  By-law,  with 
respect  to  particular  land  or  structures,  as  set  forth  in  G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  10.  The  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  not  grant  use  variances.  Procedural  requirements  for  variances  shall  follow  5330. 


G.  Amending  Section  5300  regarding  special  permits  and  variances,  by: 

1.  Deleting  “and  Variances”  from  the  section  heading  of  Section  5300.  The  amended 
section  heading  will  read: 

5300.  SPECIAL  PERMITS 

2.  Deleting  Section  5370  in  its  entirety.  Section  5370  reads:  “5370.  Variances.  Procedural 
requirements  for  variances  shall  follow  5330.” 


H.  Amending  Section  5400  regarding  site  plan  review,  by: 

I . Inserting  the  following  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  543 1 “The  Planning  Board  shall 
publish  a legal  notice  no  less  than  five  (5)  days  before  the  public  hearing  and  shall  notify 
all  abutters  and  abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 

5431.  Use,  Structure,  or  Activity  Available  As  of  Right.  An  application  for  a building 
permit  to  perform  work  as  set  forth  in  Section  5410  available  as  of  right  shall  be  accompanied  by 
an  approved  Site  Plan.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  any  activity  set  forth  in  Section  5410 
available  as  of  right,  the  project  proponent  shall  obtain  site  plan  approval  from  the  Planning 
Board.  Applicants  for  site  plan  approval  shall  submit  twelve  (12)  full  size  sets  and  eight  (8) 
reduced  size  sets  of  the  site  plan  to  the  Planning  Board  for  review.  The  Planning  Board  shall 
publish  a legal  notice  no  less  than  five  (5)  days  before  the  public  hearing  and  shall  notify  all 
abutters  and  abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet. 

2.  Deleting  the  third  sentence  of  Section  5434  which  reads:  “No  special  permit  or  variance  shall 
be  issued  by  the  Board  of  Appeals  without  the  written  approval  of  the  site  plan  by  the  Planning 
Board,  or  unless  60  days  lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action  by 
the  Planning  Board,  unless  extended  by  the  Planning  Board.” 

and  inserting  a new  third  sentence  which  reads:  “No  application  for  special  permit  or  variance 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of  Appeals  until  the  Planning  Board’s  Site  Plan  public  hearing  has 
been  opened,  or  unless  60  days  lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action 
by  the  Planning  Board,  unless  the  Planning  Board  extends  the  60  day  review  period.” 

The  amended  section  will  read: 
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5434.The  Planning  Board  shall  review  and  act  upon  the  site  plan,  with  such  conditions  as 
may  be  deemed  appropriate,  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  its  receipt,  and  notify  the  applicant  of  its 
decision.  The  decision  of  the  Planning  Board  shall  be  upon  a majority  of  those  present  and  shall 
be  in  writing.  No  application  for  special  permit  or  variance  shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of 
Appeals  until  the  Planning  Board’s  Site  Plan  public  hearing  has  been  opened,  or  unless  60  days 
lapse  from  the  date  of  the  submittal  of  the  site  plan  without  action  by  the  Planning  Board,  unless 
extended  by  the  Planning  Board.  Where  the  Planning  Board  approves  a site  plan  "with 
conditions",  and  said  site  plan  accompanies  a special  permit  or  variance  application  to  the  Board 
of  Appeals,  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Planning  Board  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 
issuance,  if  any,  of  a special  permit  or  variance  by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 


I.  Amending  Article  VI.  Definitions,  by: 

1.  Deleting  definition  of  “building  height”  which  reads: 

Building  height:  The  vertical  distance  from  the  grade  to  the  highest  point  of  the  roof.  When  a 
building  faces  more  than  one  street,  the  height  shall  be  measured  from  the  average  grade  at  the 
center  line  of  each  street  front.  Not  included  are  spires,  cupolas,  antennae,  or  similar  parts  of 
structures  that  do  not  enclose  potentially  habitable  floor  space. 

And  inserting  the  following  in  its  place: 

Building  Height:  The  vertical  distance  measured  from  the  mean  finished  grade  of  all  sides  of  the 
building  or  structures  to  the  highest  point  of  the  roof  for  flat  roofs,  to  the  deck  line  for  mansard 
roofs  and  to  the  mean  height  between  eaves  and  ridge  for  gable,  hip  and  gambrel  roofs.  Not 
included  are  spires,  cupolas,  antennae,  or  similar  parts  of  structures  that  do  not  enclose 
potentially  habitable  floor  space. 


2.  Adding  the  following  new  definition: 

Dwelling  unit:  One  (1)  or  more  living  and  sleeping  rooms  providing  complete  living  facilities  for 
the  use  of  one  (1)  or  more  individuals  constituting  a single  housekeeping  unit,  with  permanent 
provisions  for  living,  sleeping,  eating,  cooking,  and  sanitation. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  30.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
accept  and  approve  the  codification  of  the  bylaws  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  in  the  format 
presented  by  General  Code  Publishers  Corp.,  which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
said  codification  contained  in  a reorganizing,  renumbering  and  recaptioning  of  the  present 
bylaws.  Such  codification  of  the  bylaws,  along  with  certain  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
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Planning  Board  and  Board  of  Selectmen,  shall  be  known  as  the  “Code  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford,” 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  article  would  re-codify  the  present  by-laws  of  the 
Town.  Over  the  years  many  changes  had  been  made  to  the  General  By-Laws  and  they  needed  to 
be  re-codified.  The  Zoning-By-Law  and  Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations  are  just  being 
renumbered  to  coincide  with  the  General  By-laws  numbers.  Nothing  is  changing  in  the  contents 
just  renumbering.  He  asked  for  support  of  the  article.The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  said  he  had  the 
Planning  Board's  written  recommendation.  He  said  that  the  Planning  Board  held  a public 
meeting  on  September  22,  1999  on  the  re-numbering  of  the  Zoning  By-laws.  It  had  been 
advertised  in  the  Chelmsford  Independent  of  September  2 and  9,  1999  The  Board  also  held 
another  public  hearing  on  October  13,  1999  on  the  re-numbering  of  the  Subdivision  Rules  and 
Regulations.  It  had  been  advertised  in  the  Lowell  Sun  of  September  28,  1999  and  October  15, 
1999.  Copies  were  sent  to  all  abutting  towns  and  appropriate  agencies  as  required  by  statute.  The 
Planning  Board  voted  unanimously  (6-0)  to  recommend  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there 
was  any  need  for  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands, 
motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  31.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  following  sections  of  the  bylaws  to  change  references  to  the  “Treasurer”  and 
“Collector”  to  read  “Treasurer-Collector”:  §§  5-3C(2)  and  11-1 1 A;  Form  CCA  in  Chapter  20;  §§ 
35-2A,  35-4,  51-4D(5),  51-5C,  81-2B  and  C,  106-3  and  137-4L. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  John  Coderre  who  is  the  Ass’t  to  the  Town  Manager 
had  been  working  on  this  project.  It  was  his  efforts  that  brought  this  project  to  the  Town 
Meeting  for  a vote.  Therefore  he  was  going  to  turn  the  podium  over  to  John  Coderre  who  would 
address  any  and  all  questions  concerning  this  article  and  the  next  17  articles.  John  Coderre  came 
forward  and  explained  that  General  Code  was  the  Company  chosen  for  re-codifying  the  by-laws. 
When  going  over  the  General  By-Laws  it  was  found  certain  wording  needed  to  be  either  updated 
or  deleted,  in  it’s  entirety.  In  most  cases  where  wording  was  being  deleted  it  was  found  to  be 
addressed  elsewhere.  This  article  and  the  following  are  addressing  all  the  issues  that  are  needed 
to  be  acted  on  in  order  to  complete  the  re-codification  project.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show 
of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  32.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  1,  General  Provisions,  § 1-1,  Violations  and  penalties,  of  the  bylaws  to  read  as 
follows,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  40,  § 21:  “Any  violation  of  these  bylaws  shall  be  punishable  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $300,  or  any  such  other  amount  as  may  be  authorized, 
from  time  to  time,  under  the  General  Laws,” 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  change  would  make  the  by-law  current  with  the  state 
statue.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended 
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the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked 
for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  33.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  5,  Alarm  Systems,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1>  To  revise  the  first  sentence  in  § 5-3 J to  read  as  follows:  “An  alarm  user  whose  permit  has 
been  revoked  is  not  precluded  under  this  chapter  from  applying  for  a new  permit.  The  Chief 
of  Police  will  not  issue  a new  permit  unless  he  or  she  is  satisfied  that  the  user’s  system  has 
been  properly  serviced  and  its  deficiencies  corrected”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  3N,  which  contained  the  same  wording  as  § 5-7C. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  these  are  minor  changes  needed  for  clarification.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  34.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  8,  Alcoholic  Beverages,  of  the  bylaws,  § 8-5,  to  raise  the  fine  from  $50  to  $100. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  article  was  recommended  and  requested  by  the  Chief  of 
Police.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended 
the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked 
for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  35.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  11,  Animals,  Article  I,  and  Dogs,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  delete  the  following  wording  from  § 11-8:  “Any  owner  or  keeper  of  any  dog  who  refuses 
to  turn  over  any  dog  to  the  dog  officer  upon  demand,  said  seeking  out,  catching  or 
confinement  authorized  in  the  paragraph  above,  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100.00).  Each  day  that  said  violation  continues  shall  constitute  a separate  offense”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  23,  Effective  implementation  date  of  this  by-law. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  is  a case  of  the  information  already  being  addressed 
within  the  by-law.  The  second  item  is  to  delete  this  information  because  this  by-law  has  been  in 
effect  for  thirteen  years.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion? 
Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  36.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  20,  Conservation  Commission,  Article  I,  Conservation  Reservations,  § 20- 1J  of 
the  bylaws  to  read  as  follows:  “The  use  of  all  forms  of  motorized  vehicles,  except  those 
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authorized  by  the  Conservation  Commission  or  those  used  by  the  Police  and/or  Fire  Department, 
shall  be  prohibited,” 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  doesn’t  change  anything,  just  for  clarification  purposes. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  37.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  42,  Fire  Prevention,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  add  the  following  wording  to  § 42-3F:  “Street  numbers  may  be  attached  to  a curbside 
delivery  mailbox,  provided  that  the  mailbox  is  located  adjacent  to  the  delivery  driveway  that 
accesses  the  property.  The  numbers  shall  be  three  inches  high  on  both  sides  of  the  mailbox”; 

2.  To  delete  the  following  original  sections:  Section  8,  Operation  of  service  stations,  garages 
used  for  commercial  purposes,  self-service  stations  including  convenience  stores;  Section  9, 
Tanks  and  containers;  and  Section  13,  Transportation  of  flammable  liquids  by  a cargo  tank. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  was  recommended  and  requested  by  the  Fire  Chief  for 
public  safety  reasons.  The  second  item  is  no  longer  needed,  it  is  already  covered  by  State  statue. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  38.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  63,  Hazardous  Materials,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  amend  Article  I,  Control  and  Management,  § 63-2  to  delete  the  definition  of  “by-law”; 

2.  To  amend  Article  II,  Subsurface  Material  Discharge  and  Fuel  Storage,  § 63-9,  to  delete  “or 
subsurface  material”  following  “no  fuels.” 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  is  needed  for  clarification  purposes.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  39.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  81,  Licenses  and  Permits,  of  the  bylaws  by  adding  the  following  wording  to  § 81- 
2C,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  40,  § 57(b):  “or  with  respect  to  any  activity,  event  or  other  matter  which 
is  the  subject  of  such  license  or  permit  and  which  activity,  event  or  matter  is  carried  out  or 
exercised  or  is  to  be  carried  out  or  exercised  on  or  about  real  estate  owned  by  any  party  whose 
name  appears  on  said  list  furnished  to  the  licensing  authority  from  the  Treasurer-Collector”. 


51 


John  Coderre  explained  that  this  would  allow  Boards  not  to  approve  any  permits  or 
licenses,  due  to  owing  back  taxes.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for 
discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  40.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  84,  Littering,  of  the  bylaws  by  deleting  the  following  wording  (now  covered  by 
Chapter  168,  Unsolicited  Written  Material):  “Any  person  causing  to  be  delivered  any  advertising 
or  informational  material  either  singularly  or  collectively  packaged  upon  any  premises  in  the 
town  shall  make  known  his  identity  and  the  location  of  his  usual  place  of  business  or  residence  to 
each  owner  or  occupant  receiving  said  materials.  Any  person  who  does  not  desire  to  receive  said 
materials  may  notify  the  distributor  at  this  address  of  his  desire  not  to  receive  said  materials. 
Whoever,  after  receiving  notification  of  a person’s  desire  not  to  receive  said  material,  delivers  or 
causes  to  be  delivered  any  advertising  or  information  materials  either  singularly  or  collectively 
packaged  upon  that  person’s  premises  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  $50”. 

John  Coderre  explained  this  is  a duplication  in  penalties  and  should  be  eliminated.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  41.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  100,  Noise,  Article  I,  Sound- Amplifying  Equipment,  of  the  bylaws  by  adding  the 
following  section,  or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

§ 100-4.  Violations  and  penalties. 

The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  article  shall  be  a fine  of  $50. 

John  Coderre  said  that  the  Police  Chief  recommended  and  requested  this  article.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  42.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  113,  Peace  and  Good  Order,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  revise  the  penalty  in  § 113-2,  Loitering,  Subsection  C,  to  $50  for  a first  offense  and  $100 
for  subsequent  offenses; 

2.  To  add  a fine  of  $50  to  § 1 1 3-3,  Swimming  and  bathing; 

3.  To  add  a fine  of  $100  to  § 113-4,  Disorderly  conduct; 
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4.  To  add  a fine  of  $50  to  § 1 1 3-5,  Peeping  persons. 


John  Coderre  explained  that  these  items  are  already  covered  in  the  State  statute.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  43.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  129,  School  Buildings  and  Grounds,  by  adding  the  following  section,  or  to  take 
any  action  relative  thereto: 

§ 129-2.  Violations  and  penalties. 

The  penalty  for  any  violation  of  this  chapter  shall  be  a fine  of  $25. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  is  an  existing  by-law  that  needs  to  have  a specific  fine. 
The  Police  Chief  recommended  the  article.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need 
for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  44.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  142,  Streets  and  Sidewalks,  Article  II,  Street  Openings,  as  follows: 

1.  In  § 142-13,  to  add  a minimum  application  fee  of  $25; 

2.  In  § 142-24M(5),  to  change  “Highway  Department”  to  “Department  of  Public  Works.” 

John  Coderre  explained  that  currently  the  DPW  issues  permits  for  this  work  based  on  cost 
per  footage.  This  requires  an  actual  onsite  measurement  by  the  Personnel  of  the  DPW.  It  is 
requested  to  charge  a flat  fee  instead  and  eliminates  the  backup  of  requests  while  waiting  for  the 
for  personnel  to  go  verify  and  measure  the  site.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any 
need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion 
carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  45.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  158,  Trailers  and  Trailer  Camps,  of  the  bylaws  by  changing  “Board  of  Public 
Health”  to  “Board  of  Health”  in  § 158-1. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  is  for  clarification  purposes.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show 
of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  46.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  174,  Vehicles  and  Traffic,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  In  § 174-3,  to  change  “Crystal  Lake”  to  “Freeman  Lake”; 

2.  In  § 174-4,  to  revise  Subsection  B(4)  to  read  as  follows:  “The  record  owner  of  each  building, 
upon  notification  of  the  designation  of  a fire  lane  by  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  shall 
provide  markings  and  signs  that  comply  with  specifications  and  plans  approved  by  the  Fire 
Chief’; 

3.  In  § 174-4,  Subsection  D,  to  change  “punishable  as  provided  in  General  Bylaws  Article  1”  to 
“punishable  by  a fine  of  $25”; 

4.  In  § 174-5,  Subsection  E,  to  change  “Violation  of  this  bylaw”  to  “Violation  of  Subsection 
D”. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  is  for  minor  clarification  purposes.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  47.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  180,  Unregistered  Vehicles,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1 . In  § 1 80-4B,  to  revise  “a  penalty  of  not  more  than  $50”  to  “a  penalty  of  $50”; 

2.  To  delete  original  Section  8,  which  read  “Said  violation  shall  be  punishable  as  provided  in 
Article  1 of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  General  Bylaws”. 

John  Coderre  explained  that  this  makes  the  violation  a flat  fee  of  $50.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by 
way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  48.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  Chapter  187,  Wetlands,  of  the  bylaws  as  follows: 

1.  To  delete  the  following  sentence  from  the  definition  of  “marsh,  freshwater  wetland,  swamp, 
wet  meadow  and  bog”  in  § 187-2A  (this  sentence  duplicates  § 187-2B):  “The  Commission 
may  adopt  additional  definitions  not  inconsistent  with  this  Section  16  of  this  Bylaw”; 

2.  To  delete  the  following  sentence  from  § 187-4D  (this  sentence  duplicates  § 187-23):  “If  any 
provision  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  determined  to  be  invalid,  the  validity  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  bylaw  shall  not  be  affected  thereby”. 
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John  Coderre  explained  that  this  eliminates  duplication  and  clarifies  the  by-law.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote 
by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


Seeing  that  there  was  no  further  business  at  hand,  Selectman  Michael  McCall  moved  that 
the  Town  Meeting  adjourn.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  discussion?  Hearing 
none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The 
meeting  adjourned  at  1 1 :05  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.  Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
WILLIAM  FRANCIS  GALVIN 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

WARRANT  FOR  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 

MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  vote  at: 


Precinct  1. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  2. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  3. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  4. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  5. 

Byam  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  6. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  7. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  8. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  9. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

On  TUESDAY,  THE  7th  DAY  OF  MARCH,  2000  from  7:00  A.M.  until  8:00  P.M.  for  the 
following  purpose: 

To  cast  their  votes  in  the  Presidential  Primary  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  for 
the  following  offices: 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE FOR  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN FIFTH  MIDDLESEX  SENATORIAL  DISTRICT 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN FIFTH  MIDDLESEX  SENATORIAL  DISTRICT 

WARD  OR  TOWN  COMMITTEE CHELMSFORD 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  voting. 


Selectmen  of  Chelmsford 


, 2000. 


Constable 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


February  , 2000 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium,  Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium, 
Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium,  Westlands  Elementary  School  Cafetorium, 
Byam  Elementary  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  Elementary  School  Cafetorium, 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small 
Gymnasium,  and  South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium. 


Signed: 
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LIBERTARIAN  PRIMARY  MARCH  7,2000 


WARRANT  FOR  SPECIAL 
TOWN  MEETING  MARCH  27,  2000 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn 
the  Town  Meeting  Representatives  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center, 
Groton  Road,  North  Chelmsford  on  Monday,  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  evening  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  VIZ: 


Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  debt  in  the  amount  of 
$30,372,270  for  the  purpose  of  reconstructing  and  adding  to  the  Nashoba  Valley 
Technical  High  School  District,  which  was  voted  by  the  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High 
School  District  Committee  at  a meeting  held  on  February  8,  2000. 


; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  operating 
budget  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  as  follows: 

Decrease  Line  Item  # 10,  Cemetery  Personnel  Services,  by  $19,500 

Increase  Line  Item  #11,  Cemetery  Expenses,  by  $19,500 


; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Cemetery  Commission 


Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  following  regulation  adopted  by 
the  Cemetery  Commissioners  pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter  1 14,  Section  23,  by 
adding  the  following  paragraph  under  Section  VII,  Miscellaneous: 

To  preserve  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  Town’s  cemeteries  and  to  promote  the 
availability  of  burial  lots  for  all  residents  of  Chelmsford,  the  Cemetery  Commission 
reserves  the  right  to  establish  reasonable  limits  on  the  quantity  of  graves  or  cemetery  lots 
that  may  be  purchased  by  one  individual  or  family. 

; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Cemetery  Commission 


Article  4.  To  see  of  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Wetlands  Bylaw,  Chapter  187  of 

the  Chelmsford  Code,  by  making  the  following  changes: 

1.  Section  187-2.  Definitions. 

A.  Add  the  following  definition  of  River:  “RIVER  - As  defined  in  G.  L.  c.  131,  s. 
40.” 

B.  Add  the  following  definition  of  Riverfront  Area:  “RIVERFRONT  AREA  - As 
defined  in  G.  L.  c.  131,  s.  40.” 

2.  Section  187-3.  Protection  of  Resource  Areas.  Add  “,  riverfront  area”  after  “...lands 
under  water  bodies...”  The  amended  section  will  read:  “Except  as  permitted  by  the 
Conservation  Commission  or  as  provided  in  this  chapter,  no  person  shall  commence 
to  remove,  fill,  dredge,  build  upon,  degrade,  discharge  into  or  otherwise  alter  the 
following  resource  areas:  any  freshwater  wetlands,  marshes,  wet  meadows,  bogs, 
swamps,  vernal  pools,  banks,  reservoirs,  lakes,  ponds  of  any  size,  rivers,  streams, 
creeks,  beaches,  lands  under  water  bodies,  riverfront  areas  or  lands  within  1 00  feet  of 
the  aforesaid  resource  areas  or  lands  within  the  one-hundred-year  floodplain,  either 
calculated  or  mapped  (collectively  the  areas  subject  to  protection  by  this  chapter). 

Said  resource  areas  shall  be  protected  whether  or  not  they  border  surface  waters.” 

3.  187-4.  Limitations  on  construction. 

A.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  A:  “The  Conservation  Commission 
may,  at  its  discretion,  exempt  a shed,  playhouse,  or  other  structure  from  this 
definition  provided  it  is  built  on  footings  requiring  no  more  than  four  (4)  square 
feet  cumulative  ground  disturbance  and  has  a footprint  no  larger  than  one- 
hundred-forty-four  (144)  square  feet.” 

B.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  A:  “For  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  a 
parking  lot  shall  be  defined  as  a paved  area  containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces. 
The  term  parking  lot  shall  not  be  interpreted  to  include  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  other 
appurtenances.  Any  such  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  appurtenances  shall  be  clearly 
marked  ‘no  parking’.  Parking  areas  which  provide  fewer  than  10  parking  spaces 
shall  not  be  subject  to  Section  187-4.” 

The  amended  section  will  read:  “The  construction  of  any  building,  as  defined 
herein,  on  any  lot  having  an  area  of  40,000  square  feet  or  more  or  any  parking  lot 
containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces  shall  be  prohibited  within  50  feet  of  any 
resource  area.  The  Conservation  Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  exempt  a 
shed,  playhouse,  or  other  structure  from  this  provision  provided  it  is  built  on 
footings  requiring  no  more  than  four  (4)  square  feet  cumulative  ground 
disturbance  and  has  a footprint  no  larger  than  one-hundred-forty-four  (144)  square 
feet.  For  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  a parking  lot  shall  be  defined  as  a paved  area 
containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces.  The  term  parking  lot  shall  not  be 
interpreted  to  include  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  other  appurtenances.  Any  such  drives, 
fire  lanes,  or  appurtenances  shall  be  clearly  marked  ‘no  parking’.  Parking  areas 
which  provide  fewer  than  10  parking  spaces  shall  not  be  subject  to  Section  187-4.” 

C.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  C:  “The  Commission  may,  in  its 
discretion,  issue  a permit  for  a parcel  which  qualifies  as  a grandfathered  lot  under 
G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  6 or  the  Chelmsford  Zoning  By-Law,  Chapter  195,  if  it 
specifically  finds  that  the  interests  of  this  chapter  are  protected.”  The  amended 


section  will  read:  “The  Commission  shall  be  prohibited  from  issuing  a permit  for 
any  parcel  where  at  least  80%  of  the  lot  area  required  by  Chapter  195,  Zoning, 
Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements,  Minimum  Lot  Requirements,  is  not 
contiguous  land  other  than  that  under  any  water  body  or  bog,  swamp,  wet 
meadow,  marsh  or  any  other  wetland  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40.  The 
Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  issue  a permit  for  a parcel  which  qualifies  as  a 
grandfathered  lot  under  G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  6,  if  it  specifically  finds  that  the  interests 
of  this  chapter  are  protected.” 

D.  Insert  a new  subsection  E which  reads: 

“E.  The  Commission  shall  not  allow  the  construction  or  installation  of  any 
impervious  surface  within  25’  of  any  resource  area.  The  Commission  may  waive 
this  requirement  if  it  specifically  finds  that  the  interests  of  this  chapter  are 
protected.” 

4.  Section  1 87-7.  Notice  of  intent. 

A.  Delete  “Notice  of  Intent”  and  “notice”  where  they  appear  in  subsections  A-D  of 
this  section  and  insert  “Application  for  Permit”  in  their  place. 

B.  Delete  subsection  E which  reads: 

“Notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  sent  by  the  applicant  by  certified  mail  to  all 
parties  in  interest.  Parties  in  interest  shall  mean  the  petitioner,  abutters,  owners  of 
land  directly  opposite  on  any  public  or  private  street  or  way  and  abutters  to  abutters 
within  300  feet  of  the  property  line  of  the  petitioner  or  the  boundary  of  the  wetland 
area  under  consideration,  whichever  is  greater,  all  as  they  appear  on  the  most  recent 
applicable  tax  list,  notwithstanding  that  the  land  of  any  such  owner  is  located  in 
another  city  or  town.” 

and  insert  the  following  in  its  place: 

“E.  Any  person  filing  a notice  of  intent  shall  at  the  same  time  give  written  notification 
thereof,  by  delivery  in  hand  or  certified  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  to  all  abutters 
and  abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet  of  the  property  line  of  the  land  where  the 
activity  is  proposed,  at  the  mailing  addresses  shown  on  the  most  recent  applicable  tax 
list  of  the  Assessors,  including  but  not  limited  to  owners  of  land  directly  opposite  said 
proposed  activity  on  any  public  or  private  street  or  way,  and  in  another  municipality 
or  across  a body  of  water.  Said  notification  shall  be  at  the  applicant’s  expense,  and 
shall  state  where  copies  of  the  notice  of  intent  may  be  examined  and  obtained,  and 
where  information  regarding  the  date,  time,  and  place  of  the  public  hearing  may  be 
obtained.  Proof  of  said  notification,  with  a copy  of  the  notice  mailed  or  delivered, 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Conservation  Commission.” 

5.  Section  187-8.  Public  hearing. 

A.  Delete  “Notice  of  Intent”  where  it  appears  in  this  section  and  insert  “Application 
for  Permit”  in  its  place. 

B.  Delete  “the  Board  of  Health,  Board  of  Appeals  and  Planning  Board.”  from  the 
second  sentence. 

The  amended  section  will  read:  “The  Commission  shall  hold  a public  hearing  on  the 
application  within  21  days  of  the  filing  of  the  Application  for  Permit.  Notice  of  the 
date,  time  and  place  of  the  hearing  shall  be  given  by  the  Commission,  at  the  expense 


of  the  applicant,  not  less  than  five  days  prior  to  the  hearing,  by  publication  in  a 
newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  Chelmsford  and  by  mailing  a notice  to  the 
applicant.  Such  hearing  may  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  any  public  hearing 
required  to  be  held  under  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40.  If  the  Commission  determines  that 
additional  data  or  information  is  necessary,  the  hearing  may  be  continued  to  a future 
date.” 

6.  Section  187-10.  Order  of  conditions. 

A.  Delete  “Order  of  Conditions”  where  it  appears  in  this  section  and  insert  “Permit” 
in  its  place. 

B.  Delete  subsection  B which  reads:  “B.  If  the  Commission  determines  that  the  area 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  application  is  not  significant  to  the  interests  protected 
by  this  chapter  or  that  the  proposed  activity  does  not  require  the  imposition  of 
conditions,  it  shall  issue  a permit  without  conditions  within  21  days  of  the  public 
hearing.  The  applicant  and  all  others  who  have  received  notice  of  such  hearing  by 
mail  shall  be  notified  of  such  determination  within  21  days  after  said  hearing.” 

7.  Section  187-15.  Recording.  Delete  “statement  of  compliance”  and  insert  “certificate 
of  compliance” 

; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Conservation  Commission 


Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  2-5  [c] 
lowering  the  attendance  requirement  to  avoid  involuntary  termination  and  delete  the 
second  paragraph  of  Section  2-5  [c]  from  the  Charter  [added  in  1993]  establishing  a right 
of  appeal  when  attendance  requirements  at  Town  Meeting  have  not  been  met. 

The  current  provision  reads  as  follows: 

“Section  2-5  Vacancies... 

...[c]  Forfeiture  of  Office 

If  a person  elected  as  a town  meeting  member  shall  fail  to  take  the  oath  of  office 
within  thirty  days  following  the  election  of  such  person,  or  shall  fail  to  attend  more  than 
one  half  of  the  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  in  a calendar  year,  the  member  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  resigned  and  the  member’s  office  shall  be  declared  vacant.  Any  such 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  as  provided  in  section  2-5  [d]. 

Any  Town  Meeting  member  who  shall  fail  to  attend  more  than  one  half  of  the  sessions  of 
the  Town  Meetings  held  in  a calendar  year,  may  appeal  the  declaration  of  vacancy  by 
requesting  a hearing  on  the  removal.  A request  for  hearing  shall  be  in  writing  and  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  on  or  before  January  15th  of  the  following  calendar  year.  A 
hearing  shall  be  held  before  a committee  consisting  of  the  Town  Clerk,  Town  Moderator 
and  Town  Counsel  to  be  held  no  later  than  January  25th  of  said  year.  Upon  the  showing 
of  good  cause  by  the  member,  the  committee  may  excuse  one  or  more  absences  and  may 
rescind  the  Declaration  of  Vacancy  provided  the  Town  Meeting  member  has  attended  at 


least  one-half  of  the  unexcused  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  during  said  calendar 
year.”[sic] 

The  proposed  provision  would  read  as  follows: 

“Section  2-5  Vacancies... 

...[c]  Forfeiture  of  Office 

If  a person  elected  as  a Town  Meeting  Representative  shall  fail  to  take  the  oath  of 
office  within  thirty  days  following  the  election  of  such  person,  or  shall  fail  to  attend  at 
least  one  half  of  the  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  in  a calendar  year,  the 
Representative  shall  be  deemed  to  have  resigned  and  the  Representative’s  office  shall  be 
declared  vacant.  Any  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  as  provided  in  section  2-5 [d].”, 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Moderator 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195, 
Zoning,  Section  195-3,  formerly  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning  Map,  to  change  from  RA 
Single  Residence  to  P Public,  the  parcel  of  land  off  Penni  Lane  identified  in  the  Assessors 
records  as  Map  42,  Lot  2,  containing  approximately  6 acres  of  land;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this 


r 


th  day  of  2000. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt,  Chairman 


Thomas  E.  Moran 


William  F.  Dalton 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


March  \b , 2000 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
South  Row  School  Cafetorium  , Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School 
Gymnasium,  Westland  School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westland  School 
Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School 
Small  Gymnasium,  South  Row  School  Cafetorium,  and  South  Row  Elementary  School 
Gymnasium. 


Signed: 


A True  Copy  Attest: 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  27,  2000 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  PM  at  the  Senior  Center. 
The  Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were 
127  Town  Meeting  Representatives  present.  The  Moderator  went  over  the  rules  and 
procedures  of  the  meeting. 

Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  Constable's  return  of  the 
warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Stuart  Weisfeldt  moved  that 
the  reading  of  the  entire  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The 
Moderator  requested  that  two  non-residents  of  the  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High 
School  Department  staff  be  allowed  to  address  the  body.  Superintendent  Judith 
Klimkiewicz  and  Business  Manager  Kyle  Keady  The  motion  carried. 

Under  Article  1.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
approve  the  $25,491,326  indebtedness  authorized  by  the  District  School  Committee  of 
the  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  District  on  March  21,  2000  for  the  purpose  of 
reconstructing  and  adding  to  the  district  high  school  including  original  equipment  and 
furnishings  in  connection  therewith. 

The  Town  Manager  gave  a brief  summary  on  the  background  of  the  article.  Two 
years  ago  NVTHS  came  before  the  various  communities  within  the  district  requesting 
capital  expenditures.  The  Town  Managers  and  Selectmen  of  the  communities  asked  the 
School  to  review  and  analyze  their  capital  needs  into  long-term  bases,  which  could  be 
budgeted  over  a term  of  years.  The  result  is  a comprehensive  study  of  their  needs.  If  the 
article  is  approved  it  will  finance  the  improvements  on  a planned  schedule,  as  requested. 
He  then  introduced  Superintendent  Judith  Klimkiewicz  who  would  explain  the  details  of 
the  plan  to  the  Body. 

Superintendent  Klimkiewicz  came  forward  and  made  a presentation  showing  the 
original  project  cost  of  $30,372,270.  There  were  cost  revisions  that  resulted  in  a 16% 
reduction  for  a total  revised  project  cost  of  $25,491,326.  The  project  is  eligible  for  a 
State  grant  reimbursement  of  63%.  Chelmsford’s  share  would  be  23%  or  $3.6  million 
dollars.  There  is  a need  for  additional  classroom  space  in  order  to  meet  the  new  State 
requirements  of  certain  courses  in  order  to  graduate.  These  classrooms  must  be  located 
in  a particular  area  of  the  building  in  order  to  avoid  the  noise  from  the  technical  area  of 
the  school.  Must  meet  the  required  ADA  Acts  regulations.  There  is  a need  for  a 
Media/Theater  arts  wing,  which  would  include  an  auditorium.  The  square  footage  was 
reduced  in  this  particular  wing  along  with  upgrading  the  existing  building  when  the 
revisions  were  made.  Kyle  Keady  Business  Manager  at  NVTHS  explained  the  financial 
and  tax  impact  of  the  project.  Chelmsford’s  percentage  is  based  on  the  number  of 
students  enrolled  from  the  Town.  The  cost  would  be  spread  out  over  twenty- five  years. 
The  first  ten  years  would  be  the  most  expensive  then  each  year  after  a reduction  would  be 
seen.  All  seven  communities  had  to  vote  approve  the  project  by  May  20th.  If  no  vote 
was  taken  it  was  assumed  that  the  Community  is  in  favor  of  the  project,  however,  if  any 
one  didn’t  vote  in  favor  then  the  project  would  not  go  forward.  The  Superintendent  then 
listed  all  the  projects  and  on  going  projects  that  the  student  body  of  NVTHS  have 
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completed  over  the  years  that  benefit  Chelmsford.  Questions  were  asked  about  the 
State’s  contribution  being  lower  then  other  surrounding  projects.  The  Superintendent 
explained  that  because  some  areas  like  the  City  of  Lowell  have  a bigger  minority 
population  and  more  money  is  available  for  programs  etc. 

The  Moderator  asked  for  the  Finance  Committee’s  recommendation.  The  Finance 
Committee  was  against  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  supported  the  article.  A 
number  of  Representatives  spoke  for  and  against  the  article.  Some  questioned  the  need 
for  an  auditorium.  There  are  only  109  students  from  Chelmsford  that  go  to  NVTHS  the 
money  should  be  used  for  the  Chelmsford  Schools  that  would  benefit  many  more 
students.  Other’s  felt  that  technology  is  constantly  changing  and  that  the  students  should 
have  the  most  up  to  date  information  and  machinery  available.  This  to  is  a Chelmsford 
School  and  the  improvements  should  be  made  to  it.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that 
the  Town  could  afford  this  project.  The  School  has  always  been  maintained  and  repaired 
within  the  yearly  budget.  He  has  worked  it  into  his  budget  already  and  the  need  can  be 
meet.  This  is  the  first  time  that  NVTHS  has  come  before  the  Town  since  it  was  built  in 
the  late  60 ’s  looking  for  support  and  he  asked  that  the  Body  approve  the  article.  Howard 
Goldstein  the  Architect  of  the  project  explained  that  even  without  the  requested 
classrooms  and  auditorium  the  school  needs  about  $19.  million  dollars  in  improvements. 
Richard  Johnson  asked  what  the  recommendation  of  the  Chelmsford  NVTHS 
Representatives  was?  Samuel  Poulten,  Sharon  Shannon,  and  Peter  Bagni  all  unanimously 
recommended  the  project,  and  asked  for  support.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried. 

Under  Article  2.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  operating  budget  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  as  follows: 

Decrease  Line  Item  # 10,  Cemetery  Personnel  Services,  by  $19,500 
Increase  Line  Item  #11,  Cemetery  Expenses,  by  $19,500 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  an  employee  had  been  injured  on  the  job. 
Contract  help  has  been  used  to  fill  the  position.  The  money  to  pay  the  contract  help  was 
paid  from  expenses,  this  article  will  allow  the  money  spent  to  be  transferred  from  the 
personnel  services  back  to  the  expense  line  item.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for 
a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  3.  Cemetery  Superintendent  John  Sousa  moved  that  the  Town  vote 
to  approve  the  following  regulation  adopted  by  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  pursuant  to 
General  Laws  Chapter  1 14,  Section  23,  by  adding  the  following  paragraph  under  Section 
VII,  Miscellaneous: 

To  preserve  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  Town’s  cemeteries  and  to  promote  the 
availability  of  burial  lots  for  all  residents  of  Chelmsford,  the  Cemetery  Commission 
reserves  the  right  to  establish  reasonable  limits  on  the  quantity  of  graves  or  cemetery  lots 
that  may  be  purchased  by  one  individual  or  family. 
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John  Sousa,  Cemetery  Superintendent  explained  that  there  has  been  a large 
increase  in  the  purchasing  of  cemetery  lots.  The  Town  has  enough  land  available  for  the 
next  eighty  years;  however,  the  Town  should  be  conservative  and  use  the  land  wisely  for 
future  use.  Some  families  purchase  land  just  to  have  space  around  the  lot  and  not  for  the 
use  of  actual  burial.  If  this  article  passes  it  would  allow  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  to 
review  any  requests  for  an  unusual  amount  of  lots  purchased  at  one  time  by  an  individual 
or  family.  John  Coppinger  wanted  to  know  what  the  actual  limited  number  would  be? 
John  Sousa  explained  that  there  would  not  be  an  actual  limit.  Many  families  have 
different  circumstances.  One  number  may  not  be  the  best  for  all  involved.  This  would 
allow  a limitation  to  be  determine  if  need  be.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  waive  the  reading  of  Article  4.  The  Moderator  asked 
for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  4.  David  McLachlan  Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Commission 
explained  that  the  some  areas  would  be  updated  to  reflect  the  present  state  laws  and 
strengthen  the  definitions  already  in  place.  It  would  include  the  Town’s  past  practice  of 
exempting  small  structures  from  being  built  within  fifty  feet  of  wetlands,  such  as  tool 
sheds  or  playhouses  provided  that  certain  requirements  are  meet.  It  still  would  not  allow 
parking  lots  to  be  constructed  within  fifty  feet  of  wetlands,  but  driveways  could  be 
allowed  as  long  as  they  are  at  least  twenty-five  feet  from  wetlands,  but  not  parking  lots. 

It  also  would  allow  buildings  on  lots  less  that  40,000  square  feet  if  it  doesn’t  effect  the 
wetlands.  This  would  also  make  minor  corrections  and  adopt  the  States  procedures  for 
notifying  abutters.  A discussion  took  place  concerning  the  exemption  of  small  structures 
being  built.  Who  monitor’s  the  contents  of  these  buildings?  Oil  or  gasoline  could  be 
stored  there  and  leakage  could  occur.  David  McLachlan  explained  that  this  concern 
would  be  expressed  at  the  time  of  the  exemption  and  it  would  be  the  homeowner’s 
responsibility  to  comply  with  the  concerns.  The  Moderator  makes  a point  of  order. 
Earlier  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  he  was  asked  about  people  wearing  campaign 
buttons  into  the  Town  Meeting.  At  that  time  he  said  the  buttons  where  not  allowed.  He 
now  announced  to  the  Body  that  buttons  are  not  allowed  to  be  worn  within  the  room,  and 
asked  for  the  removal  of  any  buttons.  He  then  asked  for  various  recommendations.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  article,  motion  carried.  The 
article  reads  as  follows: 

David  McLachlan  Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Commission  moved  that  the 
Town  vote  to  amend  the  Wetlands  Bylaw,  Chapter  187  of  the  Chelmsford  Code,  by 
making  the  following  changes: 

1.  Section  187-2  Definitions. 

Add  the  following  definition  of  River:  “RIVER  - As  defined  in  G.L.  c.  131,  s.  40. 

2.  Section  187-4.  Limitations  on  construction. 

A.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  A: 
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“The  Conservation  Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  exempt  a shed,  playhouse,  or 
other  structure  from  this  definition  provided  it  is  built  on  footings  requiring  no  more  than 
four  (4)  square  feet  cumulative  ground  disturbance  and  has  a footprint  no  larger  than 
one-hundred-forty-four  (144)  square  feet.” 

B.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  A:  “For  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  a 
parking  lot  shall  be  defined  as  a paved  area  containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces. 
The  term  parking  lot  shall  not  be  interpreted  to  include  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  other 
appurtenances.  Any  such  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  appurtenances  shall  be  clearly 
marked  ‘no  parking’.  Parking  areas  which  provide  fewer  than  10  parking  spaces 
shall  not  be  subject  to  Section  187-4.” 

The  amended  section  will  read:  “The  construction  of  any  building,  as  defined 
herein,  on  any  lot  having  an  area  of  40,000  square  feet  or  more  or  any  parking  lot 
containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces  shall  be  prohibited  within  50  feet  of  any 
resource  area.  The  Conservation  Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  exempt  a 
shed,  playhouse,  or  other  structure  from  this  definition  provided  it  is  built  on 
footings  requiring  no  more  than  four  (4)  square  feet  cumulative  ground 
disturbance  and  has  a footprint  no  larger  than  one-hundred-forty- four  (144)  square 
feet.  For  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  a parking  lot  shall  be  defined  as  a paved  area 
containing  10  or  more  parking  spaces.  The  term  parking  lot  shall  not  be 
interpreted  to  include  drives,  fire  lanes,  or  other  appurtenances.  Any  such  drives, 
fire  lanes,  or  appurtenances  shall  be  clearly  marked  ‘no  parking’.  Parking  areas 
which  provide  fewer  than  10  parking  spaces  shall  not  be  subject  to  Section  187- 
4.” 

C.  Insert  the  following  at  the  end  of  subsection  C: 

“The  Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  issue  a permit  for  a parcel  which 
qualifies  as  a grandfathered  lot  under  G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  6,  if  it  specifically  finds  that 
the  interests  of  this  chapter  are  protected.”  The  amended  section  will  read:  “The 
Commission  shall  be  prohibited  from  issuing  a permit  for  any  parcel  where  at 
least  80%  of  the  lot  area  required  by  Chapter  195,  Zoning,  Table  of  Dimensional 
Requirements,  Minimum  Lot  Requirements,  is  not  contiguous  land  other  than  that 
under  any  water  body  or  bog,  swamp,  wet  meadow,  marsh  or  any  other  wetland  as 
defined  in  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40.  The  Commission  may,  at  its  discretion,  issue  a 
permit  for  a parcel  which  qualifies  as  a grandfathered  lot  under  G.  L.  c.  40A,  s.  6, 
if  it  specifically  finds  that  the  interests  of  this  chapter  are  protected.” 

D.  Insert  a new  subsection  E which  reads: 

“E.  The  Commission  shall  not  allow  any  impervious  surface  within  25’  of  any 
resource  area.  The  Commission  may  waive  this  requirement  if  it  specifically  finds 
that  the  interests  of  this  chapter  are  protected.” 

3.  Section  1 87-7.  Notice  of  intent. 

A.  Delete  “Notice  of  Intent”  and  “notice”  where  they  appear  in  subsections  A-D  of 
this  section  and  insert  “Application  for  Permit”  in  their  place. 

B.  Delete  subsection  E which  reads: 

“Notice  of  the  public  hearing  shall  be  sent  by  the  applicant  by  certified  mail  to  all 
parties  in  interest.  Parties  in  interest  shall  mean  the  petitioner,  abutters,  owners  of 
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land  directly  opposite  on  any  public  or  private  street  or  way  and  abutters  to 
abutters  within  300  feet  of  the  property  line  of  the  petitioner  or  the  boundary  of 
the  wetland  area  under  consideration,  whichever  is  greater,  all  as  they  appear  on 
the  most  recent  applicable  tax  list,  notwithstanding  that  the  land  of  any  such 
owner  is  located  in  another  city  or  town.” 

and  insert  the  following  in  its  place: 

“E.  Any  person  filing  a notice  of  intent  shall  at  the  same  time  give  written  notification 
thereof,  by  delivery  in  hand  or  certified  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  to  all  abutters  and 
abutters  to  abutters  within  300  feet  of  the  property  line  of  the  land  where  the  activity  is 
proposed,  at  the  mailing  addresses  shown  on  the  most  recent  applicable  tax  list  of  the 
Assessors,  including  but  not  limited  to  owners  of  land  directly  opposite  said  proposed 
activity  on  any  public  or  private  street  or  way,  and  in  another  municipality  or  across  a 
body  of  water.  Said  notification  shall  be  at  the  applicant’s  expense,  and  shall  state  where 
copies  of  the  notice  of  intent  may  be  examined  and  obtained,  and  where  information 
regarding  the  date,  time,  and  place  of  the  public  hearing  may  be  obtained,  and  shall 
include  all  available  information  regarding  the  date,  time,  and  place  of  the  public  hearing. 
Proof  of  said  notification,  with  a copy  of  the  notice  mailed  or  delivered,  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Conservation  Commission.” 

4.  Section  187-8.  Public  hearing. 

A.  Delete  “Notice  of  Intent”  where  it  appears  in  this  section  and  insert  “Application 
for  Permit”  in  its  place. 

B.  Delete  “the  Board  of  Health,  Board  of  Appeals  and  Planning  Board.”  from  the 
second  sentence. 

The  amended  section  will  read:  “The  Commission  shall  hold  a public  hearing  on  the 
application  within  21  days  of  the  filing  of  the  Application  for  Permit.  Notice  of  the 
date,  time  and  place  of  the  hearing  shall  be  given  by  the  Commission,  at  the  expense 
of  the  applicant,  not  less  than  five  days  prior  to  the  hearing,  by  publication  in  a 
newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  Chelmsford  and  by  mailing  a notice  to  the 
applicant.  Such  hearing  may  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place,  as  any  public  hearing 
required  to  be  held  under  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40.  If  the  Commission  determines  that 
additional  data  or  information  is  necessary,  the  hearing  may  be  continued  to  a future 
date.” 

5.  Section  187-10.  Order  of  conditions. 

A.  Delete  “Order  of  Conditions”  where  it  appears  in  this  section  and  insert  “Permit’ ’ 
in  its  place. 

B.  Delete  subsection  B which  reads:  “B.  If  the  Commission  determines  that  the  area 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  application  is  not  significant  to  the  interests  protected 
by  this  chapter  or  that  the  proposed  activity  does  not  require  the  imposition  of 
conditions,  it  shall  issue  a permit  without  conditions  within  21  days  of  the  public 
hearing.  The  applicant  and  all  others  who  have  received  notice  of  such  hearing  by 
mail  shall  be  notified  of  such  determination  within  21  days  after  said  hearing.” 

6.  Section  187-15.  Recording.  Delete  “statement  of  compliance”  and  insert  “certificate 
of  compliance” 
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The  Moderator  made  a point  of  order.  He  was  the  sponsor  of  the  next  article. 
At  this  time  the  Town  Clerk  Mary  St. Hilaire  would  preside  over  the  meeting  as  Acting 
Moderator,  in  order  for  him  to  be  able  to  present  the  article  and  answer  any  and  all 
questions.  He  read  the  article  to  the  Body  before  he  stepped  down  as  Moderator. 

Under  Article  5.  Dennis  McHugh  Town  Moderator  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  2-5  [c]  lowering  the  attendance  requirement  to  avoid 
involuntary  termination  and  delete  the  second  paragraph  of  Section  2-5 [c]  from  the 
Charter  [added  in  1993]  establishing  a right  of  appeal  when  attendance  requirements  at 
Town  Meeting  have  not  been  met. 

Delete  the  current  provision,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“Section  2-5  Vacancies... 

...[c]  Forfeiture  of  Office 

If  a person  elected  as  a town  meeting  member  shall  fail  to  take  the  oath  of  office 
within  thirty  days  following  the  election  of  such  person,  or  shall  fail  to  attend  more  than 
one  half  of  the  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  in  a calendar  year,  the  member  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  resigned  and  the  member’s  office  shall  be  declared  vacant.  Any  such 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  as  provided  in  section  2-5 [d]. 

Any  Town  Meeting  member,  who  shall  fail  to  attend  more  than  one  half  of  the  sessions 
of  the  Town  Meetings  held  in  a calendar  year,  may  appeal  the  declaration  of  vacancy  by 
requesting  a hearing  on  the  removal.  A request  for  hearing  shall  be  in  writing  and  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  on  or  before  January  15  of  the  following  calendar  year.  A 
hearing  shall  be  held  before  a committee  consisting  of  the  Town  Clerk,  Town  Moderator 
and  Town  Counsel  to  be  held  no  later  than  January  25  of  said  year.  Upon  the  showing 
of  good  cause  by  the  member,  the  committee  may  excuse  one  or  more  absences  and  may 
rescind  the  Declaration  of  Vacancy  provided  the  Town  Meeting  member  has  attended  at 
least  one-half  of  the  unexcused  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  during  said  calendar 
year.”[Sic] 

Insert  the  new  provision,  which  will  read  as  follows: 

“Section  2-5  Vacancies... 

...[c]  Forfeiture  of  Office 

If  a person  elected  as  a Town  Meeting  Representative  shall  fail  to  take  the  oath  of 
office  within  thirty  days  following  the  election  of  such  person,  or  shall  fail  to  attend  at 
least  one  half  of  the  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  held  in  a calendar  year,  the 
Representative  shall  be  deemed  to  have  resigned  and  the  Representative’s  office  shall  be 
declared  vacant.  Any  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  as  provided  in  section  2-5  [d] .” 

The  Moderator  Dennis  McHugh  explained  the  purpose  of  the  hearing  process.  It 
was  the  intent  of  the  Charter  Commission  to  make  Town  Meeting  Members  accountable 
for  their  attendance.  Originally  there  was  no  excuse  process.  It  came  about  after  a 
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member  had  missed  Town  Meeting  due  to  illness.  The  amendment  was  voted.  Presently, 
a Town  Meeting  Member  is  notified  that  they  are  being  dismissed  if  they’ve  failed  to 
attend  more  than  half  the  meetings  held  in  the  calendar  year.  If  they  want  to  appeal,  the 
member  must  notify  the  Committee  in  writing,  stating  the  reason  or  reasons  for  missing 
the  meeting  or  meetings.  A hearing  is  held  and  the  Committee  is  allowed  to  excuse  the 
member.  It  has  been  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  that  due  to  the  number  of  meetings 
held  in  the  year  are  becoming  less  and  less  this  process  should  be  revisited.  This  past  year 
there  were  only  three  meetings  and  a member  had  to  attend  at  least  two  out  of  the  three 
before  the  member’s  excuse  could  be  addressed.  If  the  wording  “more  than  half’  is 
changed  to  at  least  half  the  meetings  then  in  most  cases  there  would  be  no  need  for  any 
hearing  process.  If  a member  is  removed  in  January,  then  he  or  she  can  pull  papers  and 
run  for  the  unexpired  term  in  April.  There  would  be  no  need  for  the  Committee  to  judge  a 
member’s  excuse.  They  may  be  accused  of  being  bias,  and  this  would  eliminate  that  all 
together.  The  Acting  Moderator  asked  for  the  Finance  Committee’s  recommendation. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  Christopher  Garrahan  spoke  against  the  article.  Roger  Sumner 
spoke  against  the  article.  John  Emerson  questioned  if  this  could  be  done  constitutionally. 
Joel  Bard  Town  Counsel  said  that  it  is  already  in  the  Charter  originally,  this  would  just  be 
addressing  the  attendance  issue.  It  was  questioned  if  a Special  Town  Meeting  is  held 
within  the  Annual  Meeting  does  this  count  for  two  meetings?  The  Acting  Moderator  said 
no  it  only  counts  as  one  meeting.  Why  is  this?  It  was  explained  that  the  Representatives 
check  in  only  once.  The  Acting  Moderator  then  asked  if  there  was  a need  to  hear  further 
debate,  hearing  none  she  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  The  Acting 
Moderator  declared  the  motion  carried,  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  rule.  Dennis  McHugh 
returned  to  the  Chair  and  proceeded  to  move  on  to  Article  6.  Roger  Sumner  made  a point 
of  order  and  questioned  the  vote.  The  Moderator  explained  that  the  Moderator  is  allowed 
to  recognize  that  a 2/3’s  vote  has  taken  place  without  taking  an  actual  hand  count.  If 
seven  people  question  the  vote  then  the  hand  count  will  be  taken.  Other  Town  Meeting 
Representatives  questioned  the  count.  The  following  tellers  came  forward  and  a hand 
count  was  taken: 

Dorothy  Frawley,  Lucy  Simonian,  Patricia  Plank,  John  Maleski.  The  result  of  the  hand 
count  was  89  Yes  37  No  2/3’s  is  84,  the  motion  carried. 

Under  Article  6.  Susan  Carter  of  the  Planning  Board  moved  that  the  Town  vote 
to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195,  Zoning,  Section  195-3,  formerly  Section 
2111,  Official  Zoning  Map,  to  change  from  RA  Single  Residence  to  P Public,  the  parcel 
of  land  off  Penni  Lane  identified  in  the  Assessors  records  as  Map  42,  Lot  2,  containing 
approximately  6 acres  of  land. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  purpose  of  this  article  was  a proposal  to  re- 
zone a parcel  of  land  that  contained  six  acres  located  off  Penni  Lane,  presently  used  by 
the  Boy  Scouts.  Currently  there  is  a lawsuit  that  the  Town  and  the  Boy  Scouts  are 
working  through  the  courts,  regarding  the  ownership  and  right  of  the  Boy  Scouts  to  sell 
the  property.  This  particular  article  is  separate  from  the  Court  case.  The  intent  of  the 
article  is  simple.  This  parcel  has  been  used  for  possibly  fifty  plus  years  as  open  space. 
This  property  abuts  another  piece  of  public  zoned  land.  It  is  the  Board’s  intention  to 
maintain  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  the  public  zone  according  to  the  by-law  and  not  be 
developed  for  residential.  This  is  a use  question  really  separate  from  the  Court  case 
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pending.  It's  the  Board's  intent  to  preserve  the  property,  keep  it  as  public  land  and  not 
develop  it,  regardless  of  the  pending  lawsuit.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  Susan  Carter  read  the 
Planning  Board’s  recommendation:  The  Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held 
a public  hearing  on  March  22,  2000  on  the  above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a 
legal  notice  in  the  Chelmsford  Independent  on  March  2,  2000  and  March  9,  2000,  a 
minimum  of  14  days  before  the  hearing.  A copy  of  the  ad  was  sent  to  all  abutting  towns 
and  the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter 
40A,  Section  5.  At  the  meeting  on  March  22,  2000,  The  proponents,  residents  and  the 
Planning  Board  discussed  the  merits  of  this  Zoning  By-law  change.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Planning  Board  that  changing  the  zoning  from  RA  - Single  Residence  to  P - Public 
would  be  in  keeping  with  the  intent  of  the  Master  Plan,  would  promote  Open  Space  and 
would  maintain  this  land  in  the  general  manner  in  which  it  has  been  used  for  at  least  the 
past  50  years.  The  Planning  Board  voted  unanimously  (5-0)  to  recommend  this  article. 

The  Moderator  asked  that  Attorney  John  Skelton  who  is  representing  the  Boy 
Scouts  be  allowed  to  address  the  Body,  motion  carried.  John  Coppinger  asked  when  did 
this  go  to  Court.  The  Town  Manager  said  that  the  Selectmen  made  the  decision  in 
January  after  being  notified  by  the  Boy  Scout  that  they  were  going  to  sell  the  property. 
There  is  a schedule  Court  date  in  August.  Sandra  Martinez  questioned  what  could  go  on 
the  property  if  this  article  passed.  Agricultural,  non-profit  educational.  Roger  Sumner 
questioned  why  not  make  it  conservation  land,  then  it  would  definitely  be  kept 
undeveloped.  The  Town  Manager  looked  into  it,  however,  because  it  abuts  public 
owned  land  controlled  by  the  water  department,  he  felt  it  would  look  like  spot  zoning. 
This  would  merely  be  an  extension  of  the  public  zone.  Susan  Gates  asked  Attorney 
Skelton  if  there  was  public  land  that  abuts  this  property?  He  says  that  there  wasn’t  any. 
The  Town  Manager  said  that  there  was  a dispute  with  the  tax  maps  and  there  was  public 
land.  Attorney  Skelton  asked  to  address  the  Body.  He  explained  that  he  was  with  the 
Boston  Law  firm  of  Bingham  Dana.  His  firm  was  representing  on  a pro  bono  basis,  the 
Yankee  Clipper  Counsel  who  was  the  successor  of  the  merging  of  the  formerly  known  as 
the  Greater  Lowell  Council.  There  is  a history.  This  property  has  come  before  Town 
Meeting  twice  already.  Presently  there  is  a legal  dispute  over  certain  languages.  The 
Boy  Scouts  enter  into  a purchase  and  sale  with  the  Key  Foundation.  This  is  a charitable 
organization  whose  purpose  was  to  provide  financial  and  other  support  for  scouting 
programs.  He  notified  Town  Counsel,  Kopleman  and  Paige  and  worked  out  a schedule 
knowing  that  the  Town  wanted  to  challenge  the  purchase  and  sale.  In  January  of  2000, 
the  Town  did  sue  pertaining  to  the  issue  of  deed  restrictions  and  language  in  the  deed, 
whether  it  is  enforceable.  The  Town  and  Scouts  gave  extensive  briefings  to  the  land 
court.  Most  recently  the  Attorney  General’s  office  was  being  brought  in  because  of  the 
charitable  trust  question.  A hearing  date  has  been  set  for  August  1st.  This  will  determine 
if  the  Scouts  have  the  right  to  sell  the  property.  The  Boy  Scouts  do  not  believe  this 
article  is  separate  from  the  land  court  case.  It  does  effect  ownership  intent;  it  does  effect 
what  can  be  done  to  the  property.  If  this  is  approved  it  will  mean  that  additional  litigation 
will  take  place  to  determine  this.  He  feels  that  the  proposal  is  spot  zoning.  If  this  was  a 
regulatory  taking  there  is  a process  to  take  land  for  conservation  or  open  space,  if  the 
intent  is  to  regulate  or  restrict  the  land  for  open  space.  The  Boy  Scouts  want  the  Court 
process  to  run  its  course  and  let  the  judicial  system  decide  once  and  for  all  what  the 
language  in  the  deed  really  means  and  whether  or  not  the  Boy  Scouts  have  full  ownership 
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and  can  sell  the  property,  if  they  are  not  the  owner  then  end  of  story.  They  believe  that 
the  zoning  proposal  is  premature  and  asked  Town  Meeting  not  to  approve  it. 

John  Emerson  questioned  the  assessed  value  of  the  property.  Town  Counsel  Joel 
Baird  explained  that  definition  of  spot  zoning.  This  is  a spot  of  land  that  will  be  rezoned. 
It  is  commonly  used  for  preserving  open  space  or  conservation  land.  This  is  for  a public 
purpose  will  not  benefit  an  individual  owner  this  is  for  the  greater  public  benefit.  Barry 
Balan  questioned  what  the  amount  of  the  sale  was.  Attorney  Skelton  explained  that  the 
Key  foundation  would  pay  $1000  at  the  closing  then  $1 1,500  on  a promissory  note.  If 
the  Key  Foundation  generates  in  the  future  any  additional  proceeds  then  those  proceeds 
would  be  applied  to  benefit  Camp  Wataka  in  Northwood  NH.  Glenn  Thoren  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  article.  Felt  that  the  intent  was  to  allow  the  Scouts  to  use  the  land  for 
camping  and  not  building  houses.  John  Wilder  asked  that  the  Body  not  vote  tonight, 
wait  and  se  what  the  court  action  is,  then  vote  to  change.  Fred  Gates  asked  what  the 
extend  of  the  financial  liability  would  be  to  the  Town  if  the  article  passes.  Town  Counsel 
Joel  Baird  explained  that  a lawsuit  could  occur  if  the  court  does  find  that  the  Scouts  own 
the  land.  Brian  Latina  questioned  who  was  on  the  Board  of  the  Key  Foundation. 

Attorney  Skelton  said  that  he  didn’t  have  a listing  but  by  contacting  the  Secretary  of  State 
the  information  could  be  found  in  the  Corporation  division.  Jeff  Stallard  spoke  in  favor 
of  going  ahead  with  the  re-zoning  now  and  deal  with  the  Court  action  at  a later  date  if  it 
is  unfavorable.  Samuel  Poulten  moved  the  question.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  a 
need  to  hear  further  debate?  Hearing  none  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  He  then  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the 
motion,  and  declared  the  motion  carried,  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  rule. 

Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  adjourned  the  meeting.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously.  The  Moderator  asked  the  Town  Representatives  to  clean  up  their  tables, 
and  the  meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  PM. 


Demiis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL 
TOWN  ELECTION  APRIL  4,  2000 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn 
the  legal  voters  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  their  several  polling  places,  VIZ: 


Precinct  1. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  2. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  3. 

Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium 

Precinct  4. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  5. 

Byam  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  6. 

Westlands  School  Cafetorium 

Precinct  7. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  8. 

McCarthy  Middle  School,  Small  Gymnasium 

Precinct  9. 

South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium 

On  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  April,  2000  being  the  first  Tuesday  in  said  month  at  7:00  a.m. 
until  8:00  p.m.  for  the  following  purposes: 

To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following  officers: 

Two  Selectmen  for  three  years; 

One  School  Committee  Member  for  three  years; 

Two  Library  Trustees  for  three  years; 

One  Library  Trustee  for  an  unexpired  one  year  term; 

One  Board  of  Health  Member  for  three  years; 

Three  Planning  Board  Members  for  three  years; 

One  Sewer  Commissioner  for  three  years; 


One  Housing  Authority  Member  for  five  years; 

One  Housing  Authority  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year  term 

One  Cemetery  Commissioner  for  three  years; 

and  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following: 

Fifty-four  Representative  Town  Meeting  Members  for  three  years  in 
Precincts  1 through  9 

2 Representative  Town  Meeting  Members  for  an  unexpired  one  year 
Term  in  Precinct  2 

1 Representative  Town  Meeting  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year 
Term  in  Precinct  4 

1 Representative  Town  Meeting  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year 
Term  in  Precinct  6 

1 Representative  Town  Meeting  Member  for  an  unexpired  two  year 
Term  in  Precinct  7 

1 Representative  Town  Meeting  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year 
Term  in  Precinct  7 

1 Representative  Town  Meeting  Member  for  an  unexpired  one  year 
Term  in  Precinct  9 


; and  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center,  Groton  Road,  North  Chelmsford,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the 
following  articles,  VIZ: 


Article  1.  To  hear  reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  required  to  defray  Town  charges  for  the 
fiscal  period  July  1,  2000  to  June  30,  2001;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Manager 


Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from 
Conservation  fees  under  Wetlands  Special  Reserve  Fund  to  reduce  the  Conservation 
Commission  Budget  Fiscal  Year  2001;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Conservation  Commission 


Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  Sewer 
Betterments,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and  interest  in  the 
Fiscal  Year  2001  Budget;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Sewer  Commission 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Sewer  Rate  Relief  Funds, 
Special  Revenue,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and 
interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2001  Budget  and  a certain  sum  of  money  to  acquire  the 
following  sewer  equipment  otherwise  funded  by  sewer  user  fees: 

Sewer  Vacuum/Flush  Truck  $145,000 

One  Ton  Sewer  ServiceTruck  w/  crane  $ 45,000 

Sewer/Drain  Video  Inspection  Camera  $ 45,000 

; or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Town  Manager 
Sewer  Commission 


Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  a certain 
sum  of  money  to  be  used  to  balance  the  Annual  Operating  Budget  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  2000;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a certain  sum  of  money  to  be  used  as  a Reserve  Fund  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  as  provided  in  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Section  6;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Finance  Committee 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  the 
sale  of  the  Graves  and  Lots  to  the  Cemetery  Improvement  and  Development  Fund;  or  act 
in  relation  thereto. 

Cemetery  Commission 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and 
appropriate  from  available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  to  engage  a private  accounting 
firm  to  prepare  an  audit  of  all  accounts  in  all  departments  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford;  or 
act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a certain  sum  of  money  for  the 
following  capital  projects: 


Function 

Department  /Location 

Project 

Expenditure 

a >> 

Police 

Cruiser  Replacement 

$135,000 

■a  <$! 
P « 

Cu  C/3 

Fire 

Refurbish  Rescue  Truck  1 

$60,000 

Public  Safety  Subtotal 

$195,000 

DPW 

Drainage  Improvements 

$100,000 

.0  * 

Old  Townhall  Air  Conditioning 

$60,000 

Tt 

Six- Wheel  Dump  Truck 

$80,000 

Public  Works  Subtotal 

$240,000 

McCarthy  Middle 

Roof  Replacement  (Phase  lof  4) 

$390,000 

High  School 

Electrical  Upgrade 

$60,000 

Parker  Middle 

Electrical  Upgrade 

$45,000 

Parker 

Fire  Alarm  Upgrade 

$55,000 

e 

Bvam  Elementary 

Fire  Alarm  Upgrade 

$40,000 

#o 

-w 

Harrington  Elementary 

Fire  Alarm  Upgrade 

$40,000 

CS 

South  Row  Elementary 

Fire  Alarm  Upgrade 

$35,000 

■0 

u 

Westlands  Elementary 

Fire  Alarm  Upgrade 

$30,000 

Byam  Elementary 

Heating:  Burner  Replacement 

$20,000 

3 

Harrington  Elementary 

Heating:  Burner  Replacement 

$20,000 

a. 

Westlands  Elementary 

Heating:  Burner  Replacement 

$20,000 

McCarthy  Middle 

Heating:  Boiler  Replacement 

$50,000 

South  Row 

Heating:  Boiler  Replacement 

$75,000 

Technology 

Academic  / Administrative 

Hardware  & Software 

$215,000 

School  Department  Subtotal 

$1,095,000 

ICAPITAL  PROJECTS  TOTAL 

$1,530,000 

and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from 
available  funds,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  stabilization  fund,  and/or  borrow  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  fund  these  obligations;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Town  Manager 

Capital  Planning  Committee 


Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and 
appropriate  from  available  funds,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  stabilization  fund, 
and/or  borrow  $700,000  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  purchase  of  two,  four-unit 
temporary  classrooms  at  the  Parker  and  McCarthy  Middle  Schools  and  the  purchase  of 
the  existing  two-classroom  unit  at  the  South  Row  Elementary  School;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


School  Committee 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  a certain  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  sand  purchase 
approved  by  the  Town  under  Article  4 of  the  1998  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  April 
27,  1998;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  General  Laws 
Chapter  59,  Section  5K  which  authorizes  the  Town  to  establish  a senior  citizen’s  property 
tax  work-off  abatement  program,  to  be  effective  beginning  in  fiscal  year  200 1 and  to 
authorize  the  Council  on  Aging  to  promulgate  rules  and  regulations  to  implement  said 
program  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Town  Manager,  provided  that  the  total  amount  of 
abatements  granted  under  this  program  shall  not  exceed  $20,000  in  any  given  year;  or  act 
in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Council  on  Aging 


Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a certain  sum  of  money  with  which  to  meet  bills  from  previous  years;  or 
act  in  relation  thereto. 


Town  Manager 


Article  15,  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  following  mentioned  streets,  as 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  shown  by  their  reports  duly  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk: 

Bentas  Place 
Ann’s  Way 
Stage  Road 

Providing  all  the  construction  of  the  same  meets  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  and  subject  to  the  withholding  of  any  remaining  bonds  until  such 
requirements  have  been  met;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any 
property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road  improvements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will 


vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  and/or 
borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be 
awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and 
agreements  thereto;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  fund  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  C.  44,  S.  53E  Vi  for  the  Council  on  Aging  for  Fiscal  Year 
2001 . The  receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the  collection  of  fees  from  the 
implementation  of  a Senior  Trip  program.  The  Council  on  Aging  shall  be  authorized  to 
spend  money  from  the  fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation  necessary  for 
implementing  a Senior  Trip  program.  Expenditures  from  the  Senior  Trip  program 
revolving  fund  shall  be  limited  to  a certain  sum  during  Fiscal  Year  2001;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


Town  Manager 
Council  on  Aging 


Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  public  ways  the  layout  of  a portion 
of  Willis  Road  and  Twelfth  Avenue  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk;  and  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  borrow  a sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  making  improvements  to  said  ways;  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will 
vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or 
permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase, 
eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road 
improvements,  and  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  and 
appropriate  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  and/or  borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray 
all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and 
for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all 
necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements  thereto,  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  assess  betterments  pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter  80  on  those 
individuals  who  receive  a benefit  from  said  road  improvements;  or  to  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195, 
Zoning,  Section  195-3,  formerly  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning  Map,  to  change  from  RB 
Single  Residence  to  CD  General  Commercial,  the  contiguous  parcels  known  as  24  and  28 
North  Road,  as  shown  on  the  Zoning  Map. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Petition 


Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Town  Charter  by  adding  the 
following  paragraph  to  subsection  3-5  (a): 

There  may  be  one  associate  member  of  the  planning  board  when  the  board  is  designated  a 
special  permit  granting  authority  under  the  town’s  zoning  by-law.  The  associate  member 
of  the  planning  board  shall  be  elected  at  annual  town  election.  If  the  position  becomes 
vacant  or  is  unfilled  the  position  shall  be  jointly  appointed  by  members  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board.  The  associate  member  of  the  Planning  Board  shall  be 
elected  for  a term  of  two  years. 

;or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Planning  Board 


Article  20.  To  change  the  designation  and  grant  a use  variance  under  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  Zoning  Bylaw,  Section  195-103,  formerly  Section  2111,  as  it  pertains  to  a 
41,171  square  foot,  more  or  less,  portion  of  Parcel  8 on  Assessor’s  Map  103,  10 
Independence  Drive,  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  east  of  Meetinghouse  Road  and  south 
of  Interstate  Route  495,  said  Parcel  8 being  a portion  of  the  land  described  in  a deed 
recorded  with  the  Middlesex  County  North  District  Registry  of  Deeds,  Book  6273,  Page 
72  dated  December  22,  1992,  by  changing  the  designation  of  said  portion  of  Parcel  8 
from  CD  Zoning  District  to  CB  Zoning  District  and  to  allow  a use  variance  to  operate  a 
motor  vehicle  rental  use  within  said  parcel  under  a CB  Zoning  District,  and  the  uses  in 
relationship  thereto. 


Petition 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  March,  2000. 
BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


Stuart  G.  Weisfeldt,  Chairman 

P/Uly  ^ 


- — ^ 


/ 


Philip  M.  Eliopoulos,  Vice  Chairman 

’i/Xidafe,  /Uofk  S i 


lichael  F.  McCall,  Clerk 


William  F.  Dalton 


NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED  DATES 
AND  TIMES  FOR  CONTINUED  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
TOWN  MEETING 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  propose  the  following  dates  and  times  for 
continued  sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  April  24,  2000. 

Thursday,  April  27,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  May  1,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  May  4,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

If  additional  continued  sessions  are  necessary  they  shall  take  place  on  the 
Monday  and  Thursday  of  the  next  consecutive  week  until  the  meetings  are  concluded. 

Pursuant  to  General  By-Laws  Article  II,  Section  4.10  Notice  these  dates  and 
times  are  proposed  and  are  subject  to  change  by  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting 
Representatives. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS.  March  JM  , 2000 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium,  Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium, 
Harrington  Elementary  School  Gymnasium,  Westlands  Elementary  School  Cafetorium, 
Byam  Elementary  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  Elementary  School  Cafetorium, 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small 
Gymnasium,  and  South  Row  Elementary  School  Cafetorium. 


WARRANT  FOR  SPECIAL 
TOWN  MEETING  APRIL  24,  2000 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn 
the  Town  Meeting  Representatives  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center, 
Groton  Road,  North  Chelmsford  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  at  8:30  p.m.  in 
the  evening  then  and  there  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  VIZ: 


ARTICLE  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  the  property  of  Unisphere 
Solutions,  Inc.,  located  at  One  Executive  Park,  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  shown  on 
Assessor’s  Map  54,  Lot  179-1  as  an  Economic  Opportunity  Area,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  23  A of  the  General  Laws  and  further  to  approve  the  Project 
Certification  Application  submitted  by  Unisphere  Solutions,  Inc.  for  the  previously 
described  parcel  and  to  approve  the  Tax  Increment  Financing  (TIF)  Agreement  as 
approved  by  the  Town  Manager,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2000  Operating 
Budget  as  voted  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  26,  1999  as 
amended  by  the  vote  passed  under  Article  8 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on 
October  18  1999,  and  under  Article  2 of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  27, 
2000,  by  making  the  following  changes: 

Increase  Line  Item  # 16,  Undistributed  Expenses,  by  a certain  sum 

And  that  the  Town  transfer  and  appropriate  a certain  sum  from  available  funds  to  defray 
such  changes. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


- 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  6th  day  of  April,  2000. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


William  Dalton 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS.  April  _7 , 2000 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
South  Row  School  Cafetorium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School 
Gymnasium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  School 
Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School 
Small  Gymnasium,South  Row  School  Cafetorium,  and  Town  Office  Building  Lobby. 

Signed: 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
APRIL  24,  2000 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  158  Town 
Meeting  Representatives  present.  The  Moderator  went  over  the  rules  and  procedures  of  the 
meeting.  He  pointed  out  the  fire  exits  located  in  the  room. 

The  Moderator  announced  that  the  following  people  who  had  served  on  various  boards 
had  passed  away  since  the  fall  meeting:  Selectman  Howard  Humphrey,  Library  Trustee  James 
Decker,  and  School  Committee  Member  Myra  Silver.  He  asked  for  a moment  of  silence  in  their 
memory. 

Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  Constable's  return  of  the 
warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the 
reading  of  the  entire  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  1.  Selectman  Philip  M.  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  hear  reports  of 
the  Town  Officers  and  Committees. 

State  Representative  Carol  Cleven  came  forward  and  gave  a report  to  the  Body  on  the 
progress  of  events  and  bills  that  had  taken  place  since  last  year’s  report  and  some  were  just  voted 
on  last  week.  She  reported  on  the  various  funding.  Educational  funds  were  increased  from  last 
year.  The  Lottery  will  be  level  funded.  The  Quinn  bill  will  be  pretty  much  fully  funded.  No 
change  in  the  chapter  70  formula  this  year,  probably  next  year.  Areas  that  are  also  a priority  are 
Dalton  and  North  Rd  traffic  lights,  Chelmsford  Center  lights,  reading  program,  and  Chapter  90. 

Dr  Richard  Moser  said  that  there  was  no  recommendation  at  this  time  regarding  the 
Facilities  and  Building  Needs  Committee.  There  are  several  more  meetings  to  be  held.  It  is  a 
fifteen  member  Board.  The  Board  will  make  recommendations  in  June  to  the  School  Committee 
who  will  deliberate  on  a short  and  long  term  facility  plan  and  will  come  back  to  Town  Meeting 
seeking  approval  for  something  specific.  So  far  the  Committee  has  touched  upon  the  issues  of 
Enrollment  Demography,  Condition  of  Buildings,  Educational  environment  and  came  up  with 
these  points  of  agreement.  The  enrollment  projection  by  2006-07  will  be  an  increase  of  460 
students  then  the  rate  will  stabilization  and  decline.  The  Immigration  issue  will  be  addressed. 
Grades  5-8  are  in  immediate  need  of  added  space.  Temporary  classrooms  should  alleviate  the 
middle  school  needs  through  2005-2006.  A long-range  plan  needs  to  be  developed  for  the  middle 
school  regarding  space  within  the  next  3-4  years.  Added  temporary  classrooms  may  be  needed 
at  the  Elementary  schools  within  the  next  5-6  years.  He  listed  the  related  points  of  growing 
agreement.  Proposals  to  expand  to  full  day  kindergarten  program  will  be  delayed  until  new 
statewide  initiatives  are  in  place.  A centralized  facility  for  pre-school  program  will  meet  program 
needs.  There  is  a need  to  develop  a prioritized  plan  for  extraordinary  maintenance  for  the 
buildings.  The  quality  of  educational  facilities  needs  to  be  in  any  long-range  plan.  The  Building 
Needs  Committee  has  considered  all  the  DRA  Options.  One  fiscally  responsible  plan  will  be 
presented  to  the  School  Committee  for  final  approval  in  the  immediate  future.  The  Town 
Manager  agreed  basically  with  the  report.  A real  agreement  is  that  the  Buildings  do  need  work. 

A million  and  half  dollars  has  been  put  aside  starting  next  year  for  building  maintenance,  over 
and  above  other  school  needs.  There  is  a need  for  additional  space  at  the  middle  school  level.  In 
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the  future  there  still  will  be  a need  for  a major  project,  which  will  have  to  come  before  the  voters 
for  approval.  Whether  it  is  to  address  some  of  the  program  issues,  or  doing  something  with  the 
science  wing  or  auditorium  at  the  High  School,  or  address  the  Middle  School  teaming  space  or 
some  type  of  expansion  at  the  Middles  School.  There  are  an  array  of  issues  that  still  need  to  be 
worked  on  prior  to  making  any  recommendation  to  the  School  Committee. 

David  McLachlan  questioned  if  the  Planning  Board  was  able  to  make  a report  tonight 
regarding  the  required  annual  review  and  evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  and  progress  of  the 
Master  Plan.  The  Town  Manager  said  he  wasn't  aware  of  any  report  at  this  time,  but  would  look 
into  it  and  alert  the  Board  to  present  one  at  the  Fall  meeting. 

The  Moderator  explained  that  seeing  that  there  was  only  ten  minutes  left  before  the 
scheduled  Special  Town  Meeting,  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  Article  2 until  resumption  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Special  Town  Meeting.  The  Finance  Committee  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  were  in  favor  of  the  motion.  The  Moderator  asked  for  vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  3.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  transfer  $7,500 
from  Conservation  fees  under  Wetlands  Special  Reserve  Fund  to  reduce  the  Conservation 
Commission  for  Budget  Fiscal  Year  2001. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  The  money  is  used  to 
offset  the  conservation  budget.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

Under  Article  4.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  transfer 
$1,448,000  from  Sewer  Betterments,  Special  Revenue,  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and 
interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2001  Budget. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  an  ongoing  long-term  policy  to  utilize 
funds  from  the  sewer  project  to  reduce  the  debt  of  the  sewer  project.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  5.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  transfer  from 
Sewer  Rate  Relief  Funds,  Special  Revenue,  $124,746  to  reduce  the  exempt  portion  of  debt  and 
interest  in  the  Fiscal  Year  2001  Budget  and  $232,000  to  acquire  the  following  sewer  equipment 
otherwise  funded  by  sewer  user  fees: 

Sewer  Vacuum/Flush  Truck  $145,000 

One  Ton  Sewer  ServiceTruck  w/  crane  $ 42,000 

Sewer/Drain  Video  Inspection  Camera  $ 45,000 
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The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a portion  of  the  money  from  the  State 
used  to  offset  the  sewer  construction.  Instead  of  using  all  the  money  for  betterments  it  was 
decided  to  use  the  money  to  buy  capital  planning  equipment  rather  then  fund  the  items  with  user 
fees  money.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  6.  The  Town  Manager  moved  to  withdraw  this  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article  reads  as 
follows: 

Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Fund 
$200,000  to  be  used  to  balance  the  Annual  Operating  Budget  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
2000. 


Under  Article  7.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $150,000  to  be  used  as  a Reserve  Fund  at  the  discretion  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
as  provided  in  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Section  6. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  money  managed  by  the  Finance  Committee.  It 
is  to  be  used  for  extreme  causes  or  extraordinary  events.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was 
any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 

hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  8.  Cemetery  Superintendent  John  Sousa  moved  that  the  Town  transfer 
$18,000  from  the  sale  of  the  Graves  and  Lots  to  the  Cemetery  Improvement  and  Development 
Fund. 

Superintendent  John  Sousa  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  This  allows  the 
department  to  develop  the  cemeteries  for  the  future  without  using  capital  funds.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  9.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $19,000  to  engage  a private  accounting  firm  to  prepare  an  audit  of  all  accounts  in  all 
departments  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a required  yearly  article.  The  Town  must  have 
its  books  audited  every  year.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

The  Town  Manager  moved  to  recess  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  until  the  closer  of  the 
scheduled  Special  Town  Meeting.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands, 
motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  meeting  adjourned  at  8:30  PM. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
APRIL  24,  2000 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8:30  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  158  Town 
Meeting  Representatives  present.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  reading  of  the 
Constable's  return  of  the  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Philip 
Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  entire  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously 

Under  Article  1.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  designate  the 
property  located  at  One  Executive  Drive,  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts  and  shown  on  Assessor’s 
Map  54,  Lot  179-1  as  an  Economic  Opportunity  Area,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  23  A 
of  the  General  Laws  and  further,  to  approve  the  Project  Certification  Application  submitted  by 
Unisphere  Solutions,  Inc.  for  said  parcel  and  the  Tax  Increment  Financing  (TIF)  Exemption 
agreement,  as  approved  by  the  Town  Manager,  for  a period  of  twenty  years  with  5%  exemption 
of  increase  in  valuation  for  Year  1 and  a 5%  exemption  of  the  valuation  for  Years  2 through  20 
inclusive.  This  approval  is  for  the  information  contained  in  both  the  EOA  Application  and  the 
Project  Certification  Application  that  confirms:  the  project,  as  proposed,  is  consistent  with  and 
can  reasonably  be  expected  to  benefit  significantly  from  inclusion  in  the  Economic  Opportunity 
Area;  and  the  project  as  described  in  the  Project  Certification  Application,  will  increase 
employment  opportunities  for  residents  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  thereby  reducing  blight, 
economic  depression  and  reliance  on  public  assistance;  and  the  Town  requests  that  the  project  be 
designated  as  a Certified  Project  for  a term  of  twenty  (20)  years. 


The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  Town  has  encountered 
this  type  of  project.  The  State  has  established  35  economic  areas  throughout  the  State. 
Chelmsford  is  not  one  of  the  areas,  however  Lowell  is.  The  Town  was  approached  several 
months  ago  by  Unisphere  and  asked  for  joint  assistance  in  having  this  economic  redevelopment 
target  area  extend  to  this  one  parcel  for  Unisphere.  It  would  make  available  to  Unisphere  a State 
equipment  tax  investment  credit,  which  would  be  issued  from  the  State  and  not  the  Town,  or  the 
City  of  Lowell.  It  is  a growing  company  with  200  to  250  employees.  Unisphere  plans  on 
increasing  their  work  force  with  250  more  employees.  The  Town  would  provide  a 5%  exemption 
on  the  valuation  increase  of  the  property  as  a result  of  the  project,  which  would  be  $42,000.  A 
5%  exemption  would  be  $2,100.  The  Company  agreed  to  give  that  amount  back  to  the  town  in 
the  form  of  a payment  in  lieu  of  taxes.  The  Town  would  lose  $2,100.in  taxes  but  pick  it  up  in 
other  revenue  source.  There  will  be  250  jobs  offered  to  Chelmsford  and  Lowell  residents.  The 
company’s  computers  when  replaced  will  be  donated  evenly  between  the  City  of  Lowell  and  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford.  These  would  more  than  likely  go  to  the  School  Department.  It  must  also  go 
before  the  City  of  Lowell  for  approval,  if  approved  by  Chelmsford.  The  Moderator  asked  for 
questions.  Mark  Connors  questioned  if  this  was  a legal  precedence  being  established.  Town 
Counsel  John  Georgio  explained  that  the  Town  has  the  authority  to  decide  which  projects  to 
provide  this  TIF  agreement  to.  The  Town  is  not  under  any  obligation  to  make  this  action 
available  in  the  future.  Is  this  article  based  on  the  contingency  that  the  program  continues  with 
the  State?  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  Town  would  still  provide  the  tax  exemption, 
however  if  they  ever  didn’t  make  the  payment  in  lieu  of  taxes,  the  exemption  would  go  away. 

The  Town  Manager  asked  that  non-resident  Anthony  Gudas  be  allowed  to  come  forward  and 
address  the  Body.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried. 
Anthony  Gudas  representing  Unisphere  Solutions  came  forward  and  briefly  explained  the 
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project.  It  was  a starter  up  company;  a number  of  the  jobs  will  be  technology  in  nature,  and 
administration.  A number  of  jobs  will  be  in  excess  of  $80,000.  The  Company  will  actively 
recruit  Lowell  and  Chelmsford  residents.  By  entering  into  this  agreement  with  the  Town  it  will 
allow  Unisphere  to  take  advantage  of  the  5%  State  investment  tax  credit.  Which  would  be  5% 
based  on  their  companies  capital  investment  based  of  machinery  and  equipment  made  in  the 
Town.  If  the  Company  spends  50  million  dollars  it  would  be  a 2.5  million-dollar  tax  credit  that 
will  be  utilized  over  the  next  ten  years.  David  McLachlan  questioned  where  this  location  was. 
The  Manager  explained  that  the  main  access  would  be  from  Executive  Dr  from  the  Lowell 
Connector.  David  McLachlan  questioned  if  it  would  be  discriminatory  to  give  an  employment 
preference.  Town  Counsel  said  it  would  not  be  cause  for  action,  only  if  you  were  giving 
preference  to  a protected  class,  which  is,  protect  under  the  Civil  Rights  statue.  Peter  Lawlor 
wanted  to  know  if  the  company  is  sold  would  this  agreement  go  to  the  new  owner?  The  Town 
Manager  said  it  would  not.  It  would  be  limited  only  to  Unisphere  at  this  location.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion.  Dennis  Sheehan  spoke  against 
the  article.  He  felt  that  a preference  was  being  set  regarding  tax  credits  and  loss  revenue.  Traffic 
was  also  a concern.  The  Moderator  asked  for  vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 


Under  Article  2.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  that  the  Town  amend  the 
Fiscal  Year  2000  Operating  Budget  as  voted  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held 
on  April  26,  1999  as  amended  by  the  vote  passed  under  Article  8 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
held  on  October  18  1999,  and  under  Article  2 of  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  27, 
2000,  by  making  the  following  changes: 

Increase  Line  Item  # 16,  Undistributed  Expenses,  $660,233. 

And  that  the  Town  transfer  and  appropriate  $200,356  from  unappropriated  State  Aid  and 
$416,167  from  Overlay  Surplus,  and  reduce  Line  Item  #18,  Debt-Interest  of  the  Fiscal  Year  2000 
Operating  budget  by  $43,710,  to  defray  such  changes. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  the  article.  He  cited  that  undistributed  costs  are  an  area 
where  items  aren’t  split  between  departments,  they  are  lumped  together.  One  major  area  is 
insurance,  such  as  workman  compensation  and  property  and  causality  liability  policy.  It  has 
increased  due  to  the  purchasing  of  a new  policy.  By  taking  advantage  of  a new  product  this 
allowed  the  elimination  of  service  agreements  on  equipment  within  the  Town  Departments. 

There  was  a saving  of  $20,000.  however  the  policy  was  paid  for  out  of  the  insurance  account  and 
the  savings  went  to  the  various  departments.  The  other  area  is  employee  benefits.  Specifically 
the  Medicare  tax.  Municipalities  were  exempt,  but  in  the  mid  1980’s  municipalities  had  to  start 
paying  into  the  program  under  the  social  security  reform  bill  of  1986.  Due  to  new  employees 
coming  on  the  rate  goes  up.  Also,  Medical  Chapter  32B,  which  is  the  Health  Insurance  for  the 
employees,  has  gone  up.  Costs  have  gone  up  and  cited  Harvard  with  a 27%  increase;  while  the 
other  carriers  have  cited  a 12  to  1 8%  increase.  For  a number  of  years  the  employees  and  retirees 
have  been  healthy.  Suddenly  this  year  there  has  been  a dramatic  increase  in  large  claims.  The 
Town  is  self-insured  under  a number  of  plans.  The  Town  buys  reassurance  that  covers  the  Town 
for  anything  over  $75,000  per  person.  The  Town  is  responsible  for  the  first  $75,000.  This  is  an 
area  that  is  a real  problem  for  this  fiscal  year  and  for  the  next  fiscal  year  and  the  foreseeable 
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future.  Presently  the  Manager  is  working  with  the  employees  towards  restructuring  the  health 
insurance  program.  These  issues  may  be  re-addressed  at  the  Fall  Town  Meeting.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  George 
Merrill  made  a point  to  the  Body  that  56%  of  the  undistributed  expenses  Medical  is  attributed  to 
teachers,  therefore  there  is  1.8  5 million  dollars  that  doesn’t  show  in  the  School  Budget.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

The  Moderator  declared  the  Special  Meeting  adjourned  and  moved  to  re-convene  the 
adjourned  annual  town  meeting  at  9:05  PM.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  2.  The  Moderator  read  the  entire  article  citing  the  individual  line  items 
with  a total  figure  of  $69,719,570. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  the  budget.  He  cited  the  changes  and  increases  that  had 
been  made  to  the  Finance  Committee’s  budget  book.  The  figures  read  reflect  the  changes.  He 
also  pointed  out  his  budget  book  and  the  award  that  was  presented  by  the  Government  Finance 
Officers  Association  to  the  Town  of  Chelmsford.  He  credited  the  various  department  heads  and 
his  Assistant  John  Coderre  for  achieving  this  award.  It  meets  all  the  GOA  requirements  and 
goals. 

The  Manager  then  proceeded  to  explain  where  the  money  to  run  the  town  comes  from: 
local  taxes,  local  receipts,  state  aid,  and  available  funds.  He  showed  a listing  to  the  body  that 
reflected  the  revenues  history  from  1997  to  the  proposed  2001  budget.  He  then  explained  where 
the  money  goes.  46.6%  goes  to:  public  safety,  public  works,  community  services,  undistributed, 
debt  and  interest,  warrant  articles,  non-appropriated  expenses,  municipal  administration,  53.4% 
is  spent  on  public  education.  The  amount  spent  on  public  education  does  not  include  the  amount 
of  undistributed  cost  such  as  health  insurance  or  debt  service.  It  is  strictly  the  amount  spent  on 
the  public  schools  plus  Nashoba  and  the  Charter  Schools.  He  then  showed  a breakdown  of  the 
past  expenditures  and  explained  their  increases  from  1997  to  the  FY2001.  There  are  areas  of 
concern.  He  stressed  being  careful.  The  Town  has  made  sizable  commitments  to  facilities,  to 
staffing  and  growth  of  programs  in  the  School  Department  and  we  should  work  to  continue  to 
support  these.  But  we  should  recognize  that  revenues  are  beginning  to  slow  down,  and  there  are 
uncontrollable  costs  in  undistributed  expenses  that  must  be  watched. 

Dr  Richard  Moser  came  forward  and  discussed  the  school  budget.  He  cited  the  figures 
from  a budget  comparison  FY99-00/FY00-01  hand  out.  The  budget  increased  $2,406,025.  or 
6.7%  increase.  State  aide  increased  15.9%  and  was  very  much  appreciated.  The  Town’s  share 
increased  4.8%.  He  went  over  some  highlights  of  a needs  budget,  which  includes  127  more 
students.  The  needs  budget  is  $38,234,025  or  $2,406,025.  greater  than  the  Town  Manager’s 
projected  budget  of  $38,123,850.  He  went  on  to  say  that  the  budget  increase  is  due  to  the 
increase  in  contracted  salary  related  expenses  of  $1,089,704.  in  new  staff,  $574,409.  and 
expenses  $741,921.  He  went  over  the  increases.  Teachers  were  added  for  grades  5/6,  High 
School  Core  teachers,  Alternative  program  at  the  Parker  School  received  additional  teachers  and 
staff.  A Security  guard  for  the  High  School.  Two  positions  were  being  added  to  support  the 
MCAS  tests.  Two  positions  are  being  added  to  the  Technology  program.  He  went  over  the 
requested  increases  in  expenses.  Special  Education  program  and  transportation,  transportation, 
computers,  utilities,  textbooks,  504  disabilities  and  advertising.  He  then  listed  the  areas/positions 
that  the  School  Committee  supported  to  increase.  Musical  instruments  $20,000.  Guidance  and 
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testing,  $4,000.  Curriculum  staff  development,  $14,000.  Athletic  Director,  $14,000.  Custodial 
Supplies  $9,600.  This  reflected  an  increase  of  $1 10,175.  which  if  necessary  would  be  deducted 
from  the  budget  if  not  voted  . The  Moderator  then  read  a motion  presented  by  the  School 
Committee.  Mary  Jo  Griffin  moved  to  amend  line  item  3 Chelmsford  School  Department 
Expense  $38,234,025.  To  allow  town  meeting  representatives  an  opportunity  to  consider  an 
additional  $1 10,175.  without  adversely  affecting  any  town  departments’  budget  voted  by  this 
body. 

David  McLachlan  questioned  why  the  building  maintenance  budget  was  declining,  when 
all  the  other  areas  where  being  level  funded  or  increased.  Robert  Cruickshanck  , Business 
Manager  of  the  School  Department  explained  that  this  had  to  do  with  the  modular  units  at  the 
South  Row  School.  Paul  Gleason  questioned  the  Town  Manager  about  the  Chapter  32B 
Insurance  Costs.  The  Manager  explained  that  the  figure  shown  is  a projection  of  what  the  cost 
could  be.  An  adjustment  will  most  likely  be  addressed  at  the  October  meeting,  once  the 
premium  figures  are  all  in.  Dean  Carmaris  questioned  the  Computer  line,  he  wanted  to  know 
what  the  difference  was  between  computer  expenses  and  the  computer  capital  expenses.  Bemie 
DiNatalie  the  School  Department’s  MIS  Director  explained  that  this  is  money  that  was  cut  in 
previous  years  from  the  elementary  schools  if  restored  it  would  be  used  towards  a computer  lab 
at  the  High  School  and  restore  computers  at  the  elementary  school  level.  Dennis  Sheehan 
questioned  the  electrical  expense.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  Town  now  purchases 
its  electricity  through  Select  Energy  under  the  Deregulation  Act.  It  saves  the  town  money. 

Dennis  Sheehan  questioned  where  the  savings  were  under  the  school  budget.  Robert 
Cruickshank  explained  that  due  to  the  modular  units  being  added  at  the  Parker  and  McCarthy, 
these  units  will  require  heat,  air  conditioning,  and  lights.  $12,000  for  each  location,  about 
$1,200.  a month.  Also  because  the  Center  School  will  be  included  in  the  budget.  Mark 
Connor’s  questioned  the  security  guard  position.  Dr  Moser  explained  that  there  is  already  a male 
security  guard,  this  would  add  a female  guard.  Leonard  Doolan  wanted  to  know  what  long  term 
planning  is  being  done?  Dr  Moser  said  that  the  Facility  Study  Committee  would  come  up  with  a 
plan.  Will  Perry  questioned  the  custodial  positions  under  the  Town  Manager’s  budget.  The 
Town  Manager  explained  that  these  are  not  new  positions,  just  a change  in  title  due  to 
classification.  The  Moderator  asked  for  the  Finance  Committee’s  recommendation.  The  Finance 
Committee  did  not  recommend  the  article  as  amended.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  were  not  in 
favor  of  the  motion  to  amend.  Selectman  Eliopoulos  said  that  the  Town  Manager  wanted  to 
address  the  motion  to  amend.  The  Town  Manager  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to  amend 
with  regret.  Over  the  years  he  has  been  a long  time  advocate  for  increase  spending  to  the  school 
because  of  the  issue  of  improving  the  schools  and  due  to  the  increase  enrollment.  Not  only  from 
a budgetary  view  but  also  from  a capital  improvement  view.  He  supported  Center  School  project 
and  increase  in  technology.  He  gave  a brief  presentation  highlighting  certain  questions.  Is  the 
Town  committed  to  its  schools?  He  listed  the  budget  increases  for  FY92-FY00.  Chelmsford 
Schools  +6 1 % Remainder  of  Town  +44%.  In  eight  years  the  School  Department  has  been 
increased  by  $16  million  dollars.  He  then  cited  various  departmental  increases.  The  Police 
budget  was  $2.6  million  dollars  in  1992;  it’s  now  $4  million.  The  Fire  Department  was  $2.8 
million  dollars;  it’s  now  $3.6  million  dollars.  DPW  was  $3.9  million  dollars;  it’s  projected  for 
2001  to  be  $4.3  million  dollars.  The  Town  has  meet  or  exceeded  the  projection  for  FY00.  He 
gave  an  example.  In  1995  the  projected  enrollment  from  the  School  Department  for  FY00,  was 
6,042  students  with  a cost  of  $33,999,125.  The  current  enrollment  is  5,666  students  and  the 
Town  is  spending  $35,828,000.and  there  are  400  less  students.  In  the  past  money  is  allocated  at 
the  Fall  meeting  towards  the  school  department.  It  has  been  the  Town  Manager’s  policy  to  give 
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100  % of  the  Medicaid  money  to  the  School  Department.  Currently  there  is  legislation  on 
Beacon  Hill  that  would  make  it  mandatory  for  cities  and  towns  to  give  their  school  departments 
50%  of  the  returned  Medicaid  monies.  He  then  listed  the  actual  costs  like  health  insurance  and 
debt  figures  that  are  being  paid  for  under  the  Town’s  budget.  Are  there  any  areas  in  the  school 
budget  where  funds  can  be  found?  The  Manager  said  the  area  of  utility  costs.  It  is  an  area  that 
shows  being  overbudgeted.  The  money  is  not  being  spent  on  utilities,  it  is  being  spent  some 
where  else.  He  listed  the  figures  spent  from  1997  to  1999,  which  shows  an  excess  of  $100,000. 
Gasoline  is  another  area,  and  he  cited  the  figures  again  an  excess  of  $100,000.  overbudgeted. 

The  Town  Manager  didn’t  want  to  imply  that  its  not  needed,  however  this  does  lend  itself  to 
some  difficult  analyst  to  try  and  determine  where  the  money  being  spent.  He  understands  when 
Bob  Cruickshank  says  that  the  money  was  spent  for  Special  Education.  If  that’s  the  case  then  it 
should  be  put  under  Special  Education  and  not  the  utility  line  item.  Bob  Cruischank  responded  to 
the  Manager's  figures.  He  cited  his  budgeted  figures  and  the  savings  for  each  year.  He  said  the 
total  amount  saved  was  $160,000.  His  figures  are  the  ones  reported  to  the  State.  The  Town 
Manager  said  that  the  point  is  $1 10,000  increase  may  not  be  a lot,  however,  it  would  be.  After 
various  line  items  have  been  eliminated  that  can’t  be  moved  around  in  the  Town’s  budget  there 
would  be  $17,900,000.  It  would  be  easier  to  find  it  in  a $38,000,000  budget  where  line  items  can 
be  moved  around.  We  must  look  at  the  Town’s  financial  problems  that  must  be  faced  in  the 
future  do  to  the  undistributed  debt  What  is  the  financial  condition  of  the  Town?  Are  we  spending 
enough?  The  State  says  we  must  spend  $34,584,825.  The  Town  spends  $36,655,679.  or 
$2,070,085  more.  The  Schools  do  have  funding  flexibility.  The  Town  has  historically  supported 
the  schools  with  initial  and  supplementary  budgets.  The  Town  exceeds  state  requirements,  it 
measures  well  with  other  schools.  The  Town  is  facing  financial  uncertainly.  Uncertain  in  the 
area  of  revenues  and  undistributed  cost.  All  departments  must  have  certain  limits  and  make  their 
best  efforts  to  stretch  funding  and  the  schools  are  no  exception.  He  felt  it  was  important  to 
illustrate  the  commitment  that  the  Town  has  made.  It  disturbs  him  to  hear  that  the  Town  is  not 
doing  enough.  The  Town  is  doing  quite  a bit.  He  asked  that  the  Body  defeat  the  motion  to 
amend. 


Robert  Hall  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any 
need  to  hear  further  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a show  of  hands.  He  declared  that  the 
motion  carried  by  recognizing  the  2/3’s  vote  by-law.  He  then  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the 
motion  to  amend  the  article,  motion  defeated.  He  then  asked  for  show  of  hands  on  main  motion 
as  presented,  motion  carried.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$69,719,570  to  defray  Town  charges  for  the  fiscal  period  July  1,  2000  to  June  30,  2001 
according  to  the  following  line  items: 


Municipal  Administration 

Personnel  Services  $1,308,720 

Expenses  $642,734 

Chelmsford  School  Department  $38,123,850 

Nashoba  Technical  High  School  $834,475 

Public  Safety 

Personnel  Services  $7,494,951 


72 


Expenses 


$702,799 


Public  Works 

Personnel  Services 
Expenses 
Offset  Receipts 
TOTAL 

$1,709,737 

$3,778,374 

($1,166,712) 

$4,321,399 

Sewer  Commission  Expenses 

$30,000 

Cemetery 

Personnel  Services 
Expenses 

$219,329 

$35,975 

Community  Services 

Personnel  Services 
Expenses 

$524,821 

$169,350 

Library 

Personnel  Services 
Expenses 

$909,973 

$382,043 

Undistributed 

$6,425,000 

Debt 

Principal 

Interest 

$5,585,351 

$2,008,800 

Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourn  until  7:30  PM,  Thursday 
April  27,  2000,  at  the  Senior  Center  on  Groton  Rd.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The 
Meeting  adjourned  at  1 1 :20  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St. Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 


ADJOURNED  TOWN  MEETING 
APRIL  27,  2000 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  140  Town 
Meeting  Representatives  present. 

The  Moderator  discussed  a point  of  order  raised  by  George  Merrill  concerning  the  Town 
Managers  entitlement  to  debate  or  comment  on  an  issue.  He  felt  that  the  Town  Manager  has  no 
status.  He  is  not  a Town  Meeting  Representative.  He  felt  that  the  same  issue  applied  to  the 
School  Superintendent  as  well.  The  Moderator  said  that  he  and  the  Town  Counsel  both  agree 
that  according  to  the  Charter  under  IV  Town  Manager  Section  4-3  Administrative  Powers  and 
Duties  (e)  and  VI  Financial  Provisions  Section  6-1  Annual  Budget  Policy,  the  Town  Manager  is 
well  within  his  jurisdiction  to  debate  or  make  comments  on  articles. 

Under  Article  10.  Selectman  Philip  M.  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $875,000  for  the  following  capital  projects: 


Function 

Department  /Location 

Project 

Expenditure 

Police 

Cruiser  Replacement 

$135,000 

1 1 

ft-  C/3 

Fire 

Refurbish  Rescue  Truck  1 

$60,000 

Public  Safety  Subtotal 

$195,000 

DPW 

Drainage  Improvements 

$100,000 

a £ 

Old  Townhall  Air  Conditioning 

$60,000 

■9  o 
ft-  ^ 

Six- Wheel  Dump  Truck 

$80,000 

Public  Works  Subtotal 

$240,000 

e 

,v  .5 

McCarthy  Middle 

Roof  Replacement  (Phase  lof4) 

$390,000 

0 & 

1 § 
ft-  -o 

Administrative  Tech. 

Integrated  Financial  System 

$50,000 

H 

School  Department  Subtotal 

$440,000 

CAPITAL  PROJECTS  TOTAL 

$875,000| 

And  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $105,000  from  Free  Cash;  transfer  $5,742  from  unexpended  bond 
proceeds  under  Article  30  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  April  25,  1994;  transfer  $186  from 
unexpended  bond  proceeds  under  Article  6 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  April  28,  1997; 
transfer  $24,072  from  unexpended  bond  proceeds  under  Article  7 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
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of  April  27,  1998;  and  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
to  borrow  $740,000  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Sections  7 and  8 or  any 
other  enabling  authority  to  fund  these  obligations. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  the  need  for  the  various  articles  listed.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  11.  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  Mary-Jo  S Griffin  moved  that  the 
Town  borrow  $660,000  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  purchase  of  two,  four-unit  temporary 
classrooms  at  the  Parker  and  McCarthy  Middle  Schools  and  the  purchase  of  the  existing  two- 
classroom  unit  at  the  South  Row  Elementary  School. 

Dr  Richard  Moser,  School  Superintendent  explained  that  these  temporary  classrooms  are 
necessary  at  these  locations  because  enrollment  has  increased.  There  is  no  space  available  in 
these  buildings  to  provide  additional  teachers  and  classrooms.  He  cited  information  that  was  on 
the  School  Committee's  handout.  The  purchase  of  temporary  classrooms  at  Parker  and 
McCarthy  Middle  Schools  represents  a short-term  solution  to  the  overgrowing  problem.  The 
Building  Needs  Committee  will  recommend  a long-term  solution  for  the  middle  school  facilities 
in  the  immediate  future.  He  went  over  the  figures  presented  regarding  leasing  the  classrooms  Vs 
purchasing.  It  was  in  the  Town's  best  financial  interest  to  purchase,  rather  than  lease.  The  budget 
just  passed  already  reflects  the  required  staff,  supplies,  materials  and  cost  of  utilities.  A number 
of  Representatives  asked  questions  concerning  the  DAR  report,  the  number  of  classrooms  this 
would  make  available,  bonding,  maintenance  cost  and  the  location  of  the  classrooms.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for 
a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  12.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved.that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the  sand  purchase  approved  by  the  Town  under 
Article  4 of  the  1998  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  27,  1998. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  The  Town  agreed  to  make 
payments  each  year  rather  then  pay  the  total  amount  up  front.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  13.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  accept  the 
provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter  59,  Section  5K  which  authorizes  the  Town  to  establish  a 
senior  citizen’s  property  tax  work-off  abatement  program,  to  be  effective  beginning  in  fiscal  year 
2001  and  to  authorize  the  Council  on  Aging  to  promulgate  rules  and  regulations  to  implement 
said  program  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Town  Manager,  provided  that  the  total  amount  of 
abatements  granted  under  this  program  shall  not  exceed  $20,000  in  any  given  year. 
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The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  to  is  a yearly  article.  This  program  was  started 
about  nine  years  ago.  Other  Towns  have  followed  Chelmsford's  example.  Legislation  has  now 
made  this  a law,  which  means  that  once  accepted  it  would  not  come  before  the  Town  Meeting 
Body  again  for  yearly  approval.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

Under  Article  14.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $4,346.  with  which  to  meet  bills  from  previous  years. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  Town's  books  closed  June  30,  1999.  This  amount 
reflects  utility  bills  that  were  all  lumped  together.  They  had  to  be  researched  and  divided  up  to 
the  various  departments  for  payment,  which  wasn't  completed  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for 
a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  15.  Selectman  Philip  M.  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  accept  the 
following  mentioned  streets,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  shown  by  their  reports 
duly  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk: 

Bentas  Place 
Ann’s  Way 
Stage  Road 

Providing  all  the  construction  of  the  same  meets  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  and  subject  to  the  withholding  of  any  remaining  bonds  until  such  requirements  have 
been  met;  and  I move  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all 
temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by 
purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road 
improvements,  and  I move  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $3  to  defray  all  necessary  costs, 
fees  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages 
which  may  be  awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  I move  that  the  Town  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements 
thereto. 


The  Town  Manager  said  that  the  above  roads  have  been  built  accordingly  to  the  Town's 
subdivision  rules  and  regulations  and  now  need  to  be  accepted.  John  Wilder  questioned  Stage 
Rd,  he  thought  it  was  already  accepted.  The  Manager  explained  that  this  was  a portion  of  Old 
Stage  Rd  near  the  end  that  had  been  renamed  Stage  Rd.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended 
the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was 
any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 
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Under  Article  16.  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  moved  move  that  the  Town  authorizes 
a revolving  fund  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  C.  44,  S.  53E  14  for  the  Council  on  Aging 
for  Fiscal  Year  2001.  The  receipts  to  be  credited  to  the  fund  shall  be  from  the  collection  of  fees 
from  the  implementation  of  a Senior  Trip  program.  The  Council  on  Aging  shall  be  authorized  to 
spend  money  from  the  fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation  necessary  for 
implementing  a Senior  Trip  program.  Expenditures  from  the  Senior  Trip  program  revolving 
fund  shall  be  limited  to  $300,000  during  Fiscal  Year  2001. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  third  year  of  establishing  this  revolving 
fund.  In  the  past  it  had  been  managed  by  the  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center,  but  due  to  liability 
issues  the  Town  had  to  take  it  over.  It  requires  approval  each  year.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

Under  Article  17.  Selectman  Philip  M.  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  accept  as  public 
ways  the  layout  of  a portion  of  Willis  Road  and  Twelfth  Avenue  as  shown  on  a plan  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk;  and  to  borrow  $106,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  improvements  to 
said  ways;  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or 
permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple,  with  trees  thereon,  by  purchase,  eminent 
domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traffic  safety  and  road  improvements,  and  to 
use  that  portion  of  appropriated  funds  as  required  to  defray  all  necessary  costs,  fees  and  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying  any  damages  which  may  be 
awarded  as  a result  of  any  such  taking;  and  I move  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  negotiate  and  execute  all  necessary  and  proper  contracts  and  agreements  thereto, 
and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  assess  betterments  pursuant  to  General  Laws  Chapter 
80  on  those  individuals  who  receive  a benefit  from  said  road  improvements. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  currently  a dirt  road  with  a number  of  camps, 
vacant  lots  and  homes  that  goes  around  Freeman  Lake.  There  are  thirty  parcels  of  land  and 
twenty-one  owners.  The  property  owners  to  have  the  road  paved  approached  the  Town.  The 
Town  requires  that  the  road  be  done  according  to  the  standards  of  the  subdivision  rules  and 
regulations.  Normally  a builder  builds  the  road  and  passes  the  costs  onto  the  new  property 
owners,  however  in  this  case  a partnership  was  formed  with  the  property  owners  and  betterment 
will  be  charged.  It  is  estimated  that  the  construction  cost  would  be  $106,000.,  $14,000.  will  be 
used  from  the  Sewer  project.  The  Town's  actual  cost  of  8%  would  be  $ 1 8,000.  which  would 
leave  a balance  of  $73,600.  that  will  be  paid  in  betterments  by  the  property  owners.  The 
Manager  stressed  that  this  project  would  not  only  increase  the  land  value  of  the  property  owners 
it  would  also  be  a benefit  for  the  Town  due  to  lower  road  maintenance  costs.  He  asked  for 
support  from  the  Body.  Bill  Curry  questioned  what  the  correct  name  was.  The  article  said 
Willis  Road  and  the  map  shown  says  Willis  Drive.  Willis  Drive  is  correct.  John  Wilder  was 
concern  that  this  would  set  precedence.  The  process  may  become  a requirement,  should  future 
programs  be  set  up.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  David  McLachlan  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  This  is  the  kind  of 
project  that  appeals  to  a neighborhood.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any 
further  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion 
carried,  unanimously. 
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Under  Article  18.  Selectman  Michael  McCall  moved  that  the  Town  amend  the 
Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195,  Zoning,  Section  195-3,  formerly  Section  2111,  Official  Zoning 
Map,  to  change  from  RB  Single  Residence  to  CD  General  Commercial,  the  contiguous  parcels 
known  as  24  and  28  North  Road,  as  shown  on  the  Zoning  Map,  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  accept  a restrictive  covenant  with  respect  to  the  property. 

The  Moderator  said  that  the  petitioner  had  an  attorney  present  and  asked  permission  to 
allow  Attorney  Howard  Hall  to  address  the  Body.  Motion  carried.  Attorney  Hall  came  forward 
and  gave  a brief  presentation  to  the  Body.  His  client  Dr  Rodger  Currie  is  presently  a 
businessman  and  former  resident  of  the  Town.  He  has  an  office  building  on  North  Rd  a few 
doors  down  from  the  above  article.  He  had  in  the  past  purchased  and  renovated  the  Emerson 
property  which  is  currently  the  site  for  Family  Bank.  The  property  mentioned  in  the  article  is 
located  on  the  "gateway"  into  Chelmsford  Center.  Currently  the  two  buildings  built  in  1870  and 
1930  are  one  single  family  and  one-two  family  homes.  These  would  be  tom  down  and  a 
replaced  with  a residential  style  building.  A classic  Georgian  colonial  in  design  modeled  after 
the  historic  Longfellow  House  in  Cambridge,  Ma  is  proposed.  The  8,000  square  foot  building 
will  be  used  as  an  office  building.  If  this  article  passes  tonight  Dr  Currie  will  sign  a covenant 
with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  stating  that  that  will  be  the  only  use.  There  will  be  no  retail,  no  fast 
food  no  use  car  business.  Adrienne  Jerome  questioned  the  parking  situation.  Attorney  Hall  said 
that  the  parking  would  be  located  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  An  agreement  has  been  made  with 
the  abutters  that  greenery  will  be  planted  in  order  to  avoid  the  lot  being  seen  from  their  property. 

. Steve  Maloney  questioned  what  would  happen  if  the  re-zoning  took  place  but  the  various 
boards  denied  the  building  of  the  building.  He  felt  that  the  proposal  would  be  accepted  will  work 
with  the  Boards  in  order  to  accomplish  the  project.  Mark  Connor  questioned  if  the  Historic 
Commission  had  an  opinion.  Jeffrey  Stallard  said  the  Board  had  none  at  this  point  and  explained 
the  100-year  demolition  requirement.  Kathy  Howe  questioned  that  this  would  be  spot  zoning  if 
approved.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  Christopher  Garrahan  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  said  that  the 
Planning  Board's  recommendation  was  in  favor  of  the  project.  A discussion  took  place.  Sandy 
Donovan  spoke  against  the  article.  She  had  concerns  about  the  lack  of  housing  availability  and 
the  location  of  another  office  building  would  cause  traffic  problems.  George  Merrill  spoke 
against  the  article,  as  well  as  David  McLachlan.  Peggy  Dunn  spoke  against  the  article  and  asked 
that  the  Body  vote  against  the  motion.  Richard  Johnson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  Peter 
Lawlor  spoke  in  favor.  Bill  Spence  spoke  in  favor.  Brian  Latina  spoke  against  the  article. 

Norman  Aubert  had  concerns  with  the  traffic  issue.  Leonard  Richards  spoke  in  favor.  Bernard 
Lynch  spoke  in  favor.  He  explained  that  he  has  discussed  this  project  with  Dr  Currie  and  felt  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  Town.  John  Coppinger  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Moderator  attempted 
a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands  and  he  didn't  want  to  declare  the  2/3's  rule,  he  asked  the  tellers 
to  come  forward  and  conduct  a hand  count:  Lucy  Simonian,  Patricia  Plank,  Gertrude  Mack,  John 
Maleski.  The  result  Yes  1 10  N 26  2/3's  is  91  the  motion  carried. 

Under  Article  19  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  Christopher  Garrahan  moved  that  the 
Town  amend  the  Town  Charter  by  adding  the  following  paragraph  to  subsection  3-5  (a): 

There  may  be  one  associate  member  of  the  planning  board  when  the  board  is  designated  a special 
permit  granting  authority  under  the  town’s  zoning  by-law.  The  associate  member  of  the 
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planning  board  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual  town  election.  If  the  position  becomes  vacant  or  is 
unfilled  the  position  shall  be  jointly  appointed  by  members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Planning  Board.  The  associate  member  of  the  Planning  Board  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  two 
years. 

Christopher  Garrahan  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  explained  the  article  and  said  that 
the  Planning  Board  supported  it.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  any  further 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands.  Motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

Under  Article  20  the  Moderator  explained  that  he  had  no  sign  motion  for  this  article  and 
he  declared  the  motion  withdrawn.  The  article  read  as  follows:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to 
change  the  designation  and  grant  a use  variance  under  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  Zoning  Bylaw, 
Section  195-103,  formerly  Section  21 1 1,  as  it  pertains  to  a 41,171  square  foot,  more  or  less, 
portion  of  Parcel  8 on  Assessor’s  Map  103,  10  Independence  Drive,  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts, 
east  of  Meetinghouse  Road  and  south  of  Interstate  Route  495,  said  Parcel  8 being  a portion  of  the 
land  described  in  a deed  recorded  with  the  Middlesex  County  North  District  Registry  of  Deeds, 
Book  6273,  Page  72  dated  December  22,  1992,  by  changing  the  designation  of  said  portion  of 
Parcel  8 from  CD  Zoning  District  to  CB  Zoning  District  and  to  allow  a use  variance  to  operate  a 
motor  vehicle  rental  use  within  said  parcel  under  a CB  Zoning  District,  and  the  uses  in 
relationship  thereto. 

Seeing  that  there  was  no  further  business  to  address,  the  Moderator  moved  to  adjourn  the 
meeting.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:10  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McHugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
William  Francis  Galvin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

WARRANT  FOR  STATE  PRIMARY 
SS. 


o either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford 

GREETING: 


1 the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said 
>wn  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  vote  at: 


Precinct  1 
Precinct  2 
Precinct  3 
Precinct  4 
Precinct  5 
Precinct  6 
Precinct  7 
Precinct  8 
Precinct  9 


Town  Office  Building  Gym,  50  Billerica  Road 
Harrington  School  Gym,  120  Richardson  Road 
Harrington  School  Gym,  120  Richardson  Road 
Westlands  School  Cafe,  170  Dalton  Road 
Byam  School  Cafe,  25  Maple  Road 
Westlands  School  Cafe,  170  Dalton  Road 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Little  Gym,  250  North  Road 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Little  Gym,  250  North  Road 
Town  Office  Building  Gym,  50  Billerica  Road 


•n  TUESDAY,  THE  NINETEENTH  DAY  OF  SEPTEMBER,  2000,  from  7:00  A M.  to  8:00  P.M.  for 
le  following  purpose: 


o cast  their  votes  in  the  State  Primary  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  for  the  following  offices: 

ENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

EPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 

OUNCILLOR 

ENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

EPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

LERK  OF  COURTS 

EGISTER  OF  DEEDS 

ACANCIES: 

REGISTER  OF  PROBATE MIDDLESEX  DISTRICT 

creof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
oting.  Given  under  our  hands  this 21st  day  of  August (month),  2000. 


FOR  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
FIFTH  DISTRICT 
THIRD  DISTRICT 
FIFTH  MIDDLESEX  DISTRICT 
SIXTEENTH  MIDDLESEX  DISTRICT 
MIDDLESEX  DISTRICT 
MIDDLESEX  NORTHERN  DISTRICT 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


date 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 
Town  Office  Building  Gym,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School 
Gymnasium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  School 
Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School 
Small  Gymnasium,  Town  Office  Building  Gym  , and  Town  Office  Building  Lobby. 


Signed: 


William  E.  Spence, 
Constable 


\ 


William  E.  Spence, 
Constable 


(/)  3. 
O (D 


£■  00  73 
$ 5T  m 

® 3-  2 

owe/) 


m 

73 

O 

n 

73 

7> 

O 

ro 

> 

H 

m 

n 

Q. 

C/> 

X 

O 


CD  -*• 
O O -»•  CD 


ro 

oows 


ro 

O O O)  Nl 


CO 

O O CD  CO 


o ro  o ro 


O CD 


o ro  o ro 


co 

cn  co 
o O)  co  ro 


2 


§ ro  73 
§ a)  m 
® ^ 2 
ET  M “ 

m 

;o 


CD 

CD  CO  -»> 


ro 

O — * CD 


CJl 

ro  o ro 


->i 


cd 

CD  O CD 


ro 

CD  CD  CD 


s 


i;  § 

C/> 


ro  O 
5T  E 
3 m 

tt  73 
W * 

O 

•n 

O 

O 

c 

73 

H 

CD 

s 

Q. 

</> 

X 

g 


ro 

o ro  co 


o co 


Ul  O CD 


-P*. 

CD 


CD 

O — ^ CO 


-P* 

ro 

CD  CD  CD 


n ^ 


> 

5 P 


O ro  73 
dj  Dj  m 
3 3 TJ 

o (/) 


^ 

O ro  CO  CD  CD 


-P^ 

O O 


CO 

O O -P^  CO  -nJ 


-p* 

0 0 4^ 


CO 

ro  o o cd  o 


-p^ 

o ro  o ^ co 


-p»  -*■ 
O O 'si  CO 


CO 

CO  CD 
-P^  "si  00  CD  -Nl 


^ > CD  CD 
§ 3 ST  m 

CL  3 7 

? s *■  > 

3 ^ w * 


03 

73 

o 


CO  -* 
O O CD  CD 


■P* 

o o ro  -si 


co 

OO  N 


CO  ->• 

o ro  cd  co 


o -*•  S CD 


CO 

CD  CD 

O CO  ~sj  — x 


K 


g 03  O 
S CD  O 

? i-  5 

- W Z 

=3  O 


CD 

cd  ro  co 


ro 

~sj 


O ^1 


O O CO 


CD 

O O -P*> 


■P* 

ro  ro 

— *■  CD 


s 


§ ^ 5 

5 to  CD 

<P  o => 


r r w 


CD 

■o 

CD 

ZJ 


ro  co 

CD  ro  'si  CD 


ro  ro 
o co 


O CO  CO  “sj 


ro  ro 
o o CD  o 


ro 

CO  00 


CO 
CD  -P*> 


ro  co 

CD 


CD  CD 
CD  -P* 


2 


C/>  ^ 
° CD 


c_  m 
CD  — 
O BJ 
7s  2. 


3-  m in 
3 • 

73 

O 

O’ 

d‘ 
c n 
o 

3 


CD 

m 

z 

> 

H 

o 

73 

Z 

o 

o 

z 

o 

73 

m 

CD 

CD 


-p^  ro 

O CO  N|  o 


ro 

o ro  co  oo 


ro 

CD  oo 


co  ro 
o -*•  ro  -»■ 


-p*  -»■ 

o ro  cn  -p* 


ro  -* 

— * CD  -P^ 
O CD  CD  O 


CD 

O 

ro 


73 

"i 

CD 

O 

4* 


CD 

O 

CD 


O 

> 


REPUBLICAN  STATE  PRIMARY  SEPTEMBER  19,  2000 


5 ro  70 

Z2.  CD  m 

? g-  2 

=j-  w cn 

m 

73 

O 

T1 

•D 

73 

o 

03 

> 

H 

m 


a>  o o a> 


g CD  73 
S 5T  m 
<P  ^ 2 

5-  M S5 

m 

JO 

O 

TI 

D 

m 

m 

o 

cn 


a>  o o o 


w 3. 
° <D 


03  O 


03  O O 03 


^ S T3  00 

~ S-  Q1  ST 


CD  73 
oj  m 


3 

7T 

cn 


m 

fr 

(D 

3 


o o ro 


o o o o 


oo-^o 


o o -*•  o 


o o ro  o 


o o o -* 


o o ro  o 


o o -»■  o 


o o cn  o 


cn  o o co  co 


^ CD  (/) 

§ oT  m 

<P  ^ > 

5"g 

30 

Z 

o 

m 

z 

o 

o 

c 

73 

H 

in 

S’ 

5 

a 

</> 

x 

D 

<7> 


CD  O O CD 


?'  3-  i 


a>  o o cr> 


^ ^ 5 

(/)'  Z3.  CD  CD 
° CD  O i- 


CD 

■g_ 

CD 

3 


73 

CD 

*o 


o 

CD 

D 

Q. 


O O -»■ 


^§003 

- CD  fl)- 


0)  3. 

o CD 


0) 

3 > 

I 

O 

S 

(D 


C/3 

m 

z 

> 

H 

o 

7) 

Z 

o 

o 

z 

o 

73 

m 

C/3 

C/3 


O O OJ  o 


o o o o 


O O N3  O 


o o ro  o 


o o -»■  o 


o o on  o 


03  O O 03  O 


<D 

C3 

CJ 


TJ 

-T 

(D 

o 

■p. 


CD 

O 

CO 


> 

r- 


03 

m 

7) 

H 

> 

73 

> 

Z 

C/3 

H 

> 

H 

m 

TI 

73 

2 

> 

73 

< 

cn 

m 

T3 

H 

m 

3 

00 

m 

73 


ro 

o 

o 

o 


2 $ 5 ro 


(0  ~ 
o 0) 


3 Q- 


I 

i 

CD 


5 ro  73 
o cd  m 
IT  3 O 

CD  7T  — 
3 </>  (/> 


-a  CO 
-A  CO 


CO  hO 
O O -Pa  Ql 


ro  -a 

hO  O CD  00 


Ol  CO 
O O CO  -Pa 


-Pa  Ol 
O CD  -Pa 


CD  ^ 
O O 00  00 


Ol  ho 

O O CO  CD 


00  ho 
„ ho 
-Pa  hO  -Pa  CO 


omroo 

| % 3 


0) 


& w 

CD  C 
CD  — 

C/)  5 
C_  3 

<' 

0) 

3 


7s 

O 

■n 

O 

O 

c 

73 

H 

C/> 

2 

Q. 

(ft 

X 

O 


ro  co  a 
w s o 


-A  GO  -A 
O O Ol  00  -Pa 


ho  -si  ho 
— a Ol  CO 


ho  CO  ho 
-A  O ^ CO  Ol 


-A  Ol  ho 
O O CD  -A  CD 


CO  CO  CO 

o o ro  oi  ^ 


ro  oi  ro 

O O CD  CO  CD 


ro  oo  co 
o o ro  -a  ho 


-a  ro 
oo  CD  o 


ho  CD  ho 
O CD  -Pa 

ro  ro  o oi  o 


CD 


2 5 > ro  73 
— cd  m 

.EE2 

< 

O 


C / ) 


-PA 

CO  CO  o o 


CD 

o oi  o ro 


Ol  -Pa  O O 


CO 

00  Ol  O CO 


CO 

00  CO  O O 


'‘J 

O 00  O ^1 


o 

-Pa  CO  CO 

cd  ro  o 


^ 5 tt>  00  C/> 

— 5~  CZ  ^ m 


O 


CQ 

O 


-PA  hO 

o ro  oi  o 


co  ro 

O O Ol  -PA 


-A  hO 
ho  -A  00  Ol 


cd  ro 

00  CO 


cd  ro 
o ro 


oo  ro 
-a  co  CD 
^ -a  o -a 


i § 

cn  3. 
° CD 


73  s ro 
C CD  CD 
IT  =1  D 

m *3  (n 

z 2 

CD  • 

3 5 

N <d 
O g- 
^ o 

o 

CD 

< 

0) 


CO-vl^A 

o ro  oo  o ro 


-Pa  -a 
O CD  Ol  Ol 


ro  cd  ro 

O O -Pa  00  'si 


ro  co  ro 

-a  o co  ro  ^ 


ro  -Pa  ro 
o o oi  ro  cd 


co  ro  -Pa 
OO-ASCO 


ro  -Pa  co 
O O CD  S CD 


ro  co  ro 
o o oi  ro  oo 


ro  oi  ro 
ro  co  oo 
ro  ro  -o  'si  -a 


2 2 

c75‘ 

o o 

§ r 


O 


2 ro 

CD  CD 
3-  3 

5'  ^r 

at 


CD  CD 
— • “O 

3 oT 

3 

CD 


O 
(/> 
cr 

3 F7 
<D  Q- 
*<  CD 
(ft 


o 

CD 

3 

CL 


CD 
CD 
3- 
CD 

3 < 
m 

z 

o 

o 

z 

o 

73 

m 

C/> 

(ft 

2 

5 

o 

c7> 


ro  -a 
ro  -o  ro  co 


o CO  -Pa  oi 


ro  -a  oo 

-A  -a  oi  o -a 


o o co  oo  -a  -Pa 


ro  cd 
o o o cd  oi  ro 


CO  -Pa 

O O CO  CO  00  -sj 


ro  -a  -sj 

o o -a  co  co 


o o oi  -Pa  ro  -pa 


-A  oi 

O CO  00  00  Ol 


00  00  O CO 
ro  oo  ro  4A  o co 


<:  <:  m ro  c/> 
~ < cl  Qj-  m 


(ft  =3 
° CD 


^ 3 
CD  7T 

5-  a w 


* 

a> 

3 

3 

CD 

Q. 

•< 


o 

o 

z 

a 

73 

m 

c/> 

w 


s 


ro  ro 

O U Ol  A 


CD  IO 
O U Ol 


IO  ->■ 
ro  0J  N)  CD 


-si  ro 

O O O CO 


ai  io 
o u or  a 


cd  ro 
-‘■0)10 
A >1  W Ol 


13 

—i 

ID 

o 

CO 


13 

CD 

O 

CD 


O 

H 

> 


o 

m 

2 

o 

o 


o 

c/> 


m 

13 

73 

s 

> 

73 

■< 

C/3 

m 

13 

H 

m 

2 

ro 

m 

73 


ro 

o 

o 

o 


T3  8-  “ 

' g 3.  % Q 


^ Ui  a) 

i £ ^ D.  » 

(u  £"  § «-  X 

=r  £ CD  • • 

§ 8 jg.  I 3 

3 >?  §.  “ 

g £ 

C 

<Q 

=7 


o Q)  7)  c_  1 
CD  C/) 

O Q3  OD  CD 

I?|i 

3 S 1 

3 

3 

o 

3 


73 

m 

O 

</> 

H 

m 

73 


u 

73 

O 

DO 


m 


Q. 

Vt 

X 

r> 

«? 


O)  -».  -k  _i  ro 

UUOUID(D-‘^MS 


OUlMAOlOlM-kWOO 


ouai-‘-*oAJk-»(ii-» 


(a)  — ^ — * hO 

oro-^-^waiMhouihoo 


ro  -*•  ro 

oro-^cD-viro-vi-^ocD 


cn  ro 

orooocD'virocDOJ-^cn-^ 


oro-*-*cno)ro^iroooo) 


o-^o-^-^cocorooo-^co 


corooocoo-^^wwo) 
rocooofON^-^roro-^ 


DEMOCRATIC  STATE  PRIMARY  SEPTEMBER  19,  2000 

Prec  1 Prec  2 Prec  3 Prec  4 Prec  5 Prec  6 Prec  7 Prec  8 Prec  9 TOTAL 


> 


WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL 
TOWN  MEETING  OCTOBER  16,  2000 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  the  Constable,  or  any  other  suitable  person  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford: 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  and  warn  the 
Town  Meeting  Representatives  of  said  Chelmsford  to  meet  in  the  Senior  Center,  Groton  Road, 
North  Chelmsford  on  Monday,  the  sixteenth  of  October,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  evening  then  and 
there  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  VIZ: 


ARTICLE  1.  To  hear  reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY : Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  2.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  a certain  sum  to  the 
Stabilization  Fund;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  Free  Cash  a certain  sum  for  the 
reduction  of  the  tax  rate;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 

ARTICLE  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2001  operating  budget 
under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  April  24,  2000;  and  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  a certain  sum  from  Free  Cash  to  defray  such  changes;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  a certain  sum  to  the 
School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  Medicaid  reimbursements;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

School  Committee 


ARTICLE  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  a certain  sum  of  money  with  which  to  pay  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  from  Special  Revenue  to  the 
School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  E-Rate  reimbursements;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 

School  Committee 


ARTICLE  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a certain  sum  of  money  to 
fund  the  Community  Action  Program  established  under  Article  1 2 of  the  April  29,  1 996  Annual 
Town  Meeting.  The  purpose  of  this  program  shall  be  to  provide  matching  funds  to  community 
improvement  projects  undertaken  by  individuals  and/or  organizations  within  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a certain  sum  of  money  from  Free  Cash  to 
the  Special  Revenue  account  for  the  Byam  School  Insurance  claim;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  the  filing  of  a petition  in  the  General  Court  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  an  Open  Space  Fund  for  Chelmsford.  The  legislation  shall  read  as 
follows: 

SECTION  1 . There  is  hereby  established  in  the  town  of  Chelmsford  an  open  space  land 
acquisition  fund  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  and  interests  in  land  for  the  protection  of  open 
space,  public  drinking  water  supplies,  conservation  land,  the  creation  of  walking  and  bicycling 
trails,  and  the  creation  of  recreational  areas. 
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SECTION  2.  The  town  shall  establish  said  fund  as  a separate  account  to  be  maintained  by  the 
treasurer.  The  following  monies  shall  be  deposited  into  said  account:  (i)  fifty  percent  of  the 
proceeds  generated  by  the  sale  of  any  land  acquired  by  the  town  of  Chelmsford  through  tax  title 
foreclosure,  (ii)  all  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  conservation  land  or  from  any  leases  of 
conservation  land,  (iii)  any  gifts  made  to  the  town  for  the  express  purpose  of  open  space 
acquisition,  (iv)  any  appropriations  made  by  Town  Meeting  to  this  fund.  The  treasurer  may 
invest  the  funds  in  such  separate  account  in  the  manner  authorized  by  sections  fifty-five  and  fifty- 
five(a)  of  chapter  forty-four.  Any  interest  earned  thereon  shall  be  credited  to  and  become  part  of 
such  separate  account. 

SECTION  3.  The  town  may  purchase  land  or  interests  therein  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
Section  1,  subject  to  appropriation.  Town  meeting  may  not  appropriate  any  money  from  said 
fund  unless  the  Board  of  Selectmen  has  first  conducted  a public  hearing  on  said  acquisition  and 
has  made  a recommendation  to  town  meeting. 

SECTION  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  passage; 

or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  General  Court  may  only  make  clerical  or  editorial  changes  to  the  bill,  unless  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  approves  amendments  to  the  bill  prior  to  enactment  by  the  General  Court.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  is  hereby  authorized  to  approve  amendments  which  shall  be  within  the  general 
public  objective  of  the  petition. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  by 
adding  a new  Chapter  103,  to  be  entitled  “Nuisances”,  which  chapter  provides  for  the 
investigation  and  remediation  of  nuisances  as  follows: 

CHAPTER  103 

NUISANCES 


§103-1.  Definintions.  §103-3.  Reservation  of  Rights. 

§ 103-2.  Administration. 


§ 103-1.  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  chapter,  the  following  words  shall  have  the  following  meanings: 

NUISANCE-  Any  substantial  interference  with  the  common  interest  of  the  general  public  in  the 
maintenance  of  safe  and  sanitary  property  and  neighborhoods  having  a reasonable  relation  to  the 
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public  health.  Specific  conditions  which  characterize  a nuisance  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited 
to,  a gross  accumulation  of  junk,  debris  or  garbage  over  a prolonged  or  extended  period  of  time; 
the  creation  and  maintenance  of  unnatural  areas  conducive  to  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes, 
inasmuch  as  such  areas  are  not  considered  to  be  retention  or  detention  basis  designed  to  mitigate 
stormwater  runoff  on  public  ways;  and  the  deliberate  or  unintentional  creation  and  nuisance  of 
areas  conducive  to  the  harborage  and  breeding  of  rodents  and  other  feral  animals. 

INTERESTED  PARTIES-  The  owner,  abutters,  owners  of  land  directly  opposite  on  any  public 
or  private  street  or  way,  and  abutters  to  the  abutters  within  300  feet  of  the  owner’s  property  line 
as  they  appear  on  the  most  recent  Town  tax  list,  not  withstanding  that  the  land  of  any  such 
abutter  or  owner  is  located  in  another  city  or  town. 

OWNER  - The  person  with  record  title  to  the  property  upon  which  a nuisance  is  alleged  or 
determined  to  be  present,  or  an  authorized  agent  or  representative  of  such  person. 

PETITION-  A written  document  prepared  by  the  Director  of  Public  Health  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health  stating  the  address  of  the  alleged  nuisance,  owner  of  the  subject 
property,  a brief  description  of  the  facts  of  the  complaint  and  a list  of  proposed  remedial  actions 
to  alleviate  said  nuisance. 

§ 103-2.  Administration. 

A.  Remedial  order. 

(1)  Upon  written  complain  or  upon  the  Board  of  Health’s  own  initiative,  and  within  a 
reasonable  amount  of  time,  the  Health  Agent  shall  inspect  and  investigate  any  condition 
upon  property  within  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  which  may  constitute  a nuisance.  If,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Health  Agent,  the  condition  does  constitute  a nuisance,  the  agent  shall 
make  a written  report  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Board  of  Health  of  such 
condition,  together  with  a petition  for  remedial  action  and  shall  file  a copy  of  the  petition 
for  remedial  action  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

(2)  Upon  receipt  of  such  petition  and  report,  the  Board  of  Health  shall  set  a date  for  a 
hearing  before  said  Board,  not  more  than  30  days  after  the  date  of  filing  of  the  petition 
with  the  Town  Clerk.  Notice  of  said  hearing  shall  be  posted,  published  and  sent  to 
interested  parties  not  less  than  14  days  before  the  date  of  said  hearing.  Notice  of  the 
hearing  shall  state  the  subject  matter  sufficient  for  proper  identification  and  the  date, 
time  and  place  of  the  hearing. 

(3)  Within  1 5 days  after  the  hearing,  the  Board  of  Health  shall  determine  whether  or  not  the 
condition  constitutes  a nuisance,  and  shall  determine  what  action  shall  be  taken  by  the 
owner  to  remedy  the  nuisance.  The  Board  of  Health  shall  issue  a remedial  order  to  the 
owner  to  abate  such  nuisance  within  24  hours  after  service  of  such  order,  or  within  such 
other  time  as  it  considers  reasonable. 

B.  Penalties.  An  owner  shall  forfeit  $25  for  every  day  during  which  he/she  willfully  violates 

such  a remedial  order,  unless  state  law  requires  a different  amount. 
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C.  Service  of  remedial  order.  The  Town  Clerk  shall  deliver  a copy  of  the  remedial  order  to  an 
officer  qualified  to  serve  civil  process,  who  shall  forthwith  serve  an  attested  copy  thereof  to 
the  owner.  Such  a remedial  order  shall  be  in  writing  and  shall  be  served  on  the  owner  in  the 
manner  specified  by  MGL  c.  1 1 1,  § 124. 

D.  Appeal  to  Superior  Court.  A person  aggrieved  by  such  an  order  may  appeal  to  Superior  Court 
in  accordance  with  applicable  provisions,  if  any,  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

§ 103-3.  Reservation  of  rights  by  Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  municipal  boards  and 
officials. 

The  provisions  contained  within  this  By-law  are  intended  to  complement  the  powers,  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  as  they  relate  to  common  nuisances  caused  by  burnt, 
dilapidated  or  dangerous  buildings  or  structures  as  provided  in  MGL  c.  139,  §§  1 through  3B;  the 
powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  they  relate  to  any  nuisance,  source 
of  filth  or  cause  of  sickness  under  MGL  c.  1 1 1,  §§  123  through  125  or  to  dwellings  unfit  for 
human  habitation  under  MGL  c.  1 1 1,  §§  127A  through  127C;  the  power,  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  local  inspector  as  they  relate  to  dangerous  structures  under  MGL  c.  143,  §§ 
6 through  1 1 ; and  other  municipal  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  as  set  forth  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  and  said  provisions  shall  not  be  construed  to  supersede  or 
otherwise  abrogate  such  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities. 

;or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195, 
Zoning,  Section  195-3  Official  Zoning  Map,  to  change  from  1 A-Industrial  to  CD  General 
Commercial,  the  contiguous  parcel  known  as  235  Billerica  Road,  as  shown  on  the  Zoning  Map; 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Petition 


ARTICLE  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  by 
adding  a new  Article  V,  to  be  entitled  "Vision  Obstructions,"  to  Chapter  142,  Streets  and 
Sidewalks,  which  article  provides  for  certain  restrictions  on  objects  at  street  intersections  and 
penalties  for  violation  as  follows: 
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ARTICLE  V 


Vision  Obstructions 


§ 142-38.  Use  restrictions 


§ 142-39.  Violations  and  penalties. 


§ 142-38.  Use  restrictions. 

In  order  to  provide  an  unobstructed  sight  distance  for  motorists,  nothing  shall  be  erected,  placed, 
planted  or  allowed  to  grow  in  such  a manner  as  to  block  vision  of  operators  of  motor  vehicles 
between  a height  of  2 Vi  and  10  feet  above  grades  of  the  intersecting  streets  in  the  area  bounded 
by  the  street  lines  of  said  real  estate  and  a line  joining  points  30  feet  along  said  street  lines  from 
the  point  of  intersection  of  said  street  lines.  Buildings  existing  as  of  the  effective  date  of  this  by- 
law are  exempt  from  this  by-law. 

§ 142-39.  Violations  and  penalties. 

Any  person  who  violates  this  provision  and  after  being  notified  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in 
writing  of  such  violation,  permits  such  violation  to  continue  for  30  days  after  receipt  of  said 
notice,  may  be  punished  by  a fine  of  $50.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  each  successive  day 
during  which  any  violations  committed  or  continued  shall  be  deemed  a separate  offense. 
Violations  of  this  provision  may  be  enforced  through  noncriminal  disposition,  in  accordance  with 
MGL  c.  40,  §2  ID,  and  Article  II,  §1-2  of  the  Chelmsford  General  By-Laws.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  or  its  designee,  Chelmsford  police  officers,  and  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  may  enforce  this  section. 

;or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  care,  custody,  management  and 
control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  grant  to  the  Chelmsford  Water 
District  an  interest  in  fee  simple,  or  any  lesser  interest  including  but  not  limited  to  an  easement, 
in  all  or  any  portion  of  the  land  located  off  Smith  Street,  currently  owned  by  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  and  more  particularly  described  as  Map  40,  Block  131,  Lot  46  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  Maps,  and  in  an  instrument  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  North  District  Registry  of  Deeds 
in  Book  2457,  Page  347,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  protecting  a new  well  and  the  well 
field  to  be  established  to  supplement  the  current  public  water  supply  and  facilities  in  existence  at 
said  location,  and  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  negotiate  and  undertake  such  actions  as 
required  to  grant  such  interest  on  terms  and  conditions  as  the  Board  shall  deem  necessary  and 
appropriate  and  in  the  public  interest,  for  such  use  by  the  Chelmsford  Water  District,  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 
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SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  Manager 


ARTICLE  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  care,  custody,  management  and 
control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  convey  in  accordance  with 
Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  30B,  for  consideration  to  be  determined,  all  right,  title,  and 
interest,  if  any,  held  by  the  Town  in  a certain  portion  of  a parcel  of  land  on  Fifth  Avenue  shown 
as  Mapl8,  Block  76,  Lot  5,  containing  3,300  square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more  fully  described 
in  a deed  recorded  in  the  Middlesex  North  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  6218,  Page  61;  or  act  in 
relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 


ARTICLE  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the 
Sewer  Commissioners  to  acquire  any  and  all  temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any 
property  in  fee  simple  with  the  buildings  and  trees  thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or 
otherwise,  for  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further 
described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “Plan  of  Sewer  Easements  in  Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts,  Dennison  Road/Locke  Road  Area  - Phase  4C  Sewers”,  a copy  of  which  is  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and  all  other  appurtenances  thereto;  and 
to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  from  the  stabilization  fund,  transfer  or 
appropriate  from  revenue  sharing  funds  and/or  borrow  a certain  sum  of  money  to  defray  all 
necessary  costs,  fees,  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  said  land  and  for  paying 
any  damages  which  may  be  awarded  as  the  result  of  any  such  taking;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

SUBMITTEDBY:  Sewer  Commission 


ARTICLE  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  by 
adding  a new  Chapter  10,  to  be  entitled  “Amusement  Devices,  Automatic”,  which  chapter 
provides  for  certain  restrictions  on  automatic  amusement  licenses  issued  by  the  Town  and 
penalties  for  violation  as  follows: 

CHAPTER  10 

AMUSEMENT  DEVICES,  AUTOMATIC 

§ 10-1.  License  required;  features  promoting  misuse.  § 10-3.  Violations  and  penalties. 

§ 10-2.  Use  Restrictions.  § 10-4.  Severability 
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§ 10-1.  License  required;  features  promoting  misuse. 

A.  In  accordance  with  MGL  c.  140,  § 177A,  as  amended  from  time  to  time,  any  individual  or 
business  desiring  to  keep  and  operate  an  automatic  amusement  device  for  hire,  gain  or  reward 
shall  secure  an  annual  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

B.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  not  grant  a license  for  any  automatic  amusement  device  that 
presents  a risk  of  misuse  as  a gaming  device. 

(1)  Automatic  amusement  devices  which  present  a risk  of  misuse  as  gaming  devices  are 
those  devices  which  have  one  or  more  of  the  following  features: 

(a)  The  device  involves  matching  random  numbers,  patterns  or  cards. 

(b)  The  device  accumulates  more  than  26  plays. 

(c)  The  device  is  equipped  with  a “knock  off’  switch,  button  or  similar  device  that  resets 
the  total  pionts  won  as  shown  on  the  video  screen  and  adds  these  points  to  a second 
meter  and/or  recording  device. 

(d)  The  device  has  a mechanism  for  adjusting  the  odds. 

(e)  The  device  has  a remote  control  feature  that  can  reset  the  device  from  another 
location. 

(f)  The  device  is  capable  of  returning  money  to  the  player,  other  than  the  change  for  the 
excess  amount  put  in. 

(g)  The  device  permits  a player  to  pay  for  more  than  one  game  at  a time. 

(2)  Each  game  on  the  device  shall  cost  exactly  the  same  amount  for  each  player,  and  no 
player  may  change  any  aspect  of  the  game  by  paying  a different  amount  than  any  other 
player  before  or  during  the  game. 

(3)  There  shall  be  no  metering  device  that  accounts  for  both  money /points  in  and 
money /points  out. 

§ 10-2.  Use  restrictions. 

A.  The  maximum  number  of  automatic  amusement  devices  allowed  on  any  single  business 
premises  shall  be  four,  except  in  the  case  of  duly  licensed  arcades  and  amusement  parks. 

B.  Any  individual  or  business  desiring  more  than  four  automatic  amusement  devices  on  a single 
business  premises  shall  require  a special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals. 

§ 10-3.  Enforcement;  violations  and  penalties. 
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A.  The  enforcing  authority  under  this  chapter  shall  be  the  Chelmsford  Police  Department. 

B.  All  licenses  for  automatic  amusement  devices  granted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  be 
subject  to  inspection  by  the  Chelmsford  Police  Department  to  ensure  conformance  with 
submitted  application  information  and  local  code  requirements. 

C.  Any  unlicensed  automatic  amusement  device  shall  be  subject  to  immediate  seizure  by  the 
Chelmsford  Police  Department. 

D.  Violation  of  this  chapter  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of  $250,  with  each  unlicensed  amusement 
device  constituting  a separate  offense. 

§ 10-4.  Severability. 

The  provisions  of  this  chapter  are  declared  to  be  severable,  and  if  any  section,  subsection, 
sentence,  clause  or  part  thereof  is,  for  any  reason,  held  to  be  invalid  or  unconstitutional  by  a court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  remaining  sections, 
subsections,  sentences,  clauses  or  part  of  the  chapter. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Town  Manager 
Police  Chief 


ARTICLE  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  eminent  domain,  or 
otherwise,  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further  described 
and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “Chelmsford  Center  Project  05809,  prepared  by  Vanasse 
Hangen  Brustlin,  Inc.,”  a copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  Office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is 
incorporated  herein  by  reference,  for  the  purpose  of  Central  square  Improvements;  and  to  vote  to 
raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  borrow  a sum  of  money  for  said 
acquisition,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  Board  of  Selectmen 

ARTICLE  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195, 
Zoning,  Section  195-34  Outdoor  Lighting,  by  deleting  the  existing  section  which  reads: 

§ 195-34.  Outdoor  lighting. 

A.  Overspill.  Illuminated  signs,  parking  lot  lighting,  building  floodlighting  or  other  exterior 
lighting  shall  be  so  designed  and  arranged  that  its  collective  result  does  not  create  so  much 
light  overspill  onto  adjacent  premises  that  it  casts  observable  shadows  and  so  that  it  does  not 
create  glare  from  unshielded  light  sources. 
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B.  Unless  all  the  following  are  met,  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  above  performance 
requirements  are  not  satisfied.  The  Board  of  Appeals  may  grant  a special  permit  for  lighting 
which  does  not  comply  with  these  specifications  if  it  determines  that  the  performance 
standards  of  Subsection  A will  still  be  met  and  if  the  applicant  documents  that  brightness  of 
any  sign  or  building  element  will  not  exceed  20  foot  lamberts  in  residential  districts  or  50 
foot  lamberts  in  other  districts. 

(1)  Internally  illuminated  signs  on  the  premises  collectively  total  not  more  than  200  watts 
unless  not  exceeding  15,000  lumens. 

(2)  Externally  illuminated  signs  employ  only  shielded  lights  fixed  within  three  feet  of  the 
surface  they  illuminate. 

(3)  Building  floodlighting  totals  not  more  than  2,000  watts  unless  not  exceeding  50,000 
lumens. 

(4)  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  other  than  signs  are  mounted  not  more  than  20  feet  high. 

C.  Hours.  No  sign  or  building  in  any  residential  district  or  within  300  feet  of  any  residential 
district  if  within  sight  from  it  shall  be  illuminated  between  the  hours  of  1 1 :00  p.m.  and  7:00 
a.m.  unless  indicating  an  establishment  open  to  the  public  during  those  hours. 

D.  Movement.  No  flashing,  moving  or  revolving  lights  shall  be  maintained. 


and  inserting  the  following: 


§ 195-34.  Outdoor  illumination. 

A.  Purpose.  This  section  recognizes  the  benefits  of  outdoor  lighting  and  provides  clear 
guidelines  for  its  installation,  so  as  to  help  maintain  and  complement  the  character  of  the 
Town.  The  intent  of  this  section  is  to  encourage  lighting  that  provides  safety,  utility  and 
security;  prevent  glare  on  public  roadways;  protect  the  privacy  of  residents;  promote  energy 
efficient  outdoor  lighting;  and  to  reduce  atmospheric  light  pollution. 

B.  Applicability.  The  requirements  of  this  section  shall  apply  to  any  new  construction,  or 
additions  to  or  modifications  of  existing  structures  equal  to  or  greater  than  25%  of  the  gross 
floor  area,  dwelling  units  or  parking  spaces.  If  modifications  or  additions  exceed  25%,  all 
lighting  on  the  property  shall  be  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  section,  if  the  aggregate  of  any  additions  or  modifications  within  the  five 
previous  calendar  years  exceeds  25%,  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply.  The 
requirements  of  this  section  may  be  reduced  by  special  permit  issued  by  the  Planning  Board 
upon  a finding  that  such  reduction  will  not  detract  from  the  objectives  of  this  section. 

C.  Standards. 

(1)  Any  luminaire  with  a lamp  or  lamps  rated  at  a total  of  more  than  2,000  lumens,  and  all 
flood  or  spot  luminaires  with  a lamp  or  lamps  rated  at  a total  of  more  than  1 ,000  lumens, 
shall  be  of  a full-cutoff  design,  with  the  lamp  or  lamps  surrounded  and  shielded  such  that 
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no  direct  light  is  emitted  above  a horizontal  plane  through  the  lowest  part  of  the  luminaire 
emitting  direct  light.  If  any  spot  or  flood  luminaire  rated  1,000  lumens  or  less  is  directed 
or  focused  such  as  to  cause  direct  light  from  the  luminaire  to  be  cast  toward  residential 
buildings  on  adjacent  or  nearby  land,  or  to  create  glare  perceptible  to  persons  operating 
motor  vehicles  on  public  ways,  the  luminaire  shall  be  redirected  or  its  light  output 
controlled  as  necessary  to  eliminate  such  conditions. 

(2)  Illuminated  signs,  parking  lot  lighting,  building  floodlighting  or  other  exterior  lighting 
shall  be  so  designed  and  arranged  that  their  collective  result  does  not  create  so  much  light 
overspill  onto  adjacent  premises  that  it  casts  observable  shadows  and  so  that  it  does  not 
create  glare  from  unshielded  light  sources. 

(3)  Luminaires  used  primarily  for  sign  illumination  may  be  mounted  at  any  height  to  a 
maximum  of  25  feet,  regardless  of  lumen  rating. 

(4)  The  maximum  height  of  the  luminaire  shall  not  exceed  25  feet.  A maximum  luminaire 
height  of  35  feet  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a 
finding  that  the  increase  in  luminaire  height  will  not  negatively  impact  abutting 
properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential  purposes. 

(5)  Internally  illuminated  signs  on  the  premises  shall  collectively  total  no  more  than  15,000 
lumens. 

(6)  No  sign  or  building  in  any  residential  district  or  within  300  feet  of  any  residential  district 
if  within  sight  from  it  shall  be  illuminated  between  the  hours  of  1 1 :00  p.m.  and  7:00  a.m. 
unless  indicating  an  establishment  open  to  the  public  during  those  hours. 

(7)  Luminaires  intended  solely  to  illuminate  any  freestanding  sign  or  the  walls  of  any 
building  shall  be  shielded  so  that  its  direct  light  is  confined  to  the  surface  of  such  sign  or 
building,  and  its  lumen  output  shall  be  such  that  the  average  illumination  on  the  ground 
or  on  any  vertical  surface  is  not  greater  than  0.5  footcandle  or  five  lux. 

(8)  No  flashing,  moving  or  revolving  lights  shall  be  maintained. 

D.  Exceptions. 

(1)  All  temporary  emergency  lighting  needed  by  the  Police  or  Fire  Departments  or  other 
emergency  services,  as  well  as  all  vehicular  luminaires,  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
requirements  of  this  article. 

(2)  All  hazard-warning  luminaires  required  by  federal  regulatory  agencies  are  exempt  from 
the  requirements  of  this  article,  except  that  all  luminaires  used  shall  be  red  and  shall  be 
shown  to  be  as  close  as  possible  to  the  federally  required  minimum  lumen  output 
requirement  for  the  specific  task. 

(3)  Luminaires  used  to  illuminate  nighttime  sporting  events  shall  not  exceed  35  feet.  A 
greater  luminaire  height  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon 
a finding  that  the  increase  in  luminaire  height  will  not  negatively  impact  abutting 
properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential  purposes.  Such  luminaires 
shall  not  be  illuminated  after  1 1 :00  p.m. 

E.  Submission.  The  applicant  for  any  permit  under  this  section  shall  submit  evidence  that  the 

proposed  work  will  comply  with  this  section.  The  submission  shall  contain,  but  shall  not 

necessarily  be  limited  to,  the  following: 


(1)  Plans  indicating  the  location  on  the  premises  of  each  illuminating  device,  both  existing 
and  proposed. 

(2)  Description  of  all  illuminating  devices,  fixtures,  lamps,  supports,  reflectors,  both  existing 
and  proposed.  The  description  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  catalog  cuts  and 
illustrations  by  manufacturers  (including  sections  where  required). 

(3)  Photometric  data,  such  as  that  furnished  by  manufacturers,  or  similar  showing  the  angle 
of  cut  off  of  light  emissions. 

F.  Definitions.  The  terms  used  in  this  Bylaw  shall  be  defined  as  follows: 

DIRECT  LIGHT—  Light  emitted  directly  from  the  lamp,  off  the  reflector  or  reflector  diffuser,  or 
through  the  refractor  or  diffuser  lens  of  a luminaire. 

FIXTURE-  The  assembly  that  houses  the  lamp  or  lamps,  which  can  include  all  or  some  of  the 
following  parts:  a housing,  a mounting  bracket  or  pole  socket,  a lamp  holder,  a ballast,  a reflector 
or  mirror  and/or  a refractor  or  lens. 

FLOODLIGFIT  (or  SPOTLIGHT)—  Any  light  fixture  or  lamp  that  incorporates  a reflector  or  a 
refractor  to  concentrate  the  light  output  into  a directed  beam  in  a particular  direction. 

FULL  CUTOFF—  A luminaire  designed  with  an  opaque  shield  surrounding  and  extending  below 
the  lamp,  such  that  no  direct  light  is  emitted  above  a horizontal  plane. 

GLARE—  Light  emitting  from  a luminaire  with  an  intensity  great  enough  to  reduce  a viewer’s 
ability  to  see  and  in  extreme  cases  causing  momentary  blindness. 

HEIGHT  OF  LUMINAIRE—  The  vertical  distance  from  the  ground  directly  below  the  center  line 
of  the  luminaire  to  the  lowest  direct-light-emitting  part  of  the  luminaire. 

INDIRECT  LIGHT-  Direct  light  that  has  been  reflected  or  scattered  off  other  surfaces. 

LAMP—  The  component  of  a luminaire  that  produces  light. 

LIGHT  TRESPASS—  The  shining  of  direct  light  produced  by  a luminaire  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  property  on  which  it  is  located. 

LUMEN—  A unit  of  luminous  flux.  One  footcandle  is  one  lumen  per  square  foot;  one  lux  is  one 
lumen  per  square  meter.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Bylaw,  the  lumen-output  value  shall  be  the 
initial  lumen  output  rating  of  a lamp. 

LUMINAIRE—  A complete  lighting  system;  that  is,  a lamp  (or  lamps)  and  a fixture. 

OUTDOOR  LIGHTING—  The  nighttime  illumination  of  an  outside  area  or  object  by  any  device 
located  outdoors  that  produces  light  by  any  means. 
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TEMPORARY  OUTDOOR  LIGHTING—  The  specific  illumination  of  an  outside  area  of  object 
by  any  device  located  outdoors  that  produces  light  by  any  means  for  a period  of  less  than  seven 
days,  with  at  least  1 80  days  passing  before  being  used  again. 

UPLIGHTING-  Direct  light  emitted  above  a horizontal  plane  through  the  light-emitting  part  of  a 
luminaire. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Master  Plan  Bylaw 
Review  Committee 


ARTICLE  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195, 
Zoning,  Article  XVII  Facilitated  & Senior  Living  Facilities,  by  deleting  Article  XVII  which 
reads: 


ARTICLE  XVII 

Facilitated  and  Independent  Senior  Living  Facilities 


§ 195-87.  Purpose. 

Facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  facilities  are  allowed  in  a variety  of  zoning  districts  by 
special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals.  The  intent  of  this  chapter  is  to  provide  the  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  the  types  of  multifamily  and  communal  housing  most  beneficial  for  the 
senior  and  elder  population  of  Chelmsford. 

A.  Facilitated  living  facilities  provide  private  or  communal  lodging  for  persons  requiring 
limited  medical  attention  or  supervision  and  who  ordinarily  are  ambulatory.  These 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  assisted  living  facilities,  Alzheimer's  facilities  and 
congregate  living  facilities. 

B.  Independent  senior  living  facilities  are  intended  to  provide  a safe,  suitable  age-restricted 
dwelling  unit  for  a senior  couple  or  individual  who  is  able  to  live  independently.  Open 
space  preservation  is  an  important  facet  of  independent  senior  living  projects  and  is 
meant  to  provide  the  residents  of  the  project  with  opportunities  for  active  and  passive 
recreation. 

§ 195-88.  Dimensional  standards.  [Amended  10-21-1999  ATM  by  Art.  28] 

The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living 
facilities: 


RM 


Minimum  lot  area  (acres) 

5 

Minimum  lot  width  (feet) 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (feet) 

150 

CA 

CB 

cc 

CD 

cv 

IA 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 
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Minimum  frontage  (feet) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (feet) 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (feet) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (feet) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation 
(feet) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

Maximum  building  height 
(feet) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Minimum  open  space, 
independent  senior  living 

10% 

30% 

30% 

30% 

30% 

30% 

30% 

Maximum  number  of  units  per 
acre,  facilitated  living 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Maximum  number  of  units  per 
acre,  independent  senior 
living4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

4 

NOTES: 

'A  smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
smaller  lot  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  article. 

2 

Or  twice  the  building  height,  whichever  is  greater. 

3Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
increase  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  article. 

Exclusive  of  open  space  requirements.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus 
wetlands/floodplain  not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals 
maximum  number  of  units  per  tract. 

§ 195-89.  General  standards. 

A.  The  entire  site  shall  be  of  a size  and  shape  as  shall  provide  a housing  site  that  will  be  in 
harmony  with  the  natural  terrain  and  other  features  of  the  site  and  will  preserve  natural 
vistas  and  the  character  of  the  neighborhood. 
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B.  No  site  on  a plan  for  which  an  approval  is  granted  under  this  article  may  be  subdivided  so 
as  to  create  additional  lots.  A notation  to  that  effect  shall  be  shown  on  the  site  plan. 

C.  Sites  abutting  residentially  zoned  land  shall  provide  a landscaped  buffer  strip  50  feet  in 
width  or  a strip  as  set  forth  in  s.  195-43,  whichever  is  larger,  to  provide  adequate 
screening  for  adjacent  properties.  No  structure,  driveway,  parking  area  or  sidewalk  shall 
be  located  in  the  landscaped  buffer  strip.  A smaller  buffer  may  be  allowed  by  special 
permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  buffer  is  determined  to  promote  the 
objectives  of  this  article. 

D.  Driveways  and  parking  areas  within  the  development  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  Article  V,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading.  Sidewalks  conforming  to  the  Planning 
Board's  subdivision  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board. 1 
Additional  requirements  linking  pedestrian  circulation  systems  may  be  required  by  the 
Planning  Board. 

E.  Buildings  shall  be  designed  to  be  complementary  in  exterior  design  with  each  other  and 
with  the  existing  neighborhood  in  which  the  facility  is  located.  Dwellings  constructed 
under  this  article  shall  not  be  eligible  for  subsequent  conversion  to  conventional 
apartments,  with  the  exception  of  projects  in  the  RM  District. 

F.  The  method(s)  of  implementing  age  restrictions  of  seniors  and  elders  must  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  and  the  Planning  Board. 

G.  The  Planning  Board  may  set  additional  site  security  and  safety  requirements  as  deemed 
necessary  to  ensure  the  security  and  safety  of  the  residents  of  the  facility. 

§ 195-90.  Open  space  requirements. 

The  minimum  required  open  space  set  forth  in  s.  195-88  shall  be  contiguous  open  space, 
excluding  required  yards  and  buffer  areas.  Such  open  space  may  be  separated  by  the  road(s) 
constructed  within  the  site.  The  percentage  of  the  open  space  which  is  wetlands,  as  defined 
pursuant  to  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40,  shall  not  normally  exceed  the  percentage  of  the  tract  which  is 
wetlands;  provided,  however,  that  the  applicant  may  include  a greater  percentage  of  wetlands  in 
the  open  space  upon  a demonstration  that  such  inclusion  promotes  the  purposes  set  forth  in  this 
article. 

A.  The  required  open  space  shall  be  used  for  conservation,  historic  preservation  and 
education,  outdoor  education,  recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry 
or  for  a combination  of  these  uses  and  shall  be  served  by  suitable  access  for  such 
purposes. 

B.  The  required  open  space  shall  remain  unbuilt  upon,  provided  that  10%  of  such  open  space 
may  be  paved  or  built  upon  for  structures  accessory  to  the  dedicated  use  or  uses  of  such 
open  space,  pedestrian  walks  and  bike  paths. 


^ Editor's  Note:  See  Ch.  202,  Subdivision  of  Land. 
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C.  Underground  utilities  to  serve  the  site  may  be  located  within  the  required  open  space. 

D.  The  required  open  space  shall,  at  the  Planning  Board's  election,  be  conveyed  to: 

( 1 ) The  Town  of  Chelmsford  or  its  Conservation  Commission; 

(2)  A nonprofit  organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which  is  the  conservation  of 
open  space  and  any  of  the  purposes  for  such  open  space  set  forth  above;  or 

(3)  A corporation  or  trust  owned  jointly  or  in  common  by  the  owners  of  lots  within 
the  site.  If  such  corporation  or  trust  is  utilized,  ownership  thereof  shall  pass  with 
conveyance  of  the  lots  in  perpetuity.  Maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities 
shall  be  permanently  guaranteed  by  such  corporation  or  trust,  which  shall  provide 
for  mandatory  assessments  for  maintenance  expenses  to  each  lot. 

(a)  Each  such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  allow 
the  Town  of  Chelmsford  to  perform  maintenance  of  the  open  space  and 
facilities  if  the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  provide  adequate  maintenance 
and  shall  grant  the  town  an  easement  for  this  purpose.  In  such  event,  the 
town  shall  first  provide  14  days'  written  notice  to  the  trust  or  corporation 
as  to  the  inadequate  maintenance,  and,  if  the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to 
complete  such  maintenance,  the  town  may  perform  it.  The  owner  of  each 
lot  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  the  town  filing  a lien  against  each 
lot  in  the  development  for  the  full  cost  of  such  maintenance,  which  liens 
shall  be  released  upon  payment  to  the  town  of  the  same. 

(b)  Each  individual  deed,  and  the  deed  or  trust  or  articles  of  incorporation, 
shall  include  provisions  designed  to  effect  these  provisions.  Documents 
creating  such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board 
for  approval  and  shall  thereafter  be  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

E.  Any  proposed  open  space,  unless  conveyed  to  the  town  or  its  Conservation  Commission, 
shall  be  subject  to  a recorded  restriction  enforceable  by  the  town,  provided  that  such  land 
shall  be  perpetually  kept  in  an  open  state,  that  it  shall  be  preserved  for  exclusively 
agricultural,  horticultural,  educational  or  recreational  purposes  and  that  it  shall  be 
maintained  in  a manner  which  will  ensure  its  suitability  for  its  intended  purposes. 

§ 195-91.  Compliance  with  accessibility  standards. 

A minimum  of  33%  of  the  units  in  a project  shall  comply  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 

Act  (ADA)  accessibility  standards  to  all  living  areas. 


and  inserting  the  following: 
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ARTICLE  XVII 


Facilitated  and  Independent  Senior  Living  Facilities 


§ 197-87.  Purpose. 

Facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  facilities  are  allowed  in  a variety  of  zoning  districts  by 
special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board.  The  intent  of  the  by-law  is  to  provide  the  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  the  types  of  multifamily  and  communal  housing  most  beneficial  for  the 
senior  and  elder  population  of  Chelmsford.  The  provision  of  senior  affordable  housing  is  an 
important  goal  of  the  bylaw. 

A.  Facilitated  living  facilities  provide  private  or  communal  lodging  for  persons  requiring  limited 
medical  attention  or  supervision  and  who  ordinarily  are  ambulatory.  These  include,  but  are 
not  limited  to,  assisted  living  facilities,  Alzheimer's  facilities  and  congregate  living  facilities. 

B.  Independent  senior  living  facilities  are  intended  to  provide  a safe,  suitable  age-restricted 
dwelling  unit  for  a senior  couple  or  individual  who  are  able  to  live  independently.  Open 
space  preservation  is  an  important  facet  of  independent  senior  living  projects  and  is  meant  to 
provide  the  residents  of  the  project  with  opportunities  for  active  and  passive  recreation. 
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§ 195-88.  Dimensional  standards. 

The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living 
facilities: 


RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CV 

IA 

Minimum  lot  area  (acres)1 * 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

Minimum  lot  width  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (ft.) 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

Minimum  frontage  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (ft.) 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (ft.) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (ft.) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation  (ft.) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage  (%) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Maximum  building  height  (ft.) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Minimum  open  space  - 
independent  senior  living  (%)5 

0 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - 
facilitated  living3 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - 
independent  senior  living 

8 

44 

44 

44 

44 

7 

44 

1 A smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
smaller  lot  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Article  XVII. 

Or  twice  the  building  height,  whichever  is  greater. 

3 Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where 

increase  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  or  this  Article  XVII  and  shall  meet  the 

criteria  of  § 195-91.1 
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4 Exclusive  of  open  space  requirement.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus 
wetlands/floodplain  not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals 
maximum  number  of  units  per  tract.  Total  may  be  increased  to  six  units  per  acre  by 
special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  the  density  increase  will  not 
be  detrimental  to  the  intent  of  the  bylaw  and  shall  meet  the  criteria  of  § 195-91.1. 

5 May  be  partially  or  completely  reduced  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a 
finding  that  the  reduction  of  the  open  space  requirement  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
intent  of  the  bylaw  and  shall  meet  the  criteria  of  § 195-91 . 1 . 


I 
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§ 195-89.  General  standards. 

A.  The  entire  site  shall  be  a size  and  shape  as  shall  provide  a housing  site  that  will  be  in 
harmony  with  the  natural  terrain  and  other  features  of  the  site  and  will  preserve  natural  vistas 
and  the  character  of  the  neighborhood. 

B.  No  site  on  a plan  for  which  an  approval  is  granted  under  this  section  may  be  subdivided  so  as 
to  create  additional  lots.  A notation  to  that  effect  shall  be  shown  on  the  site  plan. 

C.  Sites  abutting  residentially  zoned  land  shall  provide  a landscaped  buffer  strip  50  feet  in  width 
or  a strip  as  set  forth  in  § 195-43,  whichever  is  larger,  to  provide  adequate  screening  for 
adjacent  properties.  No  structure,  driveway,  parking  area  or  sidewalk  shall  be  located  in  the 
landscaped  buffer  strip.  A smaller  buffer  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the 
Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  buffer  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this 
Article  XVII. 

D.  Driveways  and  parking  areas  within  the  development  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance  with 
Article  V,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading.  Sidewalks  conforming  to  the  Planning  Board 
Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations  shall  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board.  Additional 
requirements  linking  pedestrian  circulation  systems  may  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board. 

E.  Buildings  shall  be  designed  to  be  complementary  in  exterior  design  with  each  other  and  with 
the  existing  neighborhood  in  which  the  facility  is  located.  Dwellings  constructed  under  this 
section  shall  not  be  eligible  for  subsequent  conversion  to  conventional  apartments  with  the 
exception  of  projects  in  the  RM  District. 

F.  The  method(s)  of  implementing  age  restrictions  of  seniors  and  elders  shall  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Planning  Board. 

G.  The  Planning  Board  may  set  additional  site  security  and  safety  requirements  as  deemed 
necessary  to  ensure  the  security  and  safety  of  the  residents  of  the  facility. 

H.  Adaptability  requirements  for  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  projects. 

All  units  shall  be  constructed  to  be  handicap  adaptable  according  to  the  standards  of 
Section  504  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990,  42  U.  S.  C.  § 12204  and 
ANSI  A1 17.1. 

I.  Developments  approved  as  rental  projects  shall  not  be  converted  to  condominiums  unless  the 
Planning  Board  grants  a modification  to  the  special  permit. 

§ 195-90.  Open  space  requirements. 

The  minimum  required  open  space  set  forth  in  § 195-88  shall  be  contiguous  open  space, 
excluding  required  yards  and  buffer  areas.  Such  open  space  may  be  separated  by  the  road(s) 
constructed  within  the  site.  The  percentage  of  the  open  space  which  is  wetlands,  as  defined 
pursuant  to  MGL  c.  1 3 1 , § 40,  shall  not  normally  exceed  the  percentage  of  the  tract  which  is 
wetlands;  provided,  however,  that  the  applicant  may  include  a greater  percentage  of  wetlands  in 
the  open  space  upon  a demonstration  that  such  inclusion  promotes  the  purposes  set  forth  in  this 
Article  XVII. 

A.  The  required  open  space  shall  be  used  for  conservation,  historic  preservation  and  education, 
outdoor  education,  recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry,  or  for  a 
combination  of  these  uses,  and  shall  be  served  by  suitable  access  for  such  purposes. 
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B.  The  required  open  space  shall  remain  unbuilt  upon,  provided  that  10%  of  such  open  space 
may  be  paved  or  built  upon  for  structures  accessory  to  the  dedicated  use  or  uses  of  such  open 
space,  pedestrian  walks  and  bike  paths. 

C.  Underground  utilities  to  serve  the  site  may  be  located  within  the  required  open  space. 

D.  The  required  open  space  shall,  at  the  Planning  Board's  election,  be  conveyed  to: 

(1)  The  Town  of  Chelmsford  or  its  Conservation  Commission. 

(2)  A nonprofit  organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which  is  the  conservation  of 
open  space  and  any  of  the  purposes  for  such  open  space  set  forth  above. 

(3)  A corporation  or  trust  owned  jointly  or  in  common  by  the  owners  of  lots  within 
the  site.  If  such  corporation  or  trust  is  utilized,  ownership  thereof  shall  pass  with 
conveyance  of  the  lots  in  perpetuity.  Maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities 
shall  be  permanently  guaranteed  by  such  corporation  or  trust  which  shall  provide 
for  mandatory  assessments  for  maintenance  expenses  to  each  lot. 

(a)  Each  such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  allow  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  to  perform  maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities,  if 
the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  provide  adequate  maintenance,  and  shall  grant  the 
town  an  easement  for  this  purpose.  In  such  event,  the  town  shall  first  provide  1 4 
days'  written  notice  to  the  trust  or  corporation  as  to  the  inadequate  maintenance, 
and,  if  the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  complete  such  maintenance,  the  town  may 
perform  it.  The  owner  of  each  lot  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  the  town 
filing  a lien  against  each  lot  in  the  development  for  the  full  cost  of  such 
maintenance,  which  liens  shall  be  released  upon  payment  to  the  town  of  same. 

(b)  Each  individual  deed,  and  the  deed  or  trust  or  articles  of  incorporation,  shall 
include  provisions  designed  to  effect  these  provisions.  Documents  creating  such 
trust  or  corporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board  for  approval  and 
shall  thereafter  be  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

E.  Any  proposed  open  space,  unless  conveyed  to  the  Town  or  its  Conservation 
Commission,  shall  be  subject  to  a recorded  restriction  enforceable  by  the  Town, 
provided  that  such  land  shall  be  perpetually  kept  in  an  open  state,  that  it  shall  be 
preserved  for  exclusively  agricultural,  horticultural,  educational  or  recreational 
purposes  and  that  it  shall  be  maintained  in  a manner  which  will  ensure  its  suitability 
for  its  intended  purposes. 

§ 195-91.  Independent  living  standards. 

A.  All  dwelling  units  and  common  areas  shall  be  constructed  to  be  handicap  adaptable  in 
accordance  with  Section  504  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990,  42  U.  S.  C.  § 
12204,  ANSI  A1 17.1  and  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural  Barriers 
Board. 

B.  Units  shall  contain  no  more  than  two  bedrooms. 
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C.  Units  shall  have  a maximum  habitable  living  area  of  1,600  square  feet. 

§ 195-91.1.  Affordability  standards  for  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  projects. 

The  Planning  Board  shall  only  grant  a density  bonus  for  a project  that  provides  rental  units.  The 
Planning  Board  may  grant  a density  bonus  upon  a finding  that  such  increase  is  determined  to 
promote  the  objectives  of  Article  XVII  and  according  to  one  of  the  criteria  listed  below.  Where 
there  is  more  than  one  size  or  style  of  unit  in  a project  the  affordable  units  shall  comprise  the 
same  percentage  as  market  rate  units. 

A.  One-half  of  all  additional  units  created  through  density  bonuses  shall  be  maintained  as 
affordable  units  according  to  Department  of  Housing  & Urban  Development  Section  8 
Voucher  Program  or  such  other  program  agreeable  to  the  Planning  Board,  Chelmsford 
Housing  Authority  and  the  applicant.  The  term  "affordable"  shall  be  as  defined  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Housing  and  Community  Development  for  Chelmsford. 

B.  A contribution  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44,  § 53A  for  the  creation  of  units  of  senior  and  elder 
affordable  housing. 

C.  Such  other  method  agreed  to  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  applicant. 


And  by  amending  Section  195-5,  the  Use  Regulations  Schedule,  Category  9,  Facilitated  & 
Independent  Senior  Living,  by  deleting  BA  where  it  appears  and  inserting  PB. 

;or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


ARTICLE  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter 
70,  Section  7 IF,  to  allow  for  he  establishment  of  a revolving  account  by  the  School  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  depositing  funds  received  for  tuition  payments  for  non-resident  students  and  as 
state  reimbursements  for  students  who  are  foster  care  children;  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

SUBMITTED  BY:  School  Committee 


ARTICLE  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  and  appropriate  $12,000  from  Free  Cash 
remaining  from  FY00,  or  from  the  Waste  Disposal  line  item  of  the  Waste  Collection  budget,  or 
any  combination  thereof;  to  enhance  the  position  of  Recycling  Coordinator  to  a V. * FTE  (full-time 
equivalent)  under  the  Personnel  Services  line  item  of  the  Waste  Collection  budget,  in  order  to 
allow  the  Town  to  apply  for  and  manage  Massachusetts  recycling  grants;  or  act  in  relation 
thereto. 


SUBMITTED  BY:  Petition 
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Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  25th  day  of  Sept  „ 2000. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHELMSFORD 


:.  Eliopoulos,  Chairman 


Thomas  E.  Moran,  Vice  Chairman 
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NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED  DATES 
AND  TIMES  FOR  CONTINUED  SESSIONS  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  propose  the  following  dates  and  times  for  continued 
sessions  of  the  Town  Meeting  of  October  16,  2000: 

Thursday,  October  19,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  October  23,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  October  26,  2000  at  7:30  p.m. 

If  additional  continued  sessions  are  necessary  they  shall  take  place  on  the  Monday  and 
Thursday  of  the  next  consecutive  week  until  the  meetings  are  concluded. 

Pursuant  to  General  By-laws  Article  II,  Section  4.10  Notice  these  dates  and  times  are 
proposed  and  are  subject  to  change  by  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting  Representatives. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX,  SS.  / 2 / , 2000 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit:  Town  Office 
Building  Gym,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Westlands 
School  Cafetorium,  Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle 
School  Small  Gymnasium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  Town  Office  Building 
Gym,  and  Town  Office  Building  Lobby. 


Signed: 

William  E.  Spence, 
Constable 


A True  Copy  Attest, 


William  E.  Spence, 
Constable 
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ANNUAL  FALLTOWN  MEETING 
OCTOBER  16,  2000 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  PM  at  the  Senior  Center.  The 
Moderator  Dennis  E.  McHugh  recognized  the  presence  of  a quorum.  There  were  148  Town 
Meeting  Representatives  present.  The  Moderator  pointed  out  the  fire  exits  located  in  the  room., 
and  then  went  over  the  rules  and  procedures  of  the  meeting.  He  then  asked  for  a moment  of 
silence  for  Eleanor  Parkhurst  who  had  been  known  as  the  unofficial  Town  historian. 

Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  Constable's  return  of  the 
warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the 
reading  of  the  entire  warrant  be  waived.  Motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  1.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  hear 
reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Committees. 

State  Senator  Susan  Fargo  and  State  Representative  Carol  Cleven  each  came  forward  and 
reported  on  the  various  bills  and  progress  of  events  that  had  passed  since  the  April  meeting. 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Dr  Richard  Moser  gave  a report  on  the  School  Facilities.  Selectman 
Thomas  Moran  and  Finance  Committee  member  Mary  Frantz  gave  a progress  report  of  the 
Building  Needs  Committee.  The  Town  Manager  Bernard  Lynch  explained  that  at  the  Spring 
Town  Meeting  a final  recommendation  would  be  made  to  the  Body  and  the  DRA.  Which  would 
include  a long-range  maintenance  and  capital  plan,  which  was  a priority,  also  the  funding  plan  to 
move  the  project  forward. 

Dennis  Ready  questioned  why  the  Attorney  General’s  office  rejected  the  proposed  charter 
change  concerning  the  attendance  requirements  for  Town  Meeting  Representatives  that  had  been 
voted  on  at  the  Spring  Town  Meeting.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  the  charter  change  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  as  required.  The  Town  Meeting  body  could  not  vote  to 
make  this  type  of  change.  The  Attorney  General  said  that  in  order  for  this  change  to  go  into  effect 
a Charter  Study  would  have  to  be  conducted  and  then  voted  on  by  ballot  by  the  registered  voters 
of  the  Town. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  2.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  $1,000,000  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  would  be  added  to  the  current  fund  which  contains 
roughly  $7  million  dollars  which  is  10  % of  the  operating  budget.  Due  to  the  amount  of  cash  in 
reserve,  the  Town  receives  favorable  bond  ratings  when  it  comes  to  capital  projects.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  3.  Dennis  Ready  moved  to  act  upon  this  article  after  article  22.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 
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UNDER  ARTICLE  4.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
amend  the  Fiscal  Year  2001  operating  budget  under  Article  2 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held 
on  April  24,  2000  as  follows: 


Increase  Line  Item  #3 
Decrease  Line  Item  #4 
Increase  Line  Item  #5 
Increase  Line  Item  #6 
Increase  Line  Item  #14 
Increase  Line  Item  #16 


Chelmsford  School  Department  by  $85,000 
Nashoba  Technical  High  School  by  $79,738 
Public  Safety  Personnel  by  $60,554 
Public  Safety  Expenses  by  $10,000 
Library  Personnel  by  $19,500 
Undistributed  Expenses  by  $350,000 


And  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  such  changes. 

The  Manager  explained  the  article.  Due  to  increase  in  usage  of  the  new  library  facilities, 
more  staffing  hours  are  needed.  The  Police  settled  for  a three  year  contract  with  a 3%  increase 
in  pay  the  first  year  and  3%  the  second  year  and  4%  increase  the  third  year,  additional  1 % for 
defibrillation  and  EMT  training.  There  will  be  a pay  increase  in  shift  differential,  and  an  increase 
in  uniform  allowance.  There  will  be  savings  to  the  Town  due  to  the  eventual  change  in  the  pay 
week  from  weekly  to  bi-weekly  and  the  way  vacation  time  is  computed.  The  increase  in 
undistributed  expenses  is  due  to  the  increase  in  health  and  medicare  tax. costs.  Mark  Connors, 
George  Ripsom,  James  Hickey  and  Roger  Sumner  asked  questions  regarding  the  figures.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  5.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  $93,556  from  Free  Cash  to  the  School  Department  said  funding  coming  from  Medicaid 
reimbursements. 

The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a yearly  article.  The  School  Department  researches 
and  recovers  the  funds  in  agreement  with  the  Town  that  the  reimbursements  are  turned  over  to 
them.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended 
the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  6.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  from  Free  Cash  $3,1 14  with  which  to  pay  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years. 

The  Manager  explained  that  there  were  three  outstanding  bills  from  last  fiscal  year. 
Billerica  Sports  & Marine  $244.30  for  the  Fire  Department.  Lowell  Sun  $1,727.30  for  various 
departmental  ads  and  $1,141.00  for  Tree  work.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the 
article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any 
need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried, 
unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  7.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  $65,535  from  Special  Revenue  to  the  School  Department,  said  funding  coming  from  E- 
Rate  reimbursements. 
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The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  a supplement  to  the  School  Department  budget.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  8.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  from  Free  Cash  $10,000  to  fund  the  Community  Action  Program  established  under 
Article  12  of  the  April  29,  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting.  The  purpose  of  this  program  shall  be  to 
provide  matching  funds  to  community  improvement  projects  undertaken  by  individuals  and/or 
organizations  within  the  Town  of  Chelmsford. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  is  money  used  to  startup  projects  for 
neighborhood  and  civic  groups  to  make  improvements  to  areas  in  the  Town.  Glenn  Thoren 
asked  if  the  program  was  so  successful  perhaps  more  money  should  be  applied.  The  Manager 
explained  that  even  though  it  has  been  successful  it  is  a workable  amount.  . The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a 
show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  9.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  $32,884  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Special  Revenue  account  for  the  Byam  School  Insurance 
claim. 

The  Manager  explained  that  there  had  been  a flood  at  the  Byam  School,  repairs  were 
needed  and  done  immediately.  According  to  State  law,  this  required  Town  Meeting  action  first 
before  the  work  was  done.  That  is  the  reason  for  the  article  now. . The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  10.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  approve  the 
filing  of  a petition  in  the  General  Court  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  Open  Space  Fund  for 
Chelmsford.  The  legislation  shall  read  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  There  is  hereby  established  in  the  town  of  Chelmsford  an  open  space  land 
acquisition  fund  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  and  interests  in  land  for  the  protection  of  open 
space,  public  drinking  water  supplies,  conservation  land,  the  creation  of  walking  and  bicycling 
trails,  and  the  creation  of  recreational  areas. 

SECTION  2.  The  town  shall  establish  said  fund  as  a separate  account  to  be  maintained  by  the 
treasurer.  The  following  monies  shall  be  deposited  into  said  account:  (i)  fifty  percent  of  the 
proceeds  generated  by  the  sale  of  any  land  acquired  by  the  town  of  Chelmsford  through  tax  title 
foreclosure,  (ii)  all  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  conservation  land  or  from  any  leases  of 
conservation  land,  (iii)  any  gifts  made  to  the  town  for  the  express  purpose  of  open  space 
acquisition,  (iv)  any  appropriations  made  by  Town  Meeting  to  this  fund.  The  treasurer  may 
invest  the  funds  in  such  separate  account  in  the  manner  authorized  by  sections  fifty-five  and 
fifty-five(a)  of  chapter  forty-four.  Any  interest  earned  thereon  shall  be  credited  to  and  become 
part  of  such  separate  account. 
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SECTION  3.  The  town  may  purchase  land  or  interests  therein  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
Section  1,  subject  to  appropriation.  Town  meeting  may  not  appropriate  any  money  from  said 
fund  unless  the  Board  of  Selectmen  has  first  conducted  a public  hearing  on  said  acquisition  and 
has  made  a recommendation  to  town  meeting. 


SECTION  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  passage; 

The  General  Court  may  only  make  clerical  or  editorial  changes  to  the  bill,  unless  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  approves  amendments  to  the  bill  prior  to  enactment  by  the  General  Court.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  is  hereby  authorized  to  approve  amendments,  which  shall  be  within  the  general 
public  objective  of  the  petition. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  would  allow  the  Town  to  create  an  open  space 
fund.  This  would  allow  the  Town  to  implement  the  recommendation  of  the  master  plan  to  obtain 
open  space,  by  setting  money  aside  for  this  purpose.  The  present  State  statues  do  not  warrant  this 
type  of  funding.  Dennis  Ready,  John  Wilder  and  Leonard  Richards  asked  questions. . The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  11.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  article  was  to  be 
withdrawn  at  this  time.  It  will  be  taken  up  in  the  Spring.  The  Finance  Committee  had  no 
recommendation.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  to  withdraw  the  article.  The  Moderator 
asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried.  The  article  reads  as  follows:  Town  Manager  Bernard 
F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  by  adding  a 
new  Chapter  103,  to  be  entitled  “Nuisances”,  which  chapter  provides  for  the  investigation  and 
remediation  of  nuisances. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  12.  The  Town  Manager  explained  that  there  was  no  signed  motion 
available  on  this  article,  therefore  no  action  could  be  taken  on  the  article.  The  article  read  as 
follows:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195,  Zoning, 
Section  195-3  Official  Zoning  Map,  to  change  from  lA-Industrial  to  CD  General  Commercial 
the  contiguous  parcel  known  as  235  Billerica  Road,  as  shown  on  the  Zoning  Map. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  13.  Dwight  Hayward  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  article  be 
waived.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  Motion  carried 
unanimously.  The  Manager  explained  that  this  is  the  result  of  side  streets  that  intersect  into  major 
roadways.  There  are  certain  areas  that  are  obstructed  with  greenery  or  fences,  which  makes  the 
vision  obstructed.  This  would  allow  the  Town  to  implement  fines  if  the  owner  of  the  property  in 
question  doesn’t  make  improvements  to  the  area.  A number  of  Representatives  asked  questions 
concerning  the  merits  of  the  article.  Police  Chief  Raymond  McCusker  explained  that  his  police 
officers  are  constantly  being  asked  to  address  potential  safety  hazards  at  intersections.  He  felt 
that  with  this  by-law  the  liability  would  be  on  the  homeowner  not  the  Town  if  the  property 
wasn’t  maintained  after  being  cited.The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  George  Merrill  moved  to  amend  the  article  by 
changing  the  joining  points  of  30  feet  in  the  first  paragraph  to  read  15  feet.  He  explained  that 
certain  parts  of  Chelmsford  have  smaller  neighborhood  streets,  then  other  areas  of  Town.  After 
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consulting  with  the  Town  Engineer,  the  Town  Manager  said  that  if  the  joining  points  read  20  feet 
then  it  would  be  a workable  amendment.  George  Merrill  agreed  to  change  his  motion  to  read  20 
feet.  Kathy  Howe  questioned  why  this  by-law  wasn’t  under  the  zoning  rules.  Joel  Baird  Town 
Counsel  said  it  could  come  under  the  zoning  by-law  but  felt  that  it  would  be  more  manageable  as 
a general  by-law.  Jeffrey  Stallard  questioned  the  location  of  a hedge  at  the  North  Congregational 
Church.  It  was  explained  that  each  individual  case  would  be  viewed  and  decided  upon.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  on  the  motion  to  amend  the  article  to  read  20  feet.  Motion  carried. 
Mark  Connors  questioned  who  would  enforce  the  by-law.  The  Manager  explained  that  it  would 
be  the  Police  and  Building  Inspector.  David  McLachlan  felt  that  the  by-law  should  be  defeated 
and  redrafted  and  brought  back  in  the  Spring  addressing  all  the  areas  of  the  Town.  George 
Zaharoolis  expressed  concerns  about  liability.  Barry  Balan  moved  the  question  to  stop  debate. 
The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  which  left  the  Chair  in  doubt.  He  asked 
the  tellers:  Dorothy  Frawley,  Joseph  Marcotte,  Lucy  Simonian,  and  John  Maleski  to  come 
forward  and  conduct  a hand  count.  The  Moderator  attempted  another  show  of  hands.  A majority 
vote  was  needed,  motion  carried.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  adding  a new  Article  V,  to  be  entitled  “Vision  Obstructions,”  to  Chapter 
142,  Streets  and  Sidewalks,  which  article  provides  for  certain  restrictions  on  objects  at  street 
intersections  and  penalties  for  violation  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  V 

Vision  Obstructions 


§ 142-38.  Use  restrictions 


§ 142-39.  Violations  and  penalties. 


§ 142-38.  Use  restrictions. 

In  order  to  provide  an  unobstructed  sight  distance  for  motorists,  nothing  shall  be  erected,  placed, 
planted  or  allowed  to  grow  in  such  a manner  as  to  block  vision  of  operators  of  motor  vehicles 
between  a height  of  2 lA  and  10  feet  above  grades  of  the  intersecting  streets  in  the  area  bounded 
by  the  street  lines  of  said  real  estate  and  a line  joining  points  20  feet  along  said  street  lines  from 
the  point  of  intersection  of  said  street  lines.  Buildings  existing  as  of  the  effective  date  of  this  by- 
law are  exempt  from  this  by-law. 

§ 142-39.  Violations  and  penalties. 

Any  person  who  violates  this  provision  and  after  being  notified  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in 
writing  of  such  violation,  permits  such  violation  to  continue  for  30  days  after  receipt  of  said 
notice,  may  be  punished  by  a fine  of  $50.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  each  successive  day 
during  which  any  violations  committed  or  continued  shall  be  deemed  a separate  offense. 
Violations  of  this  provision  may  be  enforced  through  noncriminal  disposition,  in  accordance  with 
MGL  c.  40,  §2  ID,  and  Article  II,  §1-2  of  the  Chelmsford  General  By-Laws.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  or  its  designee,  Chelmsford  police  officers,  and  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  may  enforce  this  section. 
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The  Moderator  made  a point  of  order.  He  wanted  the  Body  to  be  aware  that  from  time  to 
time  he  was  the  Moderator  for  the  Chelmsford  Water  District.  He  felt  it  was  necessary  to 
disclose  this  information  because  the  next  article  was  connected  to  the  Chelmsford  Water 
District. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  14.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  the  care,  custody,  management  and  control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  grant  to  the  Chelmsford  Water  District  an  interest  in  fee  simple,  or  any  lesser 
interest  including  but  not  limited  to  an  easement,  in  all  or  any  portion  of  the  land  located  off 
Smith  Street,  currently  owned  by  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  and  more  particularly  described  as 
Map  40,  Block  131,  Lot  46  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  Maps,  and  in  an  instrument  recorded  at  the 
Middlesex  North  District  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  2457,  Page  347,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  and  protecting  a new  well  and  the  well  field  to  be  established  to  supplement  the 
current  public  water  supply  and  facilities  in  existence  at  said  location,  and  to  authorize  the  Town 
Manager  to  negotiate  and  undertake  such  actions  as  required  to  grant  such  interest  on  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  Board  shall  deem  necessary  and  appropriate  and  in  the  public  interest,  for  such 
use  by  the  Chelmsford  Water  District. 

The  Manager  explained  that  this  article  was  brought  forward  by  working  with  the 
Chelmsford  Water  District  in  order  that  the  District  could  make  improvements  to  the  well  already 
established  in  the  area.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate, 
hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  15.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
transfer  the  care,  custody,  management  and  control  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  convey  in  accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  30B,  for 
consideration  to  be  determined,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  if  any,  held  by  the  Town  in  a certain 
portion  of  a parcel  of  land  on  Fifth  Avenue  shown  as  Mapl8,  Block  76,  Lot  5,  containing  3,300 
square  feet  more  or  less,  and  more  fully  described  in  a deed  recorded  in  the  Middlesex  North 
Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  6218,  Page  61. 

The  Manager  explained  that  this  land  had  been  originally  taken  for  non  payment  of  taxes. 
An  abutter  had  contacted  the  Manager  expressing  an  interest  in  purchasing  the  land.  The  land 
will  be  offered  through  the  competitive  bid  process,  all  abutters  will  be  notified.  Susan  Carter  of 
the  Planning  Board  asked  if  this  land  would  be  used  to  be  combined  with  other  land  in  order  to 
obtain  a legal  building  lot.  The  Manager  explained  that  there  would  be  a stipulation  on  the  deed 
stating  that  it  can  not  be  built  on.  The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  16.  John  Emerson  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission  explained 
that  this  is  a continuing  article  that  the  Sewer  Commission  brings  before  Town  Meeting  when  a 
new  contract  is  under  consideration.  These  land  takings  will  enable  the  Sewer  Commission  to 
continue  the  Sewer  project  in  the  most  cost  effective  and  direct  route.  John  O’Connell  began  to 

85 


read  a prepared  statement  to  the  Body  the  Moderator  explained  that  this  was  the  question  and 
answer  period.  John  O’Connell  said  that  he  felt  before  he  could  receive  an  answer  to  his 
question  he  had  to  make  some  explanatory  facts  in  order  to  get  a correct  answer  to  his  question. 
He  said  he  would  keep  it  brief,  make  his  point  and  not  express  his  opinion,  nor  would  he  urge  for 
a vote  for  or  against  the  article.  The  Moderator  thanked  him  and  Mr  O’Connell  continued  to  read 
his  statement.  He  stated  that  he  was  and  worked  as  an  engineer  for  the  past  35  years.  He  had 
submitted  an  article  to  the  local  paper  regarding  the  effect  sprinkler  and  sewer  systems  had  on  the 
water  supply.  The  article  was  based  on  information  supplied  to  him  by  the  experts.  He  felt  that 
when  he  had  asked  his  question  previously  to  a few  members  of  the  Sewer  Commission,  he  had 
been  given  the  incorrect  answer.  The  purpose  of  giving  these  facts  is  to  help  the  Commission 
give  the  correct  answer  so  that  the  Town  Meeting  Members  can  understand  the  answer  to  the 
question.  The  Moderator  explained  that  giving  facts  is  part  of  debate  portion,  he  requested  that 
Mr  O’Connell  ask  his  question.  He  further  explained  that  Mr  O’Connell  could  ask  a question 
during  the  debate  portion  of  the  article.  Mr  O’Connell  said  that  he  had  many  reasons,  that  once 
the  floor  was  open,  a Town  Meeting  Representative  would  make  a motion  to  limit  debate,  which 
would  stop  his  explanatory  remarks  from  being  heard.  He  then  requested  that  the  Moderator 
give  to  him  in  writing  the  decision  not  to  allow  him  from  presenting  the  facts  along  with  the 
Moderator’s  reasons  on  making  the  decision.  The  Moderator  said  that  he  would  allow  Mr 
O’Connell  to  remain  at  the  microphone  and  he  could  be  the  first  one  to  debate  under  the  debate 
portion.  There  are  to  be  questions  first,  then  various  recommendations,  then  there  will  be  debate. 
Mr  O’Connell  responded  by  saying  that  since  the  Moderator  would  not  allow  him  to  present  the 
facts,  he  would  not  ask  his  question.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  other  questions, 
hearing  none  he  asked  for  the  Finance  Committee’s  recommendation.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  John  O’Connell 
came  forward  and  gave  his  statement.  His  position  has  to  do  with  changing  objections.  When  the 
project  was  first  started  the  first  objective  was  to  sewer  the  worst  area’s  defined  by  court  order. 
Then  a new  objective  was  approved  to  sewer  the  entire  Town.  The  area  in  the  article  has  the 
lowest  percentage  in  failure  rate  in  systems  and  the  best  and  cleanest  wells.  Apparently  when 
this  objective  was  approved  no  consideration  was  given  on  how  the  sewer  system  would  effect 
the  wells.  He  felt  that  it  was  time  to  seize  trying  to  sewer  the  entire  Town  and  declares  that  the 
sewer  project  is  successfully  completed  and  works  towards  a new  objective  to  conserve  and 
preserve  the  Town’s  water  supply.  He  then  listed  facts  to  his  statement.  They  concerned  a 
Boston  Globe  article  about  rainwater  and  water  conservation,  the  aquifer,  costs  for  hooking  up  to 
the  remaining  sewer  systems,  and  the  cost  of  sending  the  sewage  to  the  Lowell  treatment  plan. 

He  said  that  the  State  is  looking  into  the  possibility  of  sewer  systems  depleting  water  supplies, 
which  may  result  in  returning  to  septic  systems  instead  of  sewer  systems.  He  felt  it  would  be  best 
not  to  pass  the  article  at  this  time  until  all  alternatives  if  any  are  reviewed  and  approved.  John 
Emerson,  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission  responded.  He  said  by  the  Town  having  the 
sewage  system  it  did  keep  the  property  values  high,  however  more  importantly  it  protected  the 
drinking  water  supply.  The  lakes  and  streams  had  been  cleaned  up  by  this  sewer  project.  76%  of 
the  Town  has  been  sewer.  This  has  been  done  at  five  separate  occasions,  through  open  town 
meeting,  representative  town  meeting,  and  ballot  questions.  The  objective  was  to  get  the  Town 
out  from  under  the  constraints  of  the  title  five  law.  If  this  article  doesn’t  pass  it  will  cost  more 
money  because  the  Sewer  Commission  will  have  to  go  back  and  find  alternatives  routes  in  the 
public  way  in  order  to  continue  the  project.  The  routes  chosen  are  the  most  cost  efficient,  the 
same  consultants  have  done  them,  has  completed  forty-one  contracts  already?  He  cited  other 
towns  who  stopped  their  projects  with  90%  funding.  Chelmsford  is  ahead  of  these  Towns. 
Property  values  remain  equal.  Right  now  the  average  cost  is  between  $10,000  to  $13,000  dollars 
to  sewer  a home.  That  won’t  change,  some  area  cost  more  than  others,  in  Mr  O’Connell’s  area, 
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which  had  a great  amount  of  ledge  the  cost,  was  $22,000  per  home.  Due  to  other  areas  being 
less  it  brought  down  the  cost.  Mr  Emerson  read  a letter  from  the  state  DEP  saying  that  no 
significant  change  would  result  in  the  water  table  from  this  project.  Mr  Emerson  asked  for 
support  of  the  article.  Dennis  Ready  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  Representative  Carol  Cleven 
said  that  the  State  is  looking  at  some  areas  of  the  State  where  the  water  table  is  very  low,  like  the 
Ipswich  River  area.  Septic  systems  will  be  allowed,  and  the  title  five  guidelines  which  do  not 
give  very  much  back  if  an  expensive  replacement  must  be  made.  She  urged  for  support  of  the 
article.  John  O’Connell  stated  that  his  septic  system  was  reliable,  he  felt  that  it  was  an  unneeded 
expense.  When  asked  how  many  systems  on  his  street  had  failed  he  was  told  about  four  to  five. 
Kathy  Howe  noted  that  people  should  know  that  just  because  the  system  is  working  i.e.  toilet 
flushing,  doesn’t  mean  it  won’t  fail.  It  needs  to  be  inspected  to  verify  that  it  is  in  fact  a working 
system,  which  means  that  pollutants  aren’t  going  into  the  ground.  Leonard  Richards  made  a 
motion  to  move  the  question.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate?  Hearing 
none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried.  The  Moderator  then  asked 
for  a vote  on  the  article  by  way  show  of  hands.  A 2/3 ’s  vote  is  required  and  he  declared  the 
motion  carried  by  recognizing  the  2/3 ’s  by-law.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

John  P.  Emerson,  Jr,  Chairman  of  the  Sewer  Commission,  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and/or  the  Sewer  Commissioners  to  acquire  any  and  all 
temporary  and/or  permanent  easements,  and  any  property  in  fee  simple  with  the  buildings  and 
trees  thereon  by  purchase,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  for  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further  described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled  “Plan  of 
Sewer  Easements  in  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  Dennison  Road/Locke  Road  Area  - Phase  4C 
Sewers”,  a copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein 
by  reference,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  sewers,  pumping  stations,  and  all 
other  appurtenances  thereto. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  17.  Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  waive  the  reading  of  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  Town  Manager 
explained  that  the  article  was  to  be  amended  under  section  10-2  Use  restrictions  section  B.  to 
change  the  wording  special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals  to  read  special  license  from  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  He  explained  that  currently  these  licenses  are  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  He  asked  that  Police  Chief  Raymond  McCusker  come  forward  to  further  explain  the 
article.  Chief  McCusker  explained  that  this  would  not  restrict  the  machines  from  being  in  Town, 
it  would  however,  required  them  to  be  on  record  and  inspected  by  the  Town.  It  has  been  a 
known  fact  with  area  Police  Departments  to  have  machines  look  like  one  thing  and  in  reality  be 
the  type  of  machines  used  for  gambling.  By  requiring  all  machines  to  be  registered  and  inspected 
Police  would  be  able  to  stop  the  public’s  usage  of  any  illegal  machines.  Selectman  Michael 
McCall  moved  to  further  amend  the  article  Section  10-1  section  B subsection  (1)  by  adding  the 
word  may  after  the  word  which,  Automatic  amusement  devices  which  may. . . The  Moderator 
asked  if  there  was  any  need  to  debate?  Hearing  none,,  he  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the 
motion  to  change  the  wording  to  be  special  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Motion  carried. 
He  then  asked  for  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  to  add  the  word  may.  Motion  carried.  The 
Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way 
of  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  as  amended,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  articles  reads 
as  follows: 

Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  by  adding  a new  Chapter  10,  to  be  entitled  “Amusement  Devices, 
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Automatic,”  which  chapter  provides  for  certain  restrictions  on  automatic  amusement  licenses 
issued  by  the  Town  and  penalties  for  violation. 

CHAPTER  10 

AMUSEMENT  DEVICES,  AUTOMATIC 


§10-1.  License  required;  features  promoting  misuse.  § 10-3.  Violations  and  penalties. 
§ 10-2.  Use  Restrictions.  § 10-4.  Severability 


§ 10-1.  License  required;  features  promoting  misuse. 

A.  In  accordance  with  MGL  c.  140,  § 177A,  as  amended  from  time  to  time,  any  individual  or 
business  desiring  to  keep  and  operate  an  automatic  amusement  device  for  hire,  gain  or  reward 
shall  secure  an  annual  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

B.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  not  grant  a license  for  any  automatic  amusement  device  that 
presents  a risk  of  misuse  as  a gaming  device. 

(1)  Automatic  amusement  devices  which  may  present  a risk  of  misuse  as  gaming  devices  are 
those  devices  which  have  one  or  more  of  the  following  features: 

(a)  The  device  involves  matching  random  numbers,  patterns  or  cards. 

(b)  The  device  accumulates  more  than  26  plays. 

(c)  The  device  is  equipped  with  a “knock  off’  switch,  button  or  similar  device  that  resets  the 
total  pionts  won  as  shown  on  the  video  screen  and  adds  these  points  to  a second  meter 
and/or  recording  device. 

(d)  The  device  has  a mechanism  for  adjusting  the  odds. 

(e)  The  device  has  a remote  control  feature  that  can  reset  the  device  from  another  location. 

(f)  The  device  is  capable  of  returning  money  to  the  player,  other  than  the  change  for  the 
excess  amount  put  in. 

(g)  The  device  permits  a player  to  pay  for  more  than  one  game  at  a time. 

(2)  Each  game  on  the  device  shall  cost  exactly  the  same  amount  for  each  player,  and  no  player 
may  change  any  aspect  of  the  game  by  paying  a different  amount  than  any  other  player 
before  or  during  the  game. 

(3)  There  shall  be  no  metering  device  that  accounts  for  both  money/points  in  and  money/points 
out. 


§ 10-2.  Use  restrictions. 
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A.  The  maximum  number  of  automatic  amusement  devices  allowed  on  any  single  business 
premises  shall  be  four,  except  in  the  case  of  duly  licensed  arcades  and  amusement  parks. 

B.  Any  individual  or  business  desiring  more  than  four  automatic  amusement  devices  on  a single 
business  premises  shall  require  a special  license  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

§ 10-3.  Enforcement;  violations  and  penalties. 

A.  The  enforcing  authority  under  this  chapter  shall  be  the  Chelmsford  Police  Department. 

B.  All  licenses  for  automatic  amusement  devices  granted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  be 
subject  to  inspection  by  the  Chelmsford  Police  Department  to  ensure  conformance  with 
submitted  application  information  and  local  code  requirements. 

C.  Any  unlicensed  automatic  amusement  device  shall  be  subject  to  immediate  seizure  by  the 
Chelmsford  Police  Department. 

D.  Violation  of  this  chapter  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of  $250,  with  each  unlicensed  amusement 
device  constituting  a separate  offense. 

§ 10-4.  Severability. 

The  provisions  of  this  chapter  are  declared  to  be  severable,  and  if  any  section,  subsection, 
sentence,  clause  or  part  thereof  is,  for  any  reason,  held  to  be  invalid  or  unconstitutional  by  a court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  remaining  sections, 
subsections,  sentences,  clauses  or  part  of  the  chapter. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  18.  Selectman  Philip  Eliopoulos  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  eminent  domain,  or  otherwise,  the  property  located  in  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  and  further  described  and  shown  on  a set  of  plans  entitled 
“Chelmsford  Center  Project  05809,  prepared  by  Vanasse  Hangen  Brustlin,  Inc.,”  a copy  of  which 
is  on  file  in  the  Office  of  the  Town  Engineer  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference,  for  the 
purpose  of  Central  Square  Improvements;  and  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  $10,000  for  said 
acquisition. 

The  Town  Manager  showed  a overhead  view  of  the  project.  He  explained  that  the  areas 
shaded  are  the  areas  being  addressed  in  the  article.  Three  privately  owned  properties.  There  are 
two  sidewalk  areas  in  Central  Square  and  a piece  of  land  in  front  of  the  current  Mobil  gas  station. 
The  areas  look  like  Town  owned  land  by  way  of  appearance,  however  they  are  in  fact  owned  by 
the  direct  abutters.  In  order  for  the  work  to  be  done  these  areas  must  be  under  the  Town’s 
jurisdiction,  the  Town  needs  to  take  control  of  these  areas.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article.  George  Merrill  of 
the  Historical  Commission  sited  that  these  proposed  project  will  change  the  characteristic  of  the 
center.  It  will  lose  that  small  town  effect.  Linda  Prescott,  Chairman  of  the  Historical 
Commission  said  that  the  State  had  sent  the  Commission  different  information  regarding  the  land 
taking  in  other  areas  of  the  project,  and  wanted  their  recommendation.  Clinton  Barlow,  Pastor 
of  the  Central  Baptist  Church  questioned  if  the  sidewalk  width  in  front  of  the  residence  and 
church  would  be  reduced  in  size??  The  Manager  said  it  would  not.  More  discussion  took  place. 
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The  Moderator  reminded  the  Body  that  the  discussion  and  questions  are  to  limited  to  the  three 
areas  on  the  motion.  Any  other  areas  of  the  project  are  not  relevant.  The  Moderator  asked  if 
there  was  any  need  for  futher  discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands.  A 2/3 ’s  vote  is  required,  the  Moderator  declared  the  motion  carried  by  recognizing  the 
2/3’ s vote  by-law. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  19.  Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  waive  the  reading  of  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  Andrew  Sheehan  of  the 
Master  Plan  Committee  explained  the  article.  The  purpose  of  the  article  was  to  update  the  by- 
law to  reflect  the  lighting  improvements  now  available  through  new  technology.  The  Finance 
Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the  article. 
Christopher  Garraghan,  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  read  the  Board’s  recommendation.  The 
Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held  a public  hearing  on  September  27,  2000  on  the 
above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a legal  notice  in  the  Lowell  Sun  on  September  12,  2000 
and  September  19,  2000.  A copy  of  the  advertisement  was  sent  to  all  abutting  municipalities  and 
the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  40A,  Section  5. 
The  public  hearing  for  this  article  was  continued  to  the  meeting  on  October  11,  2000.  It  is  the 
Board’s  opinion  the  proposed  article  would  bring  the  outdoor  lighting  requirements  in  line  with 
current  lighting  technology.  Therefore,  in  keeping  with  the  general  intention  of  the  zoning  by- 
law in  the  development  of  the  community,  the  Planning  Board  voted  unanimously  (7-0)  to 
recommend  this  article.  Kelly  Beatty  asked  for  support  of  the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if 
there  was  any  need  to  hear  further  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

Robert  Morse  Chairman  of  the  Master  Plan  Committee  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195,  Zoning,  Section  195-34  Outdoor  Lighting,  by  deleting  the 
existing  section  which  reads: 

§ 195-34.  Outdoor  lighting. 

A.  Overspill.  Illuminated  signs,  parking  lot  lighting,  building  floodlighting  or  other  exterior 
lighting  shall  be  so  designed  and  arranged  that  its  collective  result  does  not  create  so  much 
light  overspill  onto  adjacent  premises  that  it  casts  observable  shadows  and  so  that  it  does  not 
create  glare  from  unshielded  light  sources. 

B.  Unless  all  the  following  are  met,  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  above  performance 
requirements  are  not  satisfied.  The  Board  of  Appeals  may  grant  a special  permit  for  lighting 
which  does  not  comply  with  these  specifications  if  it  determines  that  the  performance 
standards  of  Subsection  A will  still  be  met  and  if  the  applicant  documents  that  brightness  of 
any  sign  or  building  element  will  not  exceed  20  foot  lamberts  in  residential  districts  or  50 
foot  lamberts  in  other  districts. 

(1)  Internally  illuminated  signs  on  the  premises  collectively  total  not  more  than  200  watts  unless 
not  exceeding  15,000  lumens. 

(2)  Externally  illuminated  signs  employ  only  shielded  lights  fixed  within  three  feet  of  the 
surface  they  illuminate. 

(3)  Building  floodlighting  totals  not  more  than  2,000  watts  unless  not  exceeding  50,000  lumens. 

(4)  Exterior  lighting  fixtures  other  than  signs  are  mounted  not  more  than  20  feet  high. 
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C.  Hours.  No  sign  or  building  in  any  residential  district  or  within  300  feet  of  any  residential 
district  if  within  sight  from  it  shall  be  illuminated  between  the  hours  of  11:00  p.m.  and  7:00 
a.m.  unless  indicating  an  establishment  open  to  the  public  during  those  hours. 

D.  Movement.  No  flashing,  moving  or  revolving  lights  shall  be  maintained. 

and  inserting  the  following: 

§ 195-34.  Outdoor  illumination. 

A.  Purpose.  This  section  recognizes  the  benefits  of  outdoor  lighting  and  provides  clear 
guidelines  for  its  installation,  so  as  to  help  maintain  and  complement  the  character  of  the 
Town.  The  intent  of  this  section  is  to  encourage  lighting  that  provides  safety,  utility  and 
security;  prevent  glare  on  public  roadways;  protect  the  privacy  of  residents;  promote  energy 
efficient  outdoor  lighting;  and  to  reduce  atmospheric  light  pollution. 

B.  Applicability.  The  requirements  of  this  section  shall  apply  to  any  new  construction.  With 
the  exception  of  single  family  dwellings  and  two  family  dwellings,  if  modifications  or 
additions  exceed  25%  of  the  gross  floor  area,  dwelling  units,  or  parking  spaces,  all  lighting 
on  the  property  shall  be  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section.  For  the  purposes 
of  this  section,  if  the  aggregate  of  any  additions  or  modifications  within  the  five  previous 
calendar  years  exceeds  25%,  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply.  The  requirements  of 
this  section  may  be  reduced  by  special  permit  issued  by  the  Planning  Board  upon  a finding 
that  such  reduction  will  not  detract  from  the  objectives  of  this  section. 

C.  Standards. 

Any  luminaire  with  a lamp  or  lamps  rated  at  a total  of  more  than  2,000  lumens,  and  all  flood  or 

spot  luminaires  with  a lamp  or  lamps  rated  at  a total  of  more  than  1 ,000  lumens,  shall  be  of  a full 

cutoff  design,  with  the  lamp  or  lamps  surrounded  and  shielded  such  that 

(1)  no  direct  light  is  emitted  above  a horizontal  plane  through  the  lowest  part  of  the  luminaire 
emitting  direct  light.  If  any  spot  or  flood  luminaire  rated  1 ,000  lumens  or  less  is  directed 
or  focused  such  as  to  cause  direct  light  from  the  luminaire  to  be  cast  toward  residential 
buildings  on  adjacent  or  nearby  land,  or  to  create  glare  perceptible  to  persons  operating 
motor  vehicles  on  public  ways,  the  luminaire  shall  be  redirected  or  its  light  output 
controlled  as  necessary  to  eliminate  such  conditions. 

(2)  Illuminated  signs,  parking  lot  lighting,  building  floodlighting  or  other  exterior  lighting 
shall  be  so  designed  and  arranged  that  their  collective  result  does  not  create  so  much  light 
overspill  onto  adjacent  premises  that  it  casts  observable  shadows  and  so  that  it  does  not 
create  glare  from  unshielded  light  sources. 

(3)  Luminaires  used  primarily  for  sign  illumination  may  be  mounted  at  any  height  to  a 
maximum  of  25  feet,  regardless  of  lumen  rating. 

(4)  The  maximum  height  of  the  luminaire  shall  not  exceed  25  feet.  A maximum  luminaire 
height  of  35  feet  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a 
finding  that  the  increase  in  luminaire  height  will  not  negatively  impact  abutting 
properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential  purposes. 

(5)  Internally  illuminated  signs  on  the  premises  shall  collectively  total  no  more  than  15,000 
lumens. 
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(6)  No  sign  or  building  in  any  residential  district  or  within  300  feet  of  any  residential  district 
if  within  sight  from  it  shall  be  illuminated  between  the  hours  of  1 1 :00  p.m.  and  7:00  a.m. 
unless  indicating  an  establishment  open  to  the  public  during  those  hours. 

(7)  Luminaires  intended  solely  to  illuminate  any  freestanding  sign  or  the  walls  of  any 
building  shall  be  shielded  so  that  its  direct  light  is  confined  to  the  surface  of  such  sign  or 
building,  and  its  lumen  output  shall  be  such  that  the  average  illumination  on  the  ground 
or  on  any  vertical  surface  is  not  greater  than  0.5  footcandle  or  five  lux. 

(8)  No  flashing,  moving  or  revolving  lights  shall  be  maintained. 

D.  Exceptions. 

(1)  All  temporary  emergency  lighting  needed  by  the  Police  or  Fire  Departments  or  other 
emergency  services,  as  well  as  all  vehicular  luminaires,  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
requirements  of  this  article. 

(2)  All  hazard-warning  luminaires  required  by  federal  regulatory  agencies  are  exempt  from 
the  requirements  of  this  article,  except  that  all  luminaires  used  shall  be  red  and  shall  be 
shown  to  be  as  close  as  possible  to  the  federally  required  minimum  lumen  output 
requirement  for  the  specific  task. 

(3)  Luminaires  used  to  illuminate  nighttime  sporting  events  shall  not  exceed  35  feet.  A 
greater  luminaire  height  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon 
a finding  that  the  increase  in  luminaire  height  will  not  negatively  impact  abutting 
properties,  particularly  property  used  or  zoned  for  residential  purposes.  Such  luminaires 
shall  not  be  illuminated  after  1 1 :00  p.m. 

E.  Submission.  The  applicant  for  any  permit  under  this  section  shall  submit  evidence  that  the 
proposed  work  will  comply  with  this  section.  The  submission  shall  contain,  but  shall  not 
necessarily  be  limited  to,  the  following: 

(1)  Plans  indicating  the  location  on  the  premises  of  each  illuminating  device,  both  existing  and 
proposed. 

(2)  Description  of  all  illuminating  devices,  fixtures,  lamps,  supports,  reflectors,  both  existing  and 
proposed.  The  description  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  catalog  cuts  and  illustrations  by 
manufacturers  (including  sections  where  required). 

(3)  Photometric  data,  such  as  that  furnished  by  manufacturers,  or  similar  showing  the  angle  of 
cut  off  of  light  emissions. 

F.  Definitions.  The  terms  used  in  this  Bylaw  shall  be  defined  as  follows: 

DIRECT  LIGHT—  Light  emitted  directly  from  the  lamp,  off  the  reflector  or  reflector  diffuser,  or 
through  the  refractor  or  diffuser  lens  of  a luminaire. 

FIXTURE—  The  assembly  that  houses  the  lamp  or  lamps,  which  can  include  all  or  some  of  the 
following  parts:  a housing,  a mounting  bracket  or  pole  socket,  a lamp  holder,  a ballast,  a reflector 
or  mirror  and/or  a refractor  or  lens. 

FLOOD  OR  SPOT  LIGHT  tor  LUMINAIREV-  Any  light  fixture  or  lamp  that  incorporates  a 
reflector  or  a refractor  to  concentrate  the  light  output  into  a directed  beam  in  a particular 
direction. 
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FULL  CUTOFF—  A luminaire  designed  with  an  opaque  shield  surrounding  and  extending  below 
the  lamp,  such  that  no  direct  light  is  emitted  above  a horizontal  plane. 

GLARE—  Light  emitting  from  a luminaire  with  an  intensity  great  enough  to  reduce  a viewer’s 
ability  to  see  and  in  extreme  cases  causing  momentary  blindness. 

HEIGHT  OF  LUMINAIRE—  The  vertical  distance  from  the  ground  directly  below  the  center  line 
of  the  luminaire  to  the  lowest  direct-light-emitting  part  of  the  luminaire. 

LAMP—  The  component  of  a luminaire  that  produces  light. 

LUMEN—  A unit  of  luminous  flux.  One  footcandle  is  one  lumen  per  square  foot;  one  lux  is  one 
lumen  per  square  meter.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Bylaw,  the  lumen-output  value  shall  be  the 
initial  lumen  output  rating  of  a lamp. 

LUMINAIRE-  A complete  lighting  system;  that  is,  a lamp  (or  lamps)  and  a fixture. 

OUTDOOR  LIGHTING—  The  nighttime  illumination  of  an  outside  area  or  object  by  any  device 
located  outdoors  that  produces  light  by  any  means. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  20.  Dwight  Hayward  moved  to  waive  the  reading  of  the  article.  The 
Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried,  unanimously.  Robert  Morse  Chairman  of 
the  Master  Plan  Committee,  explained  the  article.  He  explained  that  it  has  been  four  years  since 
the  last  update  was  made  to  the  Senior  Living  by-law.  He  cited  the  areas  that  would  be 
addressed.  Special  permit  process,  RM  zone  standards,  two  times  building  height  front  set  back, 
handicap  adaptability  vs  acessibility.  The  by-law  would  add  incentives  for  Building  affordable 
Senior  Housing.  This  would  be  for  rental  projects  only,  reduce  open  space  requirment,  allows  up 
to  six  units  per  acre,  half  of  all  additional  units  must  be  affordable  Senior  housing  (maintained  by 
the  Chelmsford  Housing  Authority.  Under  Independent  Living  Standards  the  maximun  of  two 
bedrooms,  maximum  habitable  living  area  of  1600  square  feet.  Residential  use  allow  in 
nonresidntial  districts.  In  the  IA  (limited  Industrial  District)  and  all  commerical  districts. 

The  Finance  Committee  had  no  recommendation  on  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recommended  the  article.  Christopher  Garrahan,  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  read  the 
Board’s  recommendation.  The  Planning  Board  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford  held  a public  hearing 
on  September  27,  2000  on  the  above  mentioned  article  after  advertising  a legal  notice  in  the 
Lowell  Sun  on  September  12,  2000  and  September  19,  2000.  A copy  of  the  advertisement  was 
sent  to  all  abutting  municipalities  and  the  appropriate  agencies,  as  required  in  the  Massachusetts 
General  Law,  Chapter  40A,  Section  5.  The  public  hearing  for  this  article  was  continued  to  the 
meeting  on  October  11,  2000.  It  is  the  Board’s  opinion  the  proposed  article  would  promote  the 
building  of  additional  affordable  senior  living  facilities  within  the  town.  Therefore,  in  keeping 
with  the  general  intention  of  the  zoning  bylaw  in  the  development  of  the  community,  the 
Planning  Board  voted  unanimously  (6-1)  to  recommend  this  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if 
there  was  any  need  to  hear  further  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote  by  way  of  a show  of 
hands.  Motion  carried,  unanimously.  The  article  reads  as  follows: 

Robert  Morse  Chairman  of  the  Master  Plan  Committee,  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the 
Chelmsford  Code,  Chapter  195,  Zoning,  Article  XVII  Facilitated  7 Senior  Living  Facilities,  by 
deleting  Article  XVII  which  reads: 
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ARTICLE  XVII 

Facilitated  and  Independent  Senior  Living  Facilities 


§ 195-87.  Purpose. 

Facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  facilities  are  allowed  in  a variety  of  zoning  districts  by 
special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals.  The  intent  of  this  chapter  is  to  provide  the  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  the  types  of  multifamily  and  communal  housing  most  beneficial  for  the 
senior  and  elder  population  of  Chelmsford. 

A.  Facilitated  living  facilities  provide  private  or  communal  lodging  for  persons  requiring 
limited  medical  attention  or  supervision  and  who  ordinarily  are  ambulatory.  These 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  assisted  living  facilities,  Alzheimer's  facilities  and 
congregate  living  facilities. 

B.  Independent  senior  living  facilities  are  intended  to  provide  a safe,  suitable  age-restricted 
dwelling  unit  for  a senior  couple  or  individual  who  is  able  to  live  independently.  Open 
space  preservation  is  an  important  facet  of  independent  senior  living  projects  and  is 
meant  to  provide  the  residents  of  the  project  with  opportunities  for  active  and  passive 
recreation. 


§ 195-88.  Dimensional  standards.  [Amended  10-21-1999  ATM  by  Art.  28] 

The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living 
facilities: 


RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CV 

IA 

Minimum  lot  area  (acres)1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

Minimum  lot  width  (feet) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (feet) 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

Minimum  frontage  (feet) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (feet)2 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (feet) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (feet) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation 
(feet) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

35% 

Maximum  building  height 
(feet) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 
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Minimum  open  space, 
independent  senior  living 


10%  30%  30%  30%  30% 


30% 


30% 


Maximum  number  of  units  per 
acre,  facilitated  living3 


7 7 7 7 


7 7 7 


Maximum  number  of  units  per  7444474 

acre,  independent  senior 

living4 


NOTES: 

’A  smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
smaller  lot  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  article. 

2Or  twice  the  building  height,  whichever  is  greater. 

3Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
increase  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  article. 

Exclusive  of  open  space  requirements.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus 
wetlands/floodplain  not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals 
maximum  number  of  units  per  tract. 

§ 195-89.  General  standards. 

A.  The  entire  site  shall  be  of  a size  and  shape  as  shall  provide  a housing  site  that  will  be  in 
harmony  with  the  natural  terrain  and  other  features  of  the  site  and  will  preserve  natural 
vistas  and  the  character  of  the  neighborhood. 

B.  No  site  on  a plan  for  which  an  approval  is  granted  under  this  article  may  be  subdivided  so 
as  to  create  additional  lots.  A notation  to  that  effect  shall  be  shown  on  the  site  plan. 

C.  Sites  abutting  residentially  zoned  land  shall  provide  a landscaped  buffer  strip  50  feet  in 
width  or  a strip  as  set  forth  in  s.  195-43,  whichever  is  larger,  to  provide  adequate 
screening  for  adjacent  properties.  No  structure,  driveway,  parking  area  or  sidewalk  shall 
be  located  in  the  landscaped  buffer  strip.  A smaller  buffer  may  be  allowed  by  special 
permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  buffer  is  determined  to  promote  the 
objectives  of  this  article. 

D.  Driveways  and  parking  areas  within  the  development  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  Article  V,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading.  Sidewalks  conforming  to  the  Planning 
Board's  subdivision  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board. 1 
Additional  requirements  linking  pedestrian  circulation  systems  may  be  required  by  the 
Planning  Board. 


1 Editor's  Note:  See  Ch.  202,  Subdivision  of  Land. 
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E.  Buildings  shall  be  designed  to  be  complementary  in  exterior  design  with  each  other  and 
with  the  existing  neighborhood  in  which  the  facility  is  located.  Dwellings  constructed 
under  this  article  shall  not  be  eligible  for  subsequent  conversion  to  conventional 
apartments,  with  the  exception  of  projects  in  the  RM  District. 

F.  The  method(s)  of  implementing  age  restrictions  of  seniors  and  elders  must  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  and  the  Planning  Board. 

G.  The  Planning  Board  may  set  additional  site  security  and  safety  requirements  as  deemed 
necessary  to  ensure  the  security  and  safety  of  the  residents  of  the  facility. 

§ 195-90.  Open  space  requirements. 

The  minimum  required  open  space  set  forth  in  s.  195-88  shall  be  contiguous  open  space, 
excluding  required  yards  and  buffer  areas.  Such  open  space  may  be  separated  by  the  road(s) 
constructed  within  the  site.  The  percentage  of  the  open  space  which  is  wetlands,  as  defined 
pursuant  to  MGL  c.  131,  s.  40,  shall  not  normally  exceed  the  percentage  of  the  tract  which  is 
wetlands;  provided,  however,  that  the  applicant  may  include  a greater  percentage  of  wetlands  in 
the  open  space  upon  a demonstration  that  such  inclusion  promotes  the  purposes  set  forth  in  this 
Article  XVII. 

A.  The  required  open  space  shall  be  used  for  conservation,  historic  preservation  and  education, 
outdoor  education,  recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry,  or  for  a 
combination  of  these  uses,  and  shall  be  served  by  suitable  access  for  such  purposes. 

B.  The  required  open  space  shall  remain  unbuilt  upon,  provided  that  10%  of  such  open  space 
may  be  paved  or  built  upon  for  structures  accessory  to  the  dedicated  use  or  uses  of  such  open 
space,  pedestrian  walks  and  bike  paths. 

C.  Underground  utilities  to  serve  the  site  may  be  located  within  the  required  open  space. 

D.  The  required  open  space  shall,  at  the  Planning  Board's  election,  be  conveyed  to: 

(1)  The  Town  of  Chelmsford  or  its  Conservation  Commission. 

(2)  A nonprofit  organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which  is  the  conservation  of 
open  space  and  any  of  the  purposes  for  such  open  space  set  forth  above. 

(3)  A corporation  or  trust  owned  jointly  or  in  common  by  the  owners  of  lots  within 
the  site.  If  such  corporation  or  trust  is  utilized,  ownership  thereof  shall  pass  with 
conveyance  of  the  lots  in  perpetuity.  Maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities 
shall  be  permanently  guaranteed  by  such  corporation  or  trust  which  shall  provide 
for  mandatory  assessments  for  maintenance  expenses  to  each  lot. 

(a)  Each  such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  allow  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  to  perform  maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities,  if 
the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  provide  adequate  maintenance,  and  shall  grant  the 
town  an  easement  for  this  purpose.  In  such  event,  the  town  shall  first  provide  14 
days'  written  notice  to  the  trust  or  corporation  as  to  the  inadequate  maintenance, 
and,  if  the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  complete  such  maintenance,  the  town  may 
perform  it.  The  owner  of  each  lot  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  the  town 
filing  a lien  against  each  lot  in  the  development  for  the  full  cost  of  such 
maintenance,  which  liens  shall  be  released  upon  payment  to  the  town  of  same. 
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(b)  Each  individual  deed,  and  the  deed  or  trust  or  articles  of  incorporation,  shall 
include  provisions  designed  to  effect  these  provisions.  Documents  creating  such 
trust  or  corporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board  for  approval  and 
shall  thereafter  be  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

E.  Any  proposed  open  space,  unless  conveyed  to  the  Town  or  its  Conservation 
Commission,  shall  be  subject  to  a recorded  restriction  enforceable  by  the  Town, 
provided  that  such  land  shall  be  perpetually  kept  in  an  open  state,  that  it  shall  be 
preserved  for  exclusively  agricultural,  horticultural,  educational  or  recreational 
purposes  and  that  it  shall  be  maintained  in  a manner  which  will  ensure  its  suitability 
for  its  intended  purposes. 

§ 195-91.  Compliance  with  accessibility  standards. 

A minimum  of  33%  of  the  units  in  a project  shall  comply  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 

Act  (ADA)  accessibility  standards  to  all  living  areas. 

and  inserting  the  following: 


ARTICLE  XVII 

Facilitated  and  Independent  Senior  Living  Facilities 


§ 197-87.  Purpose. 

Facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  facilities  are  allowed  in  a variety  of  zoning  districts  by 
special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board.  The  intent  of  the  by-law  is  to  provide  the  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  the  types  of  multifamily  and  communal  housing  most  beneficial  for  the 
senior  and  elder  population  of  Chelmsford.  The  provision  of  senior  affordable  housing  is  an 
important  goal  of  the  bylaw. 

A.  Facilitated  living  facilities  provide  private  or  communal  lodging  for  persons  requiring  limited 
medical  attention  or  supervision  and  who  ordinarily  are  ambulatory.  These  include,  but  are 
not  limited  to,  assisted  living  facilities,  Alzheimer's  facilities  and  congregate  living  facilities. 

B.  Independent  senior  living  facilities  are  intended  to  provide  a safe,  suitable  age-restricted 
dwelling  unit  for  a senior  couple  or  individual  who  are  able  to  live  independently.  Open 
space  preservation  is  an  important  facet  of  independent  senior  living  projects  and  is  meant  to 
provide  the  residents  of  the  project  with  opportunities  for  active  and  passive  recreation. 
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§ 195-88.  Dimensional  standards. 

The  following  dimensional  standards  shall  apply  to  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living 
facilities: 


RM 

CA 

CB 

CC 

CD 

CV 

IA 

Minimum  lot  area  (acres)1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

7 

Minimum  lot  width  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  lot  depth  (ft.) 

150 

125 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

Minimum  frontage  (ft.) 

150 

125 

150 

200 

50 

50 

150 

Minimum  front  yard  (ft.) 

40 

20 

60 

60 

20 

20 

40 

Minimum  side  yard  (ft.) 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  rear  yard  (ft.) 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Minimum  building  separation  (ft.) 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Maximum  building  coverage  (%) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Maximum  building  height  (ft.) 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Minimum  open  space  - 
independent  senior  living  (%)4 

0 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - 
facilitated  living2 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Maximum  number  of  units  per  acre  - 
independent  senior  living 

8 

43 

43 

43 

43 

7 

43 

1 A smaller  lot  size  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where  such 
smaller  lot  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this  Article  XVII. 

2 Up  to  10  units  per  acre  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  where 
increase  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  oi  this  Article  XVII  and  shall  meet  the 
criteria  of  § 195-91.1 

3 Exclusive  of  open  space  requirement.  Tract  size  minus  open  space  requirement  minus 
wetlands/floodplain  not  included  in  open  space  requirement  times  units  per  acre  equals 
maximum  number  of  units  per  tract.  Total  may  be  increased  to  six  units  per  acre  by 
special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a finding  that  the  density  increase  will  not 
be  detrimental  to  the  intent  of  the  bylaw  and  shall  meet  the  criteria  of  § 195-91.1. 

4.  May  be  partially  or  completely  reduced  by  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board  upon  a 
finding  that  the  reduction  of  the  open  space  requirement  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
intent  of  the  bylaw  and  shall  meet  the  criteria  of  § 195-91 . 1 . 
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§ 195-89.  General  standards. 

A.  The  entire  site  shall  be  a size  and  shape  as  shall  provide  a housing  site  that  will  be  in 
harmony  with  the  natural  terrain  and  other  features  of  the  site  and  will  preserve  natural  vistas 
and  the  character  of  the  neighborhood. 

B.  No  site  on  a plan  for  which  an  approval  is  granted  under  this  section  may  be  subdivided  so  as 
to  create  additional  lots.  A notation  to  that  effect  shall  be  shown  on  the  site  plan. 

C.  Sites  abutting  residentially  zoned  land  shall  provide  a landscaped  buffer  strip  50  feet  in  width 
or  a strip  as  set  forth  in  § 195-43,  whichever  is  larger,  to  provide  adequate  screening  for 
adjacent  properties.  No  structure,  driveway,  parking  area  or  sidewalk  shall  be  located  in  the 
landscaped  buffer  strip.  A smaller  buffer  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  from  the 
Planning  Board  where  such  smaller  buffer  is  determined  to  promote  the  objectives  of  this 
Article  XVII. 

D.  Driveways  and  parking  areas  within  the  development  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance  with 
Article  V,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading.  Sidewalks  conforming  to  the  Planning  Board 
Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations  shall  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board.  Additional 
requirements  linking  pedestrian  circulation  systems  may  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board. 

E.  Buildings  shall  be  designed  to  be  complementary  in  exterior  design  with  each  other  and  with 
the  existing  neighborhood  in  which  the  facility  is  located.  Dwellings  constructed  under  this 
section  shall  not  be  eligible  for  subsequent  conversion  to  conventional  apartments  with  the 
exception  of  projects  in  the  RM  District. 

F.  The  method(s)  of  implementing  age  restrictions  of  seniors  and  elders  shall  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Planning  Board. 

G.  The  Planning  Board  may  set  additional  site  security  and  safety  requirements  as  deemed 
necessary  to  ensure  the  security  and  safety  of  the  residents  of  the  facility. 

H.  Adaptability  requirements  for  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  projects. 

All  units  shall  be  constructed  to  be  handicap  adaptable  according  to  the  standards  of 
Section  504  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990,  42  U.  S.  C.  § 12204  and 
ANSI  A1 17.1. 

I.  Developments  approved  as  rental  projects  shall  not  be  converted  to  condominiums. 

§ 195-90.  Open  space  requirements. 

The  minimum  required  open  space  set  forth  in  § 195-88  shall  be  contiguous  open  space, 
excluding  required  yards  and  buffer  areas.  Such  open  space  may  be  separated  by  the  road(s) 
constructed  within  the  site.  The  percentage  of  the  open  space  which  is  wetlands,  as  defined 
pursuant  to  MGL  c.  131,  § 40,  shall  not  normally  exceed  the  percentage  of  the  tract  which  is 
wetlands;  provided,  however,  that  the  applicant  may  include  a greater  percentage  of  wetlands  in 
the  open  space  upon  a demonstration  that  such  inclusion  promotes  the  purposes  set  forth  in  this 
Article  XVII. 

A.  The  required  open  space  shall  be  used  for  conservation,  historic  preservation  and 
education,  outdoor  education,  recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry, 
or  for  a combination  of  these  uses,  and  shall  be  served  by  suitable  access  for  such 
purposes. 

B.  The  required  open  space  shall  remain  unbuilt  upon,  provided  that  10%  of  such  open  space 
may  be  paved  or  built  upon  for  structures  accessory  to  the  dedicated  use  or  uses  of  such 
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open  space,  pedestrian  walks  and  bike  paths. 

C.  Underground  utilities  to  serve  the  site  may  be  located  within  the  required  open  space. 

D.  The  required  open  space  shall,  at  the  Planning  Board's  election,  be  conveyed  to: 

(1)  The  Town  of  Chelmsford  or  its  Conservation  Commission. 

(2)  A nonprofit  organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which  is  the  conservation  of 
open  space  and  any  of  the  purposes  for  such  open  space  set  forth  above. 

(3)  A corporation  or  trust  owned  jointly  or  in  common  by  the  owners  of  lots  within 
the  site.  If  such  corporation  or  trust  is  utilized,  ownership  thereof  shall  pass  with 
conveyance  of  the  lots  in  perpetuity.  Maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities  shall 
be  permanently  guaranteed  by  such  corporation  or  trust  which  shall  provide  for 
mandatory  assessments  for  maintenance  expenses  to  each  lot. 

(a)  Each  such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  allow  the 
Town  of  Chelmsford  to  perform  maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities,  if 
the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  provide  adequate  maintenance,  and  shall  grant  the 
town  an  easement  for  this  purpose.  In  such  event,  the  town  shall  first  provide  14 
days'  written  notice  to  the  trust  or  corporation  as  to  the  inadequate  maintenance, 
and,  if  the  trust  or  corporation  fails  to  complete  such  maintenance,  the  town  may 
perform  it.  The  owner  of  each  lot  shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  to  the  town 
filing  a lien  against  each  lot  in  the  development  for  the  full  cost  of  such 
maintenance,  which  liens  shall  be  released  upon  payment  to  the  town  of  same. 

(b)  Each  individual  deed,  and  the  deed  or  trust  or  articles  of  incorporation,  shall 
include  provisions  designed  to  effect  these  provisions.  Documents  creating  such 
trust  or  corporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board  for  approval  and 
shall  thereafter  be  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

E.  Any  proposed  open  space,  unless  conveyed  to  the  Town  or  its  Conservation 
Commission,  shall  be  subject  to  a recorded  restriction  enforceable  by  the  Town, 
provided  that  such  land  shall  be  perpetually  kept  in  an  open  state,  that  it  shall  be 
preserved  for  exclusively  agricultural,  horticultural,  educational  or  recreational 
purposes  and  that  it  shall  be  maintained  in  a manner  which  will  ensure  its  suitability 
for  its  intended  purposes. 


§ 195-91.  Independent  living  standards. 

A.  All  dwelling  units  and  common  areas  shall  be  constructed  to  be  handicap  adaptable  in 
accordance  with  Section  504  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  of  1990,  42  U.  S.  C.  § 
12204,  ANSI  A1 17.1  and  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Architectural  Barriers 
Board. 

B.  Units  shall  contain  no  more  than  two  bedrooms. 

C.  Units  shall  have  a maximum  habitable  living  area  of  1,600  square  feet. 
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§ 195-91.1.  Affordability  standards  for  facilitated  and  independent  senior  living  projects. 

The  Planning  Board  shall  only  grant  a density  bonus  for  a project  that  provides  rental  units.  The 
Planning  Board  may  grant  a density  bonus  upon  a finding  that  such  increase  is  determined  to 
promote  the  objectives  of  Article  XVII  and  according  to  one  of  the  criteria  listed  below.  Where 
there  is  more  than  one  size  or  style  of  unit  in  a project  the  affordable  units  shall  comprise  the 
same  percentage  as  market  rate  units. 

A.  One-half  of  all  additional  units  created  through  density  bonuses  shall  be  maintained  as 
affordable  units  according  to  Department  of  Housing  & Urban  Development  Section  8 
Voucher  Program  or  such  other  program  agreeable  to  the  Planning  Board,  Chelmsford 
Housing  Authority  and  the  applicant.  The  term  "affordable"  shall  be  as  defined  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Housing  and  Community  Development  for  Chelmsford. 

B.  A contribution  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44,  § 53A  for  the  creation  of  units  of  senior  and  elder 
affordable  housing. 

C.  Such  other  method  agreed  to  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the  applicant. 


And  by  amending  Section  195-5,  the  Use  Regulations  Schedule,  Category  9,  Facilitated  & 
Independent  Senior  Living,  by  deleting  BA  where  it  appears  and  inserting  PB. 


UNDER  ARTICLE  21.  Mary  Jo  Griffin,  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee,  moved  that 
the  Town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter  71,  Section  71F,  to  allow  for 
the  establishment  of  a revolving  account  by  the  School  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  depositing 
funds  received  for  tuition  payments  for  non-resident  students  and  as  state  reimbursements  for 
students  who  are  foster  care  children. 

The  Town  Manager  explained  that  this  will  allow  the  School  Department  to  set  up  a 
revolving  fund  in  order  to  have  access  to  the  funds  collected  for  titution  of  non  resident  students. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  the 
article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a vote 
by  way  of  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion  as  amended,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  22.  Barbara  Scavezze  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  and 
appropriate  $12,000  from  Free  Cash  remaining  from  FY00,  or  from  the  Waste  Disposal  line  item 
of  the  Waste  Collection  budget,  or  any  combination  thereof;  to  enhance  the  position  of  Recycling 
Coordinator  to  a 3A  FTE  (full-time  equivalent)  under  the  Personnel  Services  line  item  of  the 
Waste  Collection  budget,  in  order  to  allow  the  Town  to  apply  for  and  manage  Massachusetts 
recycling  grants;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Barbara  Scavezze  explained  that  eight  months  ago  she  left  the  employment  of  the  Town’s 
Solid  Waste  Co-ordinator  to  take  a job  with  the  Massachusetts  Environmental  Protection 
Agency.  Her  hours  and  responsibilities  were  divided  among  other  employees.  It  was  the 
feelings  of  the  recycling  committee  that  the  position  is  needed  to  be  reinstated  back  to  a one 
thirty  hours  a week  employee.  If  the  current  costs  for  solid  waste  continue  then  the  Town  will 
face  a shortfall  in  FY2006.  The  position  is  needed  in  order  to  maintain  the  enforcement  of  the 
program  which  if  properly  managed  will  save  the  Town  money,  seek  grants  to  offset  the  costs 
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involved  with  running  the  program,  and  come  up  with  incentive  ways  to  further  encourage 
recycling,  which  comes  by  attending  seminars  and  meetings.  If  an  employee  is  not  available  to 
do  these  things,  the  Town  could  risk  losing  DEP  funding.  She  asked  for  support  of  the  article. 
David  McLachlan  asked  the  Town  Manager  if  he  felt  that  currently  the  program  was  adequately 
funded.  The  Manager  felt  that  it  was.  Between  his  staff  and  the  current  solid  waste  employee, 
all  programs  and  issues  are  being  addressed.  Barry  Balan  said  he  had  opposed  to  the  recycling 
program  when  first  initiated  years  ago,  but  due  to  Barbara  Scavezze  efforts,  he  feels  that  her 
concerns  and  the  committees  are  justified  and  urged  for  support.  The  Finance  Committee  was 
against  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  were  against  the  article.  The  Recycling  Committee 
read  a letter  of  support  for  the  article.  Mark  Connors,  Barry  Balan,  Steve  Mallette,  Liz  Marshall, 
Peggy  Dunn,  all  spoke  in  favor  of  the  article.  Leonard  Richards  asked  the  Town  Manager  who 
currently  handles  the  grant  process.  The  Manager  explained  that  his  assistant  or  other  members 
of  the  staff,  along  with  the  Community  Co-ordinator  and  solid  waste  personnel  handle  the 
research  and  paperwork.  Jeffrey  Stallard  questioned  if  this  money  was  added  would  the  Town 
Manager  have  to  reinstate  the  position.  The  Manager  explained  that  he  would  not  have  to. 

Dennis  Ready  said  that  the  Body  should  send  a message  to  the  Town  Manager  of  being  pro 
active  and  support  of  the  program.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  further 
discussion,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion  carried. 

Selectman  Michael  McCall  moved  to  continue  the  Town  Meeting  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
time  was  beyond  the  1 1 :00  PM  curfew.  The  Moderator  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  motion 
carried,  unanimously. 

UNDER  ARTICLE  3.  Town  Manager  Bernard  F.  Lynch  moved  that  the  Town  vote  to 
appropriate  $750,000  from  Free  Cash  for  the  reduction  of  the  tax  rate. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended 
the  article.  The  Moderator  asked  if  there  was  any  need  for  debate,  hearing  none,  he  asked  for  a 
vote  by  way  of  a show  of  hands  on  the  motion,  motion  carried,  unanimously. 


Seeing  that  there  was  no  further  business  at  hand  to  address,  the  Moderator  declared  the 
meeting  adjourned  sine  die  The  meeting  adjourned  at  11:30  PM. 


Dennis  E.  McFlugh,  Moderator 


Mary  E.  St.Hilaire,  Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
William  Francis  Galvin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

WARRANT  FOR  STATE  ELECTION 
SS. 


To  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Chelmsford 

GREETING: 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  to  vote  at: 


Precinct  1 
Precinct  2 
Precinct  3 
Precinct  4 
Precinct  5 
Precinct  6 
Precinct  7 
Precinct  8 
Precinct  9 


Town  Office  Building  Gym,  50  Billerica  Road 
Harrington  School  Gym,  1 20  Richardson  Road 
Harrington  School  Gym,  120  Richardson  Road 
Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  1 70  Dalton  Road 
Byam  School  Cafetorium,  25  Maple  Road 
Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  1 70  Dalton  Road 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Little  Gym,  250  North  Road 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Little  Gym,  250  North  Road 
Town  Office  Building  Gym,  50  Billerica  Road 


On  TUESDAY,  THE  SEVENTH  DAY  OF  NOVEMBER,  2000,  from  7:00  A.M.  to  8:00  P.M.  for  the 
following  purpose: 


To  cast  their  votes  in  the  State  Election  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  for  the  following  offices: 


ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT... 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 

COUNCILLOR 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

CLERK  OF  COURTS 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 


FOR  THE  COMMONWEALTH 
FOR  THE  COMMONWEALTH 
Fifth  Congressional  District 
Third  Councillor  District 
Fifth  Middlesex  Senatorial  District 
Sixteenth  Middlesex  Representative  District 

Middlesex  County 
Middlesex  Northern  District 


VACANCY: 

REGISTER  OF  PROBA  TE Middlesex  County 


QUESTIONS 

#1.  Earlier  Redistricting  for  State  Legislators  and  Governor’s  Councillors 
#2.  Voting  by  Incarcerated  Felons 
#3.  Dog  Racing 

#4.  Income  Tax  Rate  Reduction 

#5.  Health  Insurance  and  Health  Care 

#6.  Tax  Credit  for  Tolls  and  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes 

#7.  Tax  Deduction  for  Charitable  Contributions 

#8.  Drug-Dependency  Treatment  and  Drug-Crime  Fines  and  Forfeitures 


Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  tjhereoji  at  the  time  and  place  of  said 
voting.  Given  under  our  hands  this / r day  of  (3^  , 2000. 


MIDDLESEX,  SS. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I have  notified  and  warned  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chelmsford  by  posting  up  attested  copies  of  same  at  the  following  places,  to  wit:  Town  Office  Building 
Gym,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Harrington  School  Gymnasium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium, 
Byam  School  Cafetorium,  Westlands  School  Cafetorium,  McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium, 
McCarthy  Middle  School  Small  Gymnasium,  Town  Office  Building  Gym,  and  Town  Office  Building 
Lobby. 


Signed: 
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